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Seventh after Epiphany
February 20, 2022

Introduction

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and
divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of
the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God s glory revealed in Christ.

Prelude “I Come with Joy” arr. Robert J. Powell

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who creates us, redeems us,

and calls us by name.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

...Silence is kept for reflection...

P: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.



P: Rejoice in this good news:
In # Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen

Hym~ ELW #835 1,2,3,6



All Creatures, Worship God Most High!
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I All  crea-tures, wor - ship God most high! Sound ev - 'ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - i1a! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - 1a! Dear moth -er earth, so rich in

grieve: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: .
. . . Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare:
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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Iu -1a, al-le - lu -ia, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia!

5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:

Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182—1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

Prayer of the Day

C: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred,
we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and
to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals
himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his
brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a
devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. °For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. ’God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. *So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. "Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. '°You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. ''I will provide for you there—since there are five more years
of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will
not come to poverty.”” "And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and
after that his brothers talked with him.



Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

The lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace. (Ps. 37:11)

'Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
*For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.

*Put your trust in the Lorp and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
“Take delight in the Lorp,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.

>Commit your way to the LorD; put your trust in the LoRrb,
and see what God will do.

°The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.

"Be still before the Lorp and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
*Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.

°For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lorp shall possess the land.
1%Tn a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.

""But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
**But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lorb;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
“You, O Lorp, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek
refuge.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul
preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ s perfect life into eternity.

*But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” **Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of
some other grain. **But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed
its own body.

S0 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised
is imperishable. *It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. *It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. *Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam,
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. *But it is not the
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. ' The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. ®*As was the man of dust, so
are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of
heaven. *Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the
image of the man of heaven.

*What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

P: “Word of God, word of life,”
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel : Luke 6: 27-38

Gospel Acclamation (please stand as you are able)
P:  The holy gospel according to Luke the 6th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower
radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.
Living in harmony with God s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.

[Jesus said:] *“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, **bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. *’If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. **Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone



takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. *'Do to others as you would have
them do to you.

32¢If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. *If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. **If you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. **But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. **Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

7“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; **give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

P:  This 1s the gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

Sermon "Living Generously" Pastor Mitch



Hymn of the Day ELW# 1,34,5

I Come with Joy
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1 1 come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call n
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love n
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, is in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for mme.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are Iriends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Apostles’ Creed



All: T believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Installation of Church Council Members (please come forward)

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister
P:  God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

Offering
Offering Anthem “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” Sebastian Temple
Pickup Choir
Offering Prayer

P:  Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.

C: Amen.

Holy Communion
Words of Institution

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Lord’s Prayer

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass, against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution

Prayer after Communion

P:  We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace

in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.



Sending Hymn # 631 vs. 1,2,4

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 18111887

1 Love di-vime, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of  heav'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it n - to ev - ry
3 Come, Al -mght - v, to de - v - er; et us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive;  sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - e¢r -
let us  he; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
. L e fee e o =

(SH g 2 F |2 o e e I, |

ym r_— i - \ I I 1
4 1 \ m = \ i ' i
— I ' =T

0 ‘ . | [ | ‘

e e e e — ] S

(e e P e e ——— e B
St \ \ SR

[aith - ful  mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom-ised rest Take a - way the love of sin - mng;
more thy  tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
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pure, un - bound - cd love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be end of faith, as
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray. and  praise thee
till in heav’'n we take  our place, till we cast our
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with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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Blessing

P:  God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
* bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.

C: Amen.

Postlude “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” arr. Ronald A. Nelson

Dismissal

P:  Go with Christ into a weary world.
Be the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Leading Worship Today

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mitch Kinsinger
Organist/Pianist: Barbara Rossow

Assisting Ministers: Pam Wiehe and Diane Allmendinger
Song Leader: Janine Almquist
Livestream Producer: Jim Persoon

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to Facebook.
From sundaysandseasons.com.



Please pray this week for AHL.C Members and friends: Clair and Dona Haberman, Jackie
Staples, Dean Anderson, Richard Johnson, Priscilla Reeve, Jerry Ekblad, Gary Winter, Betty
Richter, Ron Hanson, Velta Krauze, Joanne Policone, Shirley Johnson, Margaret Cleary,
MaryAnn Wistrom, John Lind, John Hollman, Deb Perry, Esther Hallgren, Jan Kowitz,
Richard Edge, Jerry Schaber, David Almquist, and Sharon Anderson.

Trusting the promise of resurrection through Jesus Christ, I wish to inform you that Ron
Melander passed away Friday, February 11, 2022 . May the Lord comfort his family and
friends as they mourn his passing. Funeral Service is planned for later in the year. There is a
Caring Bridge page set up for Ron. Obituary is in today’s paper.

Installation of Church Council Members; pray for our new Council this coming year

Jim Persoon, Florence Rasmusson, Amy Adams-Westin, Mary Kowitz, Karl Ebert, Silvester
Vicic, Cindy Schrieber, Wayne Hansen, Diane Allmendinger, Linda Strohkirch, Cindie
Peterson.

Ash Wednesday Service will be held on March 2 at 12:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Midweek Lenten Services of Reflection and Healing

This year, we will be holding weekly services in the Reception Room at AHLC (and on
Zoom) on the five Wednesdays of Lent at 12 o’clock noon. The services offer three things: an
additional opportunity to reflect on the gospel reading from the previous Sunday, repetition of
Psalm 103 and its themes of God’s providence, and a time of silence followed by prayer. The
intention of these services is to create an oasis of quiet and space for the healing and
restoration that we need between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. Dates are March 9, 16,
23, 30, and April 6.

Anniversaries
22 Jan and David Kowitz 47 years

February Birthdays
3 Barb Watters

4 David Almquist

8 Elaine Rohrbach

9 Carol Krauze

12 Shirley Johnson
17 Carol Brockway
20 Deb Perry

21 Debra Gray

25 Jackie Staples
29 Ken Rossow

Let’s fill the ship of food.
During the month of March
we will be collecting food for
the East side food shelf.

Can we collect 2022 1bs. of
food and monetary
contributions? We can do it!

Bring any food contributions
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