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Sunday, March 19, 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Introduction 

  Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is 
the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I 
see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of 
who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of 
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear 
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

Prelude   “Amazing Grace” arr. Robert Hobby 

Welcome and Announcements 

GATHERING 
 
Greeting    John 8:12 
 P: Jesus says, I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will have the 

light of life. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty 
days, and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance 

and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

  Holy God, 
 
All:  We confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and 

do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving 
to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt 
though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.  Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life.  
Amen. 
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 P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you 
with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in 
the Spirit’s power. 

 All: Amen. 
Please stand if you are able. 

 
Gathering Hymn      “Christ, the Life of All the Living” ELW# 339 
   Verses 1, 2, and 3  Large print words found on page 18 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Kyrie: 
 P:   All: 
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Prayer of the Day 

 P: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, 
and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

  Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse 
and did not match his brothers in height or other physical 
characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the 
LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

  1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD 
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice. 
  

  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his 
sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 
chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not 
sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
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ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 
and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set 
out and went to Ramah. 

 
 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 23 Read responsively by whole verse 

  You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 

 AM: 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
 All: 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside 

still waters. 
  

 AM: 3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for 
your name’s sake. 

 All: 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.  
  

 AM: 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 All: 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

  Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct 
our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is 
truly pleasing to God. 

  8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it 
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from 
the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
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 AM: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 P:     The holy gospel according to John the 9th Chapter 
 All:    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 

  Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he 
regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God. 

  1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 
one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 
and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept 
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The 
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man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
  

  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now 
I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again 
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
  

  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that 
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  

  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 
25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And 
they drove him out. 
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  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is 
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon   "Here’s Mud In Your Eyes" Pastor Mitch 

Please stand if you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound” ELW# 779 
    Verses 1, 2, 4, and 5 Large print found on page 19 
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Apostle’s Creed 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

Installation of Leaders in the Congregation  

  Leadership Responsibilities 
  Installation of Congregational Council 
 
 P: On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
  Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which 

you have been elected? 
Council: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly.  
 

 P: People of God, I ask you:  
  Will you support these, your elected leaders and will you share in the 

mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
 All: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 
 P: I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this 

congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your 
deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

 All: Amen. 
Council may return to their seats.  

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 
 

 
 



Page - 12 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 AM: Each prayer will end with:  Merciful God,  
 All: Receive our prayer. 
 

Please stand for the sharing of the peace 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
MEAL 
 
Offering Music  “What Wondrous Love Is This” arr. Paul J. Christianson 
    Sunday Morning Choir 
 
    Please stand if you are able.  
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Offering Prayer 

 P: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them 
in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to 
receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through 
Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 P: Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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Words of Institution 
 
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  
 
  . . . With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from 

death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen.  
 
Communion 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in  his grace. 
 All: Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

 P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With 
the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

 
 All: Amen. 
 

Please stand for the Sending Hymn 
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SENDING 
 
Sending Hymn “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” ELW# 611 
     Verses 1, 2, and 3  Large print words on page 20  
 

 

Blessing 

 P: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life and the 
Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 

 All: Amen. 

Please be seated for the Postlude. 
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Postlude       “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” arr. Roberta Rowland-Rabold 
 
Dismissal 
 P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Leading Worship Today 
Pastor:   Pastor Mitch Kinsinger  
Music:   Barbara Rossow 
Assisting Ministers:  Diane Allmendinger and Pam Wiehe 
Ushers:    David Almquist and Florence and Dennis Rasmusson 
Hospitality:  Judy and Michelle Hanggi 
Livestream Producer:  Silvester Vicic 
 

Announcements 

PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK FOR AHLC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:  
Dean Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Wayne Blossey, Tom Brackey, Carol 
Brockway, Linda Brockway, Carolyn Brusseau, Gary Clark, Jerry Ekblad, 
Richard Edge, Dona Haberman, Esther Hallgren, Adeline Hansen, Karen 
Helgason, John Hollman, Richard Johnson, Tyler King, Jan Kowitz, Velta Krauze, 
John Lind, Linda Nyberg, Tom Nyman, Priscilla Reeve, Betty Richter, Jackie 
Staples, Ken Wagner, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. 

 
 



MARCH BIRTHDAYS  
Thomas Dolen March 19 
Cheryl Hollman March 21 
Carol Baldwin March 25 
Myrl Vietor March 25 
Linda McInerney March 27 

 
 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
Cheryl & John Hollman  March 21 
David & Nancy Seagren March 24

 
The East Side Collaborative has created a wonderful Lenten Challenge for 
all of us to participate in this year.  During Lent many people like to "give up" 
things or add in a spiritual component to their day. We will do both! Pick up your 
challenge sheets after church or in the office and join together with others as we 
collect items from our homes to give up, pray, read scriptures and reflect this 
Lenten season.  
 
Midweek Lenten Services  
Soup and Scripture Study 2023 
 
This year, we have been  holding weekly services in the Reception Room at AHLC 
(and on Zoom) on the five Wednesdays of Lent. A light soup luncheon will be 
served from 11:30 am - 12:00 noon. From noon-12:45, Intern Becky or Pastor 
Mitch will offer a study of a passage of scripture, some of which will be the 
lectionary passages for the upcoming Sunday. These services will offer a chance to 
gather in community and to reflect on the season of Lent through careful 
consideration of scripture. The remaining dates are March 15, 22, and 29.  
Enter Zoom.us in your browser  
 click on "Join" in the top right corner  
 Meeting ID: 832 0572 1683     Passcode: AHLC1115 
          Dial by your location: 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
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Gathering Hymn Verses 1, 2 and 3 ELW #339  
 
Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 
1 Christ, the life of all the living,  
 Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
 Christ, yourself for me once giving  
 to the darkest depths of woe: 
 through your suff'ring, death, and merit  
 life eternal I inherit. 
 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  
 dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 
2 You have suffered great affliction  
 and have borne it patiently, 
 even death by crucifixion,  
 fully to atone for me; 
 for you chose to be tormented  
 that my doom should be prevented. 
 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  
 dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 
3 Then, for all that bought my pardon, 
 for the sorrows deep and sore, 
 for the anguish in the garden, 
 I will thank you evermore; 
 thank you for the groaning, sighing,  
 for the bleeding and the dying, 
 for that last triumphant cry, 
 praise you evermore on high. 
 
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
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Hymn of the Day Verses 1, 2, 4 and 5 ELW #779 
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 
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Sending Hymn Verses 1, 2, and 3 ELW #611 
 
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Come unto me and rest; 
 lay down, O weary one, lay down 
 your head upon my breast." 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 so weary, worn, and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad. 
 
2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Behold, I freely give 
 the living water, thirsty one; 
 stoop down and drink and live." 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 of that life-giving stream; 
 my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
 and now I live in him. 
 
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "I am this dark world's light; 
 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
 and all your day be bright." 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 in him my star, my sun; 
 and in that light of life I'll walk 
 till trav'ling days are done. 
 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 


