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The different names of Jesus 

There are countless names associated with Jesus. Here are nine of the most popular 
names of Jesus, along with their meanings. 
 
Messiah: A leader or savior of a particular group or cause. 
 
Immanuel: Which means "God is with us," or "God is with the people" in Hebrew. 
 
Christ: The title Christ used in the English language is from the Greek Χριστός 
(Christos), via the Latin Christus. It means "anointed one." 
 
Prophet: A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of the will of God. 
 
Savior: A person who saves someone or something from danger and who's regarded 
with the veneration of a religious figure. 
 
Son of David: The title "Son of David" indicates Jesus' physical descent from David, 
as well as his membership of the Davidic line of kings. This sets up the claim of 
Jesus Christ to the Davidic Throne based on the promises God made to King David. 
 
King of the Jews: In the New Testament, Jesus is called the King of the Jews on 
three occasions, coming at the beginning of His life and at the end. Both uses of the 
title lead to dramatic results in the New Testament accounts.  
 
The Good Shepherd: Christ's symbolism as a shepherd is directly taken from John's 
gospel. There, Christ is leading the faithful as if they were sheep, and He lays down 
His life for them as their shepherd.  
 
The Son of Man: For centuries, the Christological perspective on the Son of Man 
("man," referring to Adam) has been a possible counterpart to that of the Son of God. 
Just as the Son of God affirms the divinity of Jesus, in a number of cases, the Son of 
Man affirms His humanity. This is especially significant considering Jesus’ human 
parents were Mary and Joseph. 

Credit – https://www.pray.com/articles/the-9-names-of-jesus 
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Sunday, January 1, 2023 
Name of Jesus 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Introduction 

  From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. 
We are “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s name, we 
share the same Father and are invited to address this parent 
intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to 
the will of God. Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose 
name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, 
again, another year. 

Prelude   “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” arr. Lynette Maynard 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 

 C: Amen. 
 
 P: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let 

us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

  God of life, 
 
 C: you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call 

us to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often 
we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We 
nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of 
our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have 
mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.  
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Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are 
cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and 
give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

 
 P: Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s 

promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus 
we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of 
the earth shall know the salvation of God. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn      “The Bells of Christmas” ELW# 298 

  Verses 1, 2, 4 and 6 pages 11 and 12 

Greeting   Phil. 2:10 

 P: Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth. 

 C: Alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 

 P: Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of 
Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love 
of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
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Readings   Assisting Minister  

First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 

  God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the 
Aaronic benediction, in blessing the people of Israel. We too are 
marked with God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent 
from our assemblies into the world. 

  22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his 
sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to 
them, 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift 
up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 27So they 
shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

 
 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 8 

  How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 

 AM: 1O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth 
 C: 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the 

mouths of infants and children; you have set up a fortress 
against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
  

 AM: 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

 C: 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
human beings that you should care for them?  

 
 AM: 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and 

honor you crown them. 
 C: 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

you have put all things under their feet: 
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 AM: 7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
 C: 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes 

along the paths of the sea. 
 
 AM: 9O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 

  Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus 
was born the Son of God so that, because of him, we all may be 
God’s children. 

  4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are 
no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 
through God. 

 
 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 P: The holy gospel according to Luke the 2nd Chapter 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Luke 2:15-21 

  Eight days after his birth, Jesus is circumcised according to 
Jewish law and given the name announced by the angel before 
his conception. 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
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known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 
child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 
Sermon   " Pondering the Promise”  Pastor Mitch 
 

Please stand if you are able 
 

Hymn of the Day “In the Bleak Midwinter” ELW# 294 
    Verses 1, 2, and 3 found on pages 13 and 14 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 



Page - 8 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
  

AM: Each prayer will end with:  Hear us, O God, 
 C: Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Offering Music    “I Wonder As I Wander” arr. Lynette Maynard  
     
Offering Prayer 
 
 P: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have 

offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather 
us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all 
the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out 
in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

 C: Amen.  
  
Words of Institution 
 
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  
  . . . For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
 All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion 

Prayer after Communion 

 P: God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of 
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us 
forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good 
news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Sending of Communion (Lay Ministers come forward) 
 
  P:  Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself 

as food, comfort, and strength to a sick world. Anoint with a 
servant heart these who take your word and sacrament to our 
sisters and brothers in their homes and in hospitals. Grant grace, 
mercy, healing and hope to those who receive on your body and 
blood and believe your words of new life. May we all recognize 
that we are at home in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  All:  Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW# 288  
    Verses 1, 2, and 3 pages 15 and 16 
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Blessing 

 P: God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Postlude “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” arr. Lynette Maynard 

Dismissal 

 P: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Leading Worship Today 
Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Mitch Kinsinger 
Music:   Barbara Rossow 
Assisting Ministers:  Dennis Rasmusson and Mary Kowitz 
Ushers:    David Almquist and Florence Rasmusson 
Hospitality:  Jon and Karen Helgason 
Livestream Producer:  Jim Persoon 
 
 

See insert for this week’s announcements. 
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Gathering Hymn Verses 1, 2, 4 & 6 ELW# 298 
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The Bells of Christmas      ELW # 298 

1 The bells of Christmas chime once more; 
 the heav'nly guest is at the door. 
 He comes to earthly dwellings still 
 with new year gifts of peace, good will. 
 
2 This world, though wide and far outspread, 
 could scarcely find for you a bed. 
 Your cradle was a manger stall, 
 no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall. 
 
4 Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 
 to keep our Christmas with our king, 
 until our song, from loving souls, 
 like rushing mighty water rolls! 
 
6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav'nly guest, 
 and keep your Christmas in our breast; 
 then David's harpstrings, hushed so long, 
 shall swell our jubilee of song. 
 
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt. 
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Hymn of the Day Verses 1, 2 and 3 ELW #294 
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In the Bleak Midwinter 
 
1 In the bleak midwinter, 
 frosty wind made moan, 
 earth stood hard as iron, 
 water like a stone; 
 snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
 snow on snow, 
 in the bleak midwinter, 
 long ago. 
 
2 Heaven cannot hold him, 
 nor earth sustain; 
 heav'n and earth shall flee away 
 when he comes to reign; 
 in the bleak midwinter 
 a stable place sufficed 
 the Lord God almighty, 
 Jesus Christ. 
 
3 What can I give him, 
 poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd 
 I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man 
 I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him— 
 give my heart. 
 
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
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Sending Hymn Verses 1, 2 and 3 ELW #288 
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice    ELW#288 

 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 
 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

 


