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   Sunday, February 19, 2023 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Introduction 

  Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 
cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in 
several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved 
Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as 
Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash 
Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some 
churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This 
word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will 
be sung again at Easter. 

Prelude   “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

Welcome and Announcements 

GATHERING 
 
Greeting    Matt. 5:14 
 
 P: Alleluia. This is my Son, My Chosen, listen to him! 
 All:  Alleluia. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  Holy One, source of our renewal, 
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All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned 
away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that 
we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
 P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new 

things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in 
the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

 All: Amen. 
Please stand if you are able. 

 
Gathering Hymn      “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” ELW#553 
    Verses 1, 2 and 3 Large print words found on page 18 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Kyrie 
 P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 All: Lord have mercy 
  
 P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
 All: Lord have mercy 
 
 P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 All: Lord have mercy 
 
 P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 All: Lord have mercy 
 
 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord 
 All: Amen 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

 P: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 
the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the 
bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our 
adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and 
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 All: Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 

  At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days 
and forty nights. The “glory of the LORD” settled on the mountain, and 
on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God gave 
Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 

  12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13So Moses 
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of 
God. 14To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you 
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to 
them.” 
  

  15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 
Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses 
was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

 
 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 2  Read Responsively by whole verse 

  You are my son; this day have I begotten you. (Ps. 2:7) 

 AM: 1Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty 
threats? 

 All: 2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes  plot 
together, against the LORD and against the  LORD’s anointed? 

 
 AM: 3“Let us break their  yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
 All: 4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the LORD holds them  in 

derision.  
 
 AM: 5Then in wrath God  speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror. 
 All: 6“As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 

  
 AM: 7Let me announce the decree  of the LORD, who said to me, “You are my 

son; this day have I begotten you. 
 All: 8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and 

the ends of the earth for  your possession.  
  

 AM: 9You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a  piece of 
pottery.” 

 All: 10And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers  of the earth. 
  

 AM: 11Submit to the  LORD with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
 All: 12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 

Happy are all who take refuge in God! 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

  At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the 
beloved Son. By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to 
be heard through the word of scripture. 

  16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
18We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with 
him on the holy mountain. 
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  19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do 
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 
own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but 
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 
 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 17th Chapter 

 All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

  Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is 
revealed to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine 
glory called the transfiguration. 

  1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  
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  6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 
by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 
  

  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no 
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    “Transfigured and Transfiguring" Pastor Jeremy Bork 
 

Please stand if you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day “Be Thou My Vision” ELW# 793 
Verses 1, 2, 3, and 4 Large print  words can be found on page 19 

 
 

 
      
  

  



Page - 11 

Apostle’s Creed 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

Prayers of Intercession  
 AM: Each prayer will end with:  Merciful God,  
 All: Receive our prayer. 
 

Please stand for the sharing of the peace 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

MEAL 
 
Offering Music  “Come to the Mountain” Kathy Tunseth 
    Sunday Morning Choir 
    
    Please stand if you are able.  
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Offering Prayer 
 P: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 

free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of 
merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You 
we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

 All: Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 

Invitation to Communion  

 P: Come and taste the joy of God! 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 All:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  
 
  . . . For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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 Lord’s Prayer 
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 
  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Communion 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
 All: Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 P: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 

from this table.  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 
journey humbly with you. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please stand if you are able.  
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SENDING 
 
Sending Hymn “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” ELW# 315 
    Verses 1, 2, 4 and 5  Large print words on page 19 

 

 
 
Blessing 
 P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s 

rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
 All: Amen. 

Please be seated for the Postlude. 
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Postlude   “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair”  arr. John Dunstable 
 
Dismissal 
 P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Leading Worship Today 
Pastor:   Rev. Jeremy Bork 
Music:   Barbara Rossow 
Assisting Ministers:  Diane Almendinger and Pam Wiehe 
Ushers:    David Almquist and Florence & Dennis Rasmusson 
Hospitality:  Mary Kowitz and Virginia Iverson 
Livestream Producer:  Silvester Vicic 
 
Announcements 
 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK FOR AHLC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:  
Dean Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Wayne Blossey, Tom Brackey, Carol 
Brockway, Linda Brockway, Carolyn Brusseau, Gary Clark, Jerry Ekblad, 
Richard Edge, Dona Haberman, Esther Hallgren, Adeline Hansen, Karen 
Helgason, John Hollman, Richard Johnson, Tyler King, Jan Kowitz, Paul Kowitz, 
Velta Krauze, John Lind, Linda Nyberg , Tom Nyman, Priscilla Reeve, Betty 
Richter, Jackie Staples, Ken Wagner, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  Barbara Watters February 3 
  David Almquist February 4 
  Elaine Rohrbach February 8 
  Carol Krauze February 9 
  Carol Brockway February 17 
  Debra Gray February 21 
  Jacqueline Staples February 25 
 
Welcome and Thank You to Rev. Jeremy Bork for being here this 
morning.  He is the Director of Programming & Communications at Mount Olivet 
Conference & Retreat Center in Farmington MN.  



Page - 17 

Church Member Wayne Hansen is offering 
his Tax Knowledge and Expertise to church 
members and friends again this year to file a 
complete and accurate 2022 tax return.  If anyone 
has questions about taxes you may contact Wayne 
at 612-787-8161 call or text or his email is 
wkahanse@comcast.net. 
 

 
 

Midweek Lenten Services  
Soup and Scripture Study 2023 
 
This year, we will be holding weekly 
services in the Reception Room at AHLC 
(and on Zoom) on the five Wednesdays of 

Lent. A light soup luncheon will be served from 11:30 am - 12:00 noon. From 
noon-12:45, Intern Becky or Pastor Mitch will offer a study of a passage of 
scripture, some of which will be the lectionary passages for the upcoming Sunday. 
These services will offer a chance to gather in community and to reflect on the 
season of Lent through careful consideration of scripture. The dates are March 1, 8, 
15, 22, and 29.  
 
The East Side Collaborative has created a 
wonderful Lenten Challenge for all of us to 
participate in this year.  During Lent many 
people like to "give up" things or add in a 
spiritual component to their day. We will do both! Pick up your challenge sheets 
after church or in the office and join together with others as we collect items from 
our homes to give up, pray, read scriptures and reflect this Lenten season.  
 

 
HVAC Fundraiser 
 
Thank you to those members who have already contributed 
to our HVAC Fundraiser.  We are just over 1/3 of the way 
to our goal! Please consider making a donation.  
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Gathering Hymn 
 
 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
 
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
 Christ, the true and only light, 
 Sun of righteousness, arise, 
 triumph o'er the shades of night; 
 Dayspring from on high, be near; 
 Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
 unaccompanied by thee; 
 joyless is the day's return, 
 till thy mercy's beams I see, 
 till they inward light impart, 
 glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
 pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
 fill me, radiancy divine, 
 scatter all my unbelief; 
 more and more thyself display, 
 shining to the perfect day. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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Hymn of the Day 

Be Thou My Vision 

 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 
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Sending Hymn 

How Good, Lord, to Be Here! 

 
1 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Your glory fills the night; 
 your face and garments, like the sun, 
 shine with unborrowed light. 
 
2 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 your beauty to behold 
 where Moses and Elijah stand, 
 your messengers of old. 
 
4 Before we taste of death, 
 we see your kingdom come; 
 we long to hold the vision bright 
 and make this hill our home. 
 
5 How good, Lord, to be here! 
 Yet we may not remain; 
 but since you bid us leave the mount, 
 come with us to the plain. 
 
Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt. 

 
 
  


