Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
“LIGHT FROM THE HEIGHTS”
March 2021

“A Year of Generosity”

By Florence Rasmusson and Mary Kowitz

Thank you for being so generous in showing your LOVE during the month of February. What a
great start to our “A Year of Generosity” theme. Our congregation benefited by the outreach of
members to members, members to families, and members to our community. Just simple words of
“I love you” mean so much.

March is the month that we will show our generosity in feeding our neighbors, those less fortunate
than us. We are asking you to collect food over the weeks in March, or make a cash donation. We
will collect the food when you come to pick up your March Bag on March 24, or you can drop off
your donations when the church office is open. Yes, there will be another “Bag” drive up. These
have been well received by members and we have decided to continue with one for March. This
bag will include items for Holy Week, starting with palms for Palm Sunday, the Holy Week sched-
ule and an Easter surprise.

We are focusing on one Bible verse that is printed in the table below but are offering additional
readings for you as well. I'm sure we may have missed some good ones so if you have others you
want to share please let us know. The same is true with the Song/Hymn for the theme each month.

Month March

Theme Show generosity in “Feeding”

Matthew 25: 35-36

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 need-
ed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.”

You may also want to read what else God says about being generous in feed-
ing: John 21:15; Romans 12:8, James 2:15 and Revelations 7:16

Bible Verse

Benefactor Salvation Army on Payne Avenue or other local food shelves.

Project Collecting Food and or cash for food shelf. Maybe making bags like we did
for God’s Work our Hands,

Song/Hymn ELW #461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (words printed on the next page)
Other hymns: ELW #480, #522 and #679

Small things we can do to show....Generosity in Feeding.

Purchase a coupon or bag of groceries at your Cub store for the food shelf;
Pay for someone’s beverage or meal at a restaurant or drive-thru
Take a treat to work or school to share with others

Make a dinner or a dessert for your neighbor. Continued on page 3




Mid Week Lenten Service 6:30 -7:00 p.m.

Hosted by Pr. Andrew Tengwall from Hope Lutheran

6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Lent Service with Pr. Andrew Tengwall, Hope Lutheran
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81665303316 Meeting ID 81665303316
One tap mobile +13126266799,.81665303316#
Dial by location 3126266799 Meeting ID 81665303316

March 3 Grace Lutheran Pastor Karen Williams

March 10 Our Redeemer, Pastor Karsten Nelson

March 17 AHLC

March 24 Assistant to the Bishop Justin Grimm

April 1, Maundy Thursday AHLC, this will be on our website and Facebook page
April 2, Good Friday =~ Gustavus Adolphus will host

February Revenue March Anniversaries
10 Ron and Sharon Hanson 59 years

$ 28,514 as of 2-22-2021
21 John and Cheryl Hollman 27 years

January Revenue 24 Nancy and David Seagren 48 years

$43,997.79
March Birthdays
3 Carol Hansen 25 Carol Baldwin
6 Christine Anderson 27 Linda Mclnerney
6 Teri Larson 28 Justin Hanson
6 Nancy Seagren 29 Esther Hallgren
6 Nancy Swanson 31 Jacqueline Spiess
12 Brenda Boogren
18 Lu Warn
19 Tom Dolen

21 Pastor Roger Hardy
21 Cheryl Hollman
25 Myrl Vietor




continued from page 1

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly #461 ELW

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread
Come from wilderness and wand ‘ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for fullness, all around us is our food.

Taste and see the grace eternal, Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, never strangers, seeker be a welcome guest
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here in joy we keep the feast
We that once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood
Taste and see the grace eternal, Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, sing together, Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing. Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table, live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal, Taste and see that God is good.

What will April bring? Showers of course!

Our theme for April will be...... Show (shower) generosity in KINDNESS! If you
have any ideas you want to share pass them on to the either Florence or Mary. Flor-
ence Rasmusson at florden1969@email.com cell: 651-253-5385 or Mary Kowitz at maryko-
witz@gmail.com Cell: 651-242-0538

Thank you to Cheryl Hollman, Amy Adams-Westin, Barbara Rossow, Diane All-
mendinger and Valerie Osmundson for their ideas so far. Keep them coming.

Go to our website to make a

donation.

C) N I I §i> G I Vv I N g Thank you for your continued
iIs simple and easy!  support!




A summary of The Book of John, Chapter 1

Hello Bible Study friends! Do you remember as far back as September 20187 That
seems so long ago now— my mother, Gladys Robertson, was still with us.

I started a Bible Study on the Book of John wih the Naomi Circle. It expanded to all
women of AHLC and now I guess it will expand to even more. (Men you can be
on the study also.)

Many have asked me when I would be able to start up a Bible Study again, and how I
could do this. After talking with some members , I have decided to start out with
a Reflection in the Lights from the Heights.

It will be a summary of each chapter of John that we have already studied before the
pandemic (Chapter 1-15).

Today I will start from the beginning because after all John 1:1 tells us that “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was God.”

This means many things, and I’ll be honest, somewhat a mystery, but....

1. Christ was with God from the beginning and co-creator with God.

2. God created everything with his WORDS. The WORD was power to create
and transform.

3. Jesus is God’s ultimate message or WORD. The mind of God came in flesh
as Jesus.

Remember, the WORD (the Bible) is not only for information, but also for Transfor-
mation! And I know from experience that when the Bible/Word is read, transfor-
mation takes place. Words are powerful!

So this is an introduction to the Book of John. Now your part is to read John ,
Chapter 1, and reflect on a few questions. (This is so much easier than my original
Bible Study - I made the group answer 12-15 questions!)

1. What was John’s mission or purpose? Read John 1:6-8 and John 1:23. Also read
Isaiah 40:3.

2. How is Andrew’s character revealed in the following verses? John 1: 40-42
John 6: 8 and John 12:20. What is Andrew continually doing? What can we learn
from Andrew.

So read Chapter 1 with an open mind and open heart and have fun being inspired,

sometimes confused, but always transformed. I’d love to hear from you.

Valerie Robertson-Osmundson 651-457-7032 valerie.osmundson@gmail.com



Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Minutes
February 1, 2021

Members Present: Amy Adams- Westin, Diane Allmendinger, Karl Ebert, Tom
Hanson, Ryan Henk, Mary Kowitz, Jim Persoon, Linda Strohkirch, Florence
Rasmusson. Members Absent: Anna Clarke, Carol Krauze, and Cindie Peterson

1. President Jim Persoon called the meeting to order.

11. Devotions: Jim Persoon
111. Consent Agenda: Motion was made by Florence Rasmusson seconded by
Diane Allmendinger “to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of “Ex
Officio: Pastor Scott” from the list of members present.” Motion Passed.

1V. Old Business
° 2021 Budget: A motion was made by Mary Kowitz, and seconded to by
Karl Ebert “ to approve the proposed budget for the Annual Meeting with
the addition of suggested changes.” Motion Passed.
 An exit interview was held with Pastor Scott, Bishop Lull, and the
Executive Committee on January 19,2021,
e New leases have been sent to MLC and HOP, but there has been no
response to the increase in rent. Jim will follow up with an email.
V. New Business

 Pastor Roger Hardy will be our Bridge Interim Pastor. He will begin on
February 16. He will be with us until May 26, 2021. He will be working an
average of 30 hours/week, for 14 weeks. His focus, while with us will
center on these four areas: Pastoral Leadership, Communicating and
listening, Worship and Pastoral Care and Partnerships.

o MIF will be meeting on February 3. A request for $50,000 to help with the
budget will be made. An additional $5,000 will be requested for security
cameras to be installed inside and outside the building.

* Annual Meeting is February 14, 2021 at 11 AM via ZOOM. Fifty members
are needed to make a quorum.

V1.. Next Meeting: February 16, 2021 at 6:30 via ZOOM
® Assignments: Opening prayer and Closing prayer: Diane Allmendinger

V1. Closing Prayer: Jim Persoon
VII. Adjournment: A motion was made by Diane Allmendinger and seconded by
Florence Rasmusson “to adjourn the meeting.” Motion Passed.
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