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Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Introduction 

  A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces 

that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the 

unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience 

for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us 

this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent 

reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open 

our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

 

Prelude   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” arr. Dave Mackie  

Welcome and Announcements 

GATHERING 

Greeting    Matt.11:10 

 P: Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your 

way before you. 

 All: Alleluia. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candle – Joy 

 

       P:    Savior, come, make this world right. Break the dawn with your 

light. 

       All:    Bring justice and peace to earth. Fill our hearts with holy mirth. 

  

       P:     Hear the promise of the Psalm:   

  “Lift your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors!  

  That the King of glory may come in. Who is the King of glory? 

  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. 

  Lift up you heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors! That the 

King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 

hosts, he is the King of glory.  (Psalm 24: 7-10) 
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Light the Advent Candle Three  Verses 1, 2 and 3 found on page 2 

 

 P: The promised grace of our Lord. The blessed love of our creator. The 

eternal; presence of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 All: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

 P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

 All: Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

 

 P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  God of new beginnings, 

 

 All: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have 

strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We 

dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining 

fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit 

worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 

 P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a 

living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You 

have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 

 All: Amen. 

Please stand if you are able 

 

Gathering Hymn     “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW# 242 

  Verses 1, 2, and 4, pages 18-19 
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Kyrie 

 P:                  All: 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

 P: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our 

faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 

way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 

  The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a 

joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of 

creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need 

for fear, for God is coming to save. 

   1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice 

and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice 

with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 

majesty of our God. 

 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to 

those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 

God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will 

come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 

ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a 

pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 

become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, 

not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any 

ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

 

 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Luke 1:46b-55 

  My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:47) 

 AM: 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47my spirit rejoices in 

God my Savior, 

 All: 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From 

this day all generations will call me blessed: 

  

 AM: 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your 

name. 

 All: 50You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to 

generation. 

 

 AM: 51You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their 

conceit, 

 All: 52casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the 

lowly. 

 

 AM: 53You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away 

empty. 

 All: 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the 

promise of mercy, 

  

 AM: 55the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children 

forever. 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10 

  In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to 

cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

  7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 

waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do 

not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, 

beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 

 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand if you are able 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 11th Chapter 

 All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

  John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the 

earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is 

the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is 

indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 

  2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 

the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  ‘See, I am sending 

my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.” 
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 P: The gospel of our Lord. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Sermon    "Living the Unexpected”  Intern Becky Sliva 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 

Hymn of the Day “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW# 726 

    Verses 1, 2, and 3 found on pages 20-21 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 AM: Each prayer will end with:  God, in your mercy, 

 All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Please stand for the sharing of the peace 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 All: And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

Offering Music  “Each Winter As the Year Grown Older”   arr. Mark Sedio   

     

Please stand if you are able 

 

 
 

 

Offering Prayer  

 P: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 

thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and 

make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 

healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

 All: Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

 P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 P: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

All: 

Words of Institution 

 P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  

 

  . . . For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

 All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 

  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

 

  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Table Blessing 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

 All: Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

 P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 

when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 

this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth 

in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 
Sending Hymn “Hark, the Glad Sound!” ELW# 239  

    Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 pages 22-23 

 

Blessing 

 P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 

the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 

 

Postlude   “Hark! The Glad Sound” arr. Michael Burkhardt 

 



Page - 15 

 

Dismissal 

 P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBWA005555. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg 

Fortress. Used by permission. 

 

 

Leading Worship Today 

Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Mitch Kinsinger and Intern Becky Sliva 

Music:   Barbara Rossow 

Assisting Ministers:  Chris Anderson and Pam Wiehe 

Ushers:    David Almquist and Wayne Hanson  

Hospitality:  Roxanne Larsen and Tom Brockway 

Livestream Producer:  Silvester Vicic 

 

 

Please pray this week for AHLC Members and friends:  

Dean Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Wayne Blossey, Tom Brackey, Carol 

Brockway, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Dona Haberman, 

Esther Hallgren, Adeline Hansen, John Hollman, Richard Johnson, Shirley 

Johnson, Tyler King, Jan Kowitz, Mary Kowitz, Velta Krauze, John Lind, Linda 

Nyberg , Tom Nyman, Deb Perry,  Priscilla Reeve, Betty Richter, Jackie Staples, 

Ken Wagner, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. 

 

December Birthdays 

Mary Brown December 1 

Linda Lund  December 2 

John Matson December 3 

Roxanne Larsen December 7 

Travis Turner December 13 

Mary Ann Wistrom December 14 

Kathleeen Brackey December 15 

John Hollman December 15 

Paul Kowitz  December 15 

Roger Hallman December 16 

 

 

Sharon Swanson December 16 

Dona Haberman December 19 

Sven Anderson December 23 

Susan Mentz December 24 

Justin Tkachuk December 24 

Maxwell Burgess December 27 

Jean Evans  December 28 

Brad Jensen  December 28 

Mary Kowitz December 29 

Linda Nyberg December 30 

Marcella Benyshek December 30 
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December Anniversaries 

Jerry and Carol Ekblad  December 27, 1958 

Jerry and Linda McInerney December 27, 1989 

 

Volunteer Needed:  We are looking for someone to volunteer in the office on the 

4th Sunday of the month during the Worship Service.  If you can help out please 

contact Mary Kowitz at 651-242-0538 or 651-771-5501.  We have the other 

Sundays covered. We can set it up so you can stream the service while in the 

office.  Thank you! 

 

The Four Advent Candles 

First Advent Candle - Hope 

The first candle symbolizes a shining light 

in anticipation of the coming of Christ. It is 

usually a purple or blue candle and can be 

called the Prophecy Candle. It represents 

God's forgiveness of man's sins. Blue or 

Purple is traditionally the most important of 

the Advent candle colors. It is the color of 

liturgical garments used for vestments and 

is associated with prayer, contemplation, 

repentance, and hope.  

Second Advent Candle - Love 

The second candle, or Bethlehem Candle, is also usually blue or purple. It 

reminds us of the Holy Family's experience in Bethlehem. The color of the 

second Advent candle is associated with royalty and reminds us that Christ is 

the "King of Kings." We await the coming of a new king from Bethlehem. 
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Third Advent Candle - Joy 

The third candle is the Shepherd's Candle, as we remember to rejoice in 

Christ's birth, like the shepherds on the first Christmas Eve. It is also called 

Gaudette Sunday from the Latin Philippians 4:4,5 " rejoice in the Lord always." 

The 3rd candle is usually pink or rose-colored. Pink is associated with joy, and 

it is on the third Sunday of Advent, we turn from repentance towards the 

celebration of Christ's imminent birth.  

Fourth Advent Candle - Peace 

The final Advent candle marks the beginning of the final week before Christmas 

and is a time of prayer. It is also called the Angel's Candle and can be either blue 

or white. This candle represents purity, peace, and justice brought to the world by 

Christ. This candle also reminds us that Christ is sinless and pure. 

 

Did you Know?  On June 26, in 1870, the United States Congress declared 

Christmas a federal holiday. 
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Gathering Hymn Verses 1, 2, and 4 ELW# 242 
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Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 

 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door  

 and lives now inside us forever. 

 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  

 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near,  

 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul  

 and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll  

 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 

 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  

 though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  

 be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer  

 and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share  

 and bring us at last into glory. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hymn of the Day Verses 1, 2 and 3 ELW# 726 
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Light Dawns on a Weary World 

 

1 Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see 

all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes. 

 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 

the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 

2 Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread 

and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: 

the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 

 

3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 

find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: 

the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 
 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Sending Hymn Verses 1-4 ELW#239 
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Hark, the Glad Sound! 

 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

 the Savior promised long; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

 and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 

 in Satan's bondage held. 

 The gates of brass before him burst, 

 the iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

 the bleeding soul to cure, 

 and with the treasures of his grace 

 to enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

 your welcome shall proclaim, 

 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

 with your beloved name. 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
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