O
Prelude

Christmas Day
“Il Est Ne”

French Carol

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the
world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the
incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ
then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the
shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to
the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the
salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!
Confession and Forgiveness
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with
angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes
peace on all the earth.
C:
Amen.
P:
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

Holy God,
we confess our sin before you.
We replace compassion with competition. We seek what is
mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the
grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed,
may reflect your love born among us.
Amen.
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins
are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
C: Amen.

“The First Noel”

Carol
vs. 1,2,4

ELW# 300

1 The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.
2 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain
4 This star drew near to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain
Greeting
Prayer of the Day
P:
C:

Let us pray
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our
world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of
darkness and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Carol

Readings

ELW #292

Assisting Minister

First Reading: Isaiah 62:6-12
The prophet invites the people to give God no rest until God reestablishes
Jerusalem. In turn, they will receive names full of promise: The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD, A City Not Forsaken.
Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7
God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God is a God of mercy and
salvation who graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews our lives
through the Holy Spirit.

Hymn

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

English Carol

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our savior was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s power as were gone astray.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.
From God, our heavenly father, a blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.
Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace,
This holy tide of Christmas doth bring redeeming grace.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy.

Gospel: Luke 2: 1--20
The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. The glory
of God is revealed to poor shepherds, who share the good news with others.
Message

Per Halaas

Hymn
ELW #276

Prayers of Intercession
AM: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

Sending Carol
ELW #267

Assisting Minister

“Joy to The World”

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
Blessing
P:

C:

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen
“Got A Candle In My Window”

Postlude

M. Adams-Westin

Dismissal
P:
C:

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
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