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Sunday, November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 

Introduction 

  The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! 

In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, 

for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah 

proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain 

and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch 

for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 

Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens 

our faith in the promises of God. 

Prelude   “My Lord, What A Morning” Spiritual  

Welcome and Announcements 

GATHERING 

Greeting    Ps 85:7 

 P: Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed 

is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.  

 All: Alleluia. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 P: Savior, come, make this world right.  Break the dark with your light. 

 All: Bring justice and peace to the earth. Fill our hearts with holy mirth. 

 P: Hear the prophet Isaiah, Comfort, O Comfort my people, says your God.  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warring has ended, 

her penalty is paid.  

  A voice cries out: “in the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

  Every valley shall be lifted, and every mountain made low; the uneven 

ground shall be level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the 

Lord shall be revealed, and it shall be for all people, for the mouth of the 

lord has spoken”  Isaiah 10:1-5 
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Light the Advent Candle One   Verse 1 found on page 2 

 P: The promised grace of our Lord. The blessed love of our  creator. The 

eternal; presence of the holy spirit, be with you all. 

 All: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

 P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

 All: Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

 

 P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  God of new beginnings, 

 

 All: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have 

strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We 

dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining 

fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit 

worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 

 P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a 

living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You 

have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 

 All: Amen. 

Please stand if you are able 

 

 Gathering Hymn “People Look East” ELW# 248 

    Verses 1-4, pages 14,15 

 

Kyrie 

 P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 
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 P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 

 P: Help, save comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 

Prayer of the Day 

 P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk 

in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” ELW# 836 

    Verse 1 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love. 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the cloud of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

 

     

 

WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 

  The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day 

when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will 

make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us 

walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

  1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established 

as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it. 
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  3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge 

between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 

shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 

more. 

 
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

 

 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 122  (read responsively by whole verse) 

 AM: 1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 All:  2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

  

 AM: 3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

 All: 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of 

Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  

  

 AM: 5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 

 All: 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 

  

 AM: 7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

 All: 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your 

prosperity. 

  

 AM” 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.” 

 

  Second Reading- Romans 13:11-14 

  Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our 

lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
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honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 

 

 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 

Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? ELW pg.188 

 

 
 

 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 24th Chapter 

 All: Glory to you, O Lord 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 

  Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will 

bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he 

urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the 

Son of Man will come unannounced. 
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  [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 

owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 

 P: The gospel of our Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

    Please be seated 

 

Sermon    “Parousia Preparations”  Pastor Mitch 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 

Hymn of the Day  Down by the Riverside Spiritual  

  

Gonna’ lay down my burden, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

Gonna’ lay down my burden, down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

Chorus:  

Well, I ain’t gonna’ study war no more, I ain’t gonna’ study war no more, 

Ain’t gonna’ study war no more. 

I ain’t gonna’ study war no more, ain’t gonna’ study war no more, 

Ain’t gonna’ study war no more. 

 

I’m gonna’ lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

I’m gonna’ lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside. 

Chorus:  

I’m gonna’ walk with the Prince of Peace, down by the riverside, 



9 

 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

I’m gonna’ walk with the Prince of Peace, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside. 

Chorus:  

I’m gonna’ shake hands around the world, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

I’m gonna’ shake hands around the world, down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside. 

Well, I ain’t gonna’ study war no more, I ain’t gonna’ study war no more, 

Chorus:  

 

Apostle’s Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 AM: Each prayer will end with:  God, in your mercy .  

 All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Please stand for the sharing of the peace 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

Offering Music              What Feast of Love     Tune:Greensleeves/Text:Deloris Dufner  

 

Please stand if you are able 

Offering Prayer 

 P: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 

thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and 

make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 

healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

 All: Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

 P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 P: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join your unending hymn: 

 

 All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 

 P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  

  . . . For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

 All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 

  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

 

  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Table Blessing 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

 All: Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

 P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 

when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 

this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth 

in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 
Sending Hymn “Soon and Very Soon” ELW# 439 

    Verses 1-4, page 18  
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Blessing 

 P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 

the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Postlude   Got a Candle In My Window  M. Adams-Westin  

Dismissal 

 P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Leading Worship Today 

Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Mitch Kinsinger 

Music:   Amy & Mark Adams-Westin 

Assisting Ministers:  Valerie and Orval Omundson 

Ushers:   David Almquist, Chuck and Elaine Rohrbach 

Hospitality:  Valerie and Orval Omundson 

Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic 

 

Announcements: 

Saturday, November 26, Christmas Craft & Bake Sale at Gustavus Adolphus  

 

Happy November Birthdays 

 

Richard Johnson Nov. 4 

William Gustafson Nov. 4 

Kent Swanson Nov. 4 

Karen Helgason Nov. 7 

Gayle Lopez Nov. 17 

Robert Nelson Nov. 19 

Sharon Hanson Nov. 20 

Kay Sandeen Nov. 21 

Suzette Holmes Nov. 21 



13 

 

Edwin Togar Nov. 23 

Daniel Brockway Nov. 23 

Maria Tkachuck Nov. 24 

Sally Keller  Nov. 27 

Jon Helgason Nov. 28 

 

 

Happy November Anniversaries 

 

Cynthia and Jeff Young Nov. 12 

Gary and Georgette Winter Nov. 17 

Kent and Sharon Swanson Nov. 18  

Wayne and Vicki Hansen Nov. 27 

 

Please pray this week for AHLC Members and friends:  

Dean Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Wayne Blossey, Carol Brockway, Carolyn 

Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Dona Haberman, Esther Hallgren, Adeline 

Hansen, John Hollman, Richard Johnson, Shirley Johnson, Tyler King, Jan 

Kowitz, Mary Kowitz, Velta Krauze, John Lind, Linda Nyberg , Tom Nyman, 

Deb Perry,  Priscilla Reeve, Betty Richter, Jackie Staples, Ken Wagner, Gary 

Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. 

 

Advent is Coming – Mark your calendars now. 

This year we will have the opportunity to join the East Side Collaborative 

churches for Mid-Week Advent Services.  Gustavus Adolphus is hosting two 

worship services on Wednesdays (starting Nov. 30th).  At 11:00 a.m. there will be 

a service followed by a meal.  At 5:00 p.m. there will be a meal followed by a 

service.  Please watch the for more information.   

 

Watch for the sign up for the Christmas Memorial Garden 

Once again, we will have an opportunity to donate to our Christmas Memorial 

Garden. A form will be coming out soon.  
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People, Look East 

 

1      People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 

 trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

 one more seed is planted there. 

 Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

 that in course the flow'r may flourish. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 

 one more light the bowl shall brim, 

 shining beyond the frosty weather, 

 bright as sun and moon together. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 

 him who brings new life to earth. 

 Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 

 with the word, the Lord is coming. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
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My Lord, What a Morning 

 

Refrain 

 My Lord, what a morning; 

 my Lord, what a morning; 

 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 

 when the stars begin to fall. 

 

1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

2 You will hear the sinner cry, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

 

3 You will hear the Christian shout, 

 to wake the nations underground, 

 looking to my God's right hand, 

 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

 



18 

 

 


