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Introduction
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and
divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of
the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.
Prelude

“I Come with Joy”

arr. Robert J. Powell

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
…Silence is kept for reflection…
P: Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

P: Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen
HYMN ELW #835 1,2,3,6

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.
Prayer of the Day
C: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred,
we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and
to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals
himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his
brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a
devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
3

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years
of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will
not come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and
after that his brothers talked with him.

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
The lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace. (Ps. 37:11)
1

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
3

Put your trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4
Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5

Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
6
The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
7

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9

For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.
10
In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
11

But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
39
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
40
You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek
refuge.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul
preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.
35

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of
some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed
its own body.
42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised
is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam,
became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so
are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of
heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the
image of the man of heaven.
50
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
P: “Word of God, word of life,”
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel : Luke 6: 27-38
Gospel Acclamation (please stand as you are able)
P: The holy gospel according to Luke the 6th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower
radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.
Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone

takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have
them do to you.

32

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
P:
C:
Sermon

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)
"Living Generously"

Pastor Mitch

Hymn of the Day ELW# 1,3,4,5

Apostles’ Creed

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Installation of Church Council Members (please come forward)
Prayers of Intercession
P: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

Assisting Minister

Offering
Offering Anthem

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”
Pickup Choir

Offering Prayer
P:

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light.
C: Amen.
Holy Communion
Words of Institution
P: Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Sebastian Temple

Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass, against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Distribution
Prayer after Communion
P: We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn # 631 vs. 1,2,4

Blessing
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
C: Amen.
….. We invite the congregation to remain seated to enjoy the postlude …..
Postlude

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

arr. Ronald A. Nelson

Dismissal
P:

Go with Christ into a weary world.
Be the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*
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Please pray this week for AHLC Members and friends: Clair and Dona Haberman, Jackie
Staples, Dean Anderson, Richard Johnson, Priscilla Reeve, Jerry Ekblad, Gary Winter, Betty
Richter, Ron Hanson, Velta Krauze, Joanne Policone, Shirley Johnson, Margaret Cleary,
MaryAnn Wistrom, John Lind, John Hollman, Deb Perry, Esther Hallgren, Jan Kowitz,
Richard Edge, Jerry Schaber, David Almquist, and Sharon Anderson.
Trusting the promise of resurrection through Jesus Christ, I wish to inform you that Ron
Melander passed away Friday, February 11, 2022 . May the Lord comfort his family and
friends as they mourn his passing. Funeral Service is planned for later in the year. There is a
Caring Bridge page set up for Ron. Obituary is in today’s paper.
Installation of Church Council Members; pray for our new Council this coming year
Jim Persoon, Florence Rasmusson, Amy Adams-Westin, Mary Kowitz, Karl Ebert, Silvester
Vicic, Cindy Schrieber, Wayne Hansen, Diane Allmendinger, Linda Strohkirch, Cindie
Peterson.
Ash Wednesday Service will be held on March 2 at 12:00 p.m. in the sanctuary
Midweek Lenten Services of Reflection and Healing
This year, we will be holding weekly services in the Reception Room at AHLC (and on
Zoom) on the five Wednesdays of Lent at 12 o’clock noon. The services offer three things: an
additional opportunity to reflect on the gospel reading from the previous Sunday, repetition of
Psalm 103 and its themes of God’s providence, and a time of silence followed by prayer. The
intention of these services is to create an oasis of quiet and space for the healing and
restoration that we need between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. Dates are March 9, 16,
23, 30, and April 6.
February Birthdays
3 Barb Watters
4 David Almquist
8 Elaine Rohrbach
9 Carol Krauze
12 Shirley Johnson
17 Carol Brockway
20 Deb Perry
21 Debra Gray
25 Jackie Staples
29 Ken Rossow

Anniversaries
22 Jan and David Kowitz 47 years

