“A combined December Newsletter
with an insert for your church’s individual information.”

We welcome Pastor Walter Still!
November 2025

Dear faithful siblings in Christ of Arlington
Hills Lutheran Church,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

| am excited to serve as the Intentional
Interim Lead Pastor with Arlington Hills

of Advent, November 30, 2025. | look
forward to working with the staff, leaders
and faithful of another of Christ’s churches
in the St Paul Synod of the ELCA. As partners in the faith, the Holy Spirit will gwde and
bless our journey together in Christ.

The Spirit has called me to serve Christ's Church in three congregations over forty years in
Pittsburgh PA and Ft Myers FL. In the second call in Pittsburgh, | served as a
“Redevelopment Pastor.” This meant that with God’s help, | lead a struggling congregation
to a renewed sense of mission and vitality with staff and facility expansion. In addition to
faith-filled worship, a growing Sunday School and youth ministry, we partnered with area
ELCA congregations for a shared Senior’s ministry. One of our favorite events was “Saints
and Sinners Daytrip”—we would visit a historic church in Pittsburgh and enjoy lunch at a
brewery. It is exciting that Hope Lutheran Church, Cranberry Township, has grown into the
largest ELCA congregation in the SW PA Synod.

| was called by the ELCA to serve as the Pastor Developer in 1999, and, after its
organization in 2003, was called as the First Pastor of Peace Lutheran Church, serving
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south Ft Myers and Sanibel Island for 21 years. Planting a new church, in partnership
with God, is a challenging venture as visons for ministry and mission were crystallized, a
site selected, and plans for staff, facilities, and ambitious evangelism, stewardship and
strategic plans were developed. Worship swelled to over 500 a weekend in the Winter
and about one hundred during the Summer. We developed a strong small group ministry,
parish nurse, Befrienders, and other programs to support the many seniors of the
congregation and area. A dream of developing a Senior Center began and continues post
-Covid pandemic in a new way. With a few hurricanes and tropical storms battering the
area, plus the “boom and bust” economic cycles of Florida, challenges were always
present. We celebrated the many ways that God led us to be a strong, welcoming, and
vital church of the ELCA. The development called upon and grew my gifts of persistence,
community, preaching, teaching, and leadership within the Church of Jesus Christ. What
a joy it was to plant and grow, with God’s help, a new congregation of the ELCA!

In the Florida Bahamas Synod, | served on several synodical teams and chaired the
Synod's Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. | was nominated
as a candidate for the Office of Bishop in 2017 and rejoiced with the election of a
colleague. In my Ft Myers neighborhood, | worked with Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
leaders on Interfaith Dialogues, led Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogues with the
neighboring Catholic parish and shared worship with the ELCA Full Communion
Partners. | was an adjunct Theology Professor of Barry University working with police, fire
fighters and educators seeking degrees. | have led several study tours for Luther/Bach to
Germany and the Holy Land.

My hometown is Columbus PA, a small town in Northwestern PA. | have earned degrees
at Penn State University, the Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg, and a Ph D in Theology
from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. My wife Elizabeth Spang is a flutist. We are
blessed with two daughters and grandchildren who live in Minneapolis.

| retired from Peace Ft Myers during the Covid pandemic in October 2020. | continue to
enjoy serving the Lord as an Interim Pastor. In the Southeast lowa Synod, | served over
two years at St John's Lutheran Church, Des Moines as Interim Associate Pastor, Senior
Bridge Pastor, and Transition Pastor with the new Senior Pastor. In the St Paul Synod, |
served with the faithful of Prince of Peace, Roseville, St James’ Lutheran Church,
Burnsville and Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Circle Pines, MN.

In discussion with the Bishop and staff of the St Paul’s Synod and the Executive Team of
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, we have prayed for and discussed the mission and
challenges being faced. The ministry, mission, and legacy that God has created with the
thousands of faith-filled disciples through your church is tremendous. As | have learned
in several meetings and visits to with your congregation, there is much that needs to be
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celebrated, discussed, and determined. As Interim Pastor, | will focus on spiritual vitality
of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, and with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, lead faith-filled
ministry of Word and Sacrament with direction for our work with God. | look forward to
working with the leaders, staff and faithful. | view our time and relationship as a privilege
of being entering this pilgrimage of renewal -- a holy time to “be transformed in the
renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12.2)

One of my important values is partnership—as we collaborate with God as the body of
Christ my prayer is that the vitality and spirit of the faithful of Arlington Hills Lutheran
Church will see God at work. St Paul, in writing to the faithful at Corinth wrote, “...so, if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” Especially as we enter the beautiful Season
of Advent and Christmas, we have much to celebrate!

| look forward to the exciting and surprising ways that we will celebrate Christ's ministry
with all you during this holy time of Interim Ministry.

In Christ, Pr Walter+
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Please join us for Christmas Worship N

O

Christmas Eve at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church

4:00 p.m. Worship Service
Christmas Eve at First Lutheran Church “
3:45 a.m. Prelude Music
4:00 p.m. Worship Service

Christmas Day Service <
Pre-recorded and online Christmas Day
at www.ahle-stp.org >
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Beloved friends,

As we come to the close of the church year and step
toward the holy season of Advent, we find ourselves
held by the profound promise at the heart of Christ the
King—the Reign of Love. On Christ the King Sunday, we
remember that Christ’s power is not the power of force,
dominance, or fear. Instead, Christ reigns from the
cross with grace, compassion, and self-giving love.

As Colossians reminds us, he is the One who “holds all things together”—and this year,
we have witnessed that truth in powerful and tender ways.

In a world increasingly shaped by anxiety and division, we gather as two communities
who have leaned on one another, worshiped together, and discovered again and again
that Christ’s reign is not distant. It is here—within us and among us—every time we
practice compassion, every time we choose hope over despair, and every time we step
forward in faith even when the way feels uncertain.

A Season of Transition, Gratitude, and Courage

This Advent brings with it two extraordinary milestones—one for each of our
congregations.

At First Lutheran Church, we look with excitement toward the near completion of the
sanctuary renovation project. After months of worshiping in new ways and in new
spaces, we are preparing to return to a beautifully renewed sanctuary. The work reflects
not only bricks, beams, and paint, but the enduring commitment of this congregation to
create a sacred space where all can encounter God’s grace. The homecoming later this
winter will be a moment of joy, renewal, and gratitude for all who made it possible.

At Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, we also arrive at a significant turning point. The
congregation will sign a purchase agreement for the sale of the building on December 1st
—a decision made with both faith and courage. This moment is full of possibility and also
full of emotion. It marks an ending of a long chapter in the congregation’s history, one
filled with beloved memories, ministries, and relationships that have shaped
generations. And yet, as we look ahead, Arlington Hills continues to embody a living,
breathing witness to Christ’s love—a community ready to follow wherever God leads
next.

We hold both truths together: the celebration of new beginnings and the honest grief
of change. These are not opposites but companions on the journey of faith. God meets

Continued on next page
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us in both—in our joy and in our sorrow, in our excitement and in our uncertainty—
continually drawing us into the life-giving work of mercy, justice, and love.

Walking Into Advent Together

Advent invites us to begin again. It draws our attention away from the noise and
demands of the world and turns us toward God’s quiet, steady coming—born notin a
palace but in a manger, not with armies but with angels, not with triumphal force but
with vulnerable love. In this season, as our congregations continue to worship and
discern together, we are reminded that Christ’s reign does not depend on perfect
conditions or perfect people. It takes root whenever ordinary people choose to embody
extraordinary love.

Our shared worship this fall has offered a glimpse of that love in action: encouragement
offered, ministries shared, tables extended, stories told, prayers lifted. As we look
toward Christmas, may we carry with us the truth that Christ reigns not from above us,
but from within our communities and relationships. And so we enter Advent with hope—
grounded in Christ’s presence, strengthened by our partnership, and open to the Spirit’s
imagination for what comes next.

Upcoming December Events

Please mark your calendars and join us for these special gatherings during this holy
season:

e Senior Christmas Worship, Dinner & Program - Saturday, December 6 at 11:00 AM
A festive worship service followed by a delicious holiday meal and program. All seniors
and friends are welcome!

e Ugly Sweater Christmas Pageant - Sunday, December 14 at 9:30 AM
Wear your best—and worst—festive sweater and join us for a joyful, playful retelling of
the Christmas story led by our children and youth.

e Lessons & Carols Worship Service - Sunday, December 21 at 9:30 AM
A beautiful morning of Scripture and song as we prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming.

Beloved Congregations, as we journey toward Christmas, may we trust that Christ’s
reign is already blossoming in our midst—whenever compassion overrides contempt,
whenever forgiveness takes root, whenever hope nudges us forward. In this season of
transition and anticipation, may we continue walking together, held by the One whose
love holds all things together.

In the grace, mystery, and joy of Jesus,
Thanks be to God. Pastor Chris
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Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your
care, watching over them—not because you
must, but because you are willing, as God
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain,
but eager to serve; not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that will
never fade away.” 1Peter5:2-4

We give thanks for the shepherds,
Pastor Chris and Pastor Stanley,
who took in our flock when we needed it the
most. We give thanks for their love, leadership,
and care these past months. We also give

thanks to Brenda, who quietly worked behind
the scenes. Showing up, helping leading in her /

own way. For you members that we have come N

to love. \® /J

We are grateful that we could provide a
worship space for their congregation,

when they needed it. e |

From all of this we have formed new ‘P

friendships, new partnerships, and a stronger
relationship with our Lord.

And for that, we give thanks!
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Alley Shope News December 2025

December is a time for reflection, preparation, and anticipation. We are in
the midst of all of that at Alley Shoppe this December. Our Drive-Up

. Christmas event is on December 9th . We are preparing gifts for the 1500 or
¥ 5o children we will serve this year. We also have gifts for the men and
women that care for those children! Stay tuned after the 9th for the final
humbers and reflections on the event!

As you are preparing, reflecting, and anticipating this December, think
about the Alley Shoppe families. What might it be like to stand in line for
clothing for you and your kids. Was there a time in your life when you
Qi}) wondered how you would get gifts for your kids? Who helped you? What

foods did you fix when money was very tight? Tuna, pasta, chicken, vegetables, and rice
have been very popular and were available because of an anonymous donors concern
that families were going without food. Were there times that you had to go without
something? | believe there are times in our lives when we all need a little extra help.

This December we will be a part of that extra help. For families in the Open Door School,
for families with children in Head Start, for families with a parent in a recovery program,
for all kinds of families that visit Alley Shoppe, Christmas should be a bit easier.

The question | get asked most often is “What do you really need?”

At this time of year, we especially need winter gear. Coats, hats, mittens, gloves and
boots. Gently used is just fine. We also shop thrift stores and sales so if you prefer, we
can do the shopping for you. | can purchase coats for under $20 for adults and $15 for
children’s coats. If you make a financial gift indicate that it is for coats and we will
shop.

In this season of Advent may you see hope for this world in the kindness shown each
week to our Alley Shoppe families by the volunteers. One of our clients said after we
made a delivery to their home, “You are like Santa only better. You are all just kind

people.”

Alley Shoppe will be closed from
Happy December, December 10-January 4th.
Pam Please hold your donations until then. Thank You.
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Sunday Worship Services are at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Coffee Hour following in the Reception Room

Alley Shoppe Donations - Mondays and Tuesdays

10:00 - noon - come to the front door and a volunteer will be there to assist you.

Alley Shoppe - Tuesdays - for clients - 9:30 a.m. - 1:00p.m.

Staff Meetings - Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. - Pastor’s Office
Bible Study - Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Reception Room
And - Fridays- 7:00 p.m. by Zoom - Pastor Stanley Ayashim

Romeo Breakfast - Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. Perkins County Road D & WB Avenue
Movers & Makers - Wednesdays - 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at First Lutheran

December 2

December5
December6

December 7
December 8

December 9

December 10
December 11

December 14
December 15
December 16
December 18

December 21
December 24
December 25

AHLC - WMA Meeting - Pastor’s office - 11:00 a.m.

Builder User Meeting - Reception Room - 2:00 p.m.

HOP funeral - Reception Room, Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall 8:30 - 4:00
AHLC/First - Senior Worship and Luncheon - Sanctuary 11:00/
Fellowship Hall following service.

Second Sunday of Advent

AHLC - Alley Shoppe Set Up for Toy Give Away

Reception Room/Fellowship Hall

AHLC - Alley Shoppe Toy Give Away - MUST BE PRE REGISTERED
Reception Room/Fellowship Hall/Entry Way

AHLC - FPA Meeting

AHLC/First - Crafting - Fellowship Hall-10:00 a

AHLC - Barb Rossow’s Student Piano Recital - Sanctuary/Reception
Ugly Christmas Sweater Pageant - 9:30 - Sanctuary

AHLC - Executive Meeting - 11:00 - Pastor’s Office

AHLC - Council Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Reception Room

AHLC - Funeral 10:00 a.m. for Joan Peterson (former member)
Sanctuary and Reception Room

Lessons and Carols - 9:30 - Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services - 4:00 at both churches

Christmas Day Service - on line at www.ahlc-stp.org

Church office closed - December 25-January 4th.
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Arlington Hills Lutheran Church

4 1115 Greenbrier St., St. Paul, MN »
ﬁ 65+ and older ~ Traditional Wership - 11:00 a.m. A N U G L '
= Dinner & Entertainment follow
featuring “The Bingea Family Singers”

A Saturday, December 6, 2025

Sunday, Pecember 14 2025 9:30am
& Arlington Hills Lutheran Church e

Besides breaking out your so-ugly-i's-beautiful Christmas
sweaters, this very interactive Christmas Program will engage
a few folks dressed as “Nativity” characters! Everyone who
comes will receive a “Pageant Kit” to participate!

* So come join in the fun! *

Following worship, there will be a time of food and community
in the Reception Room! Just come ready to join inl
And take some fun pics at our Selfie-Station|

The sanctuary of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, circa 1952,

Blessings to you and your loved ones this Christnas season! l " * * *

Thank you to everyone
who participated or attended the
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service
on November 25th hosted at
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church.
Great service, Great Fellowship

and Great PIE! [Sg ’g

Yum.!

@*5%
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DECEMBER PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES

JOIN US FOR
' Tl Bible Studies
Tuesdays - 10:00 a.m. - Reception Room

Fridays - 7:00 p.m. by Zoom

Advent Devotional for 2025

“The Power of Yes” Theme Overview.
(copies are available in the office)

In this liminal time, there are so many reasons to not
say yes.

Even the small yeses in our daily lives feel riskier
somehow. Decisions about where we put our money,
our time, our energy, our confidence, and our faith feel
more important than ever during these volatile times.
We come from a history of people who said yes.
Throughout the story of the people of God, brave and
faithful, everyday people said yes to God. In Advent,
these yeses are even more significant. What does it
take to get to yes? Why does it matter? Why does it
matter that we believe this? This is a story that we tell,
that isn’t just on a page or in ancient tales, but one
that lives in our bones, and calls to us to say our own
yes when we are called into what God is doing now.

Rev. Miguel Escobar

_The Rev. Miguel Escobar serves as curate at San Andrés Episcopal
Church in Brooklyn, New York. He is the author of The Unjust Steward:
Wealth, Poverty, and the Church Today. Learn more about his work and
‘ writings at https://miguelcescobar.blogspot.com/.

© 2025 Church Anew
™ With the purchase of these materials, you have gained access to use and adapt these

resources in one church location for non-commercial purposes. Please use the following attribution: "©
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR DECEMBER

December?7 Lessons - Florence Rasmusson David Almquist First Lutheran
AHLC Tom Brackey
Dennis Rasmusson
Prayers - First
December Lessons - AHLC Elaine Rorhbach David Almquist Mary Kowitz
14 Cheryl Hollman Wayne Hansen Kathy Brackey
Prayers - First
December Lessons and Mary Kowitz Florence R Arlington Hills
21 Carols Dennis R, And
David Almquist First Lutheran
December Lessons - No communion Elaine & Charles None
24 Mary Kowitz Rohrbach
Prayers - First Tom Brackey,
Wayne Hansen
December | Orval Osmundson Dana Nelson Elaine & Charles Jon Helgason
28 Mary Kowitz Rohrbach Florence Rasmusson

Sunday Morning Choir in December will sing on the

1st Sunday and 3rd Sundays
Rehearsal at 8:45 in the Sanctuary

Reminder - Christmas Memorial Garden

If you would like to contribute to our Christmas Memorial Garden this
year, in memory of a loved on or in honor of a loved one, forms are
available in the church office. Forms and payments are due to the
office by December 15th to be included in the Christmas Eve Bulletin.

Feel free to call the church office as well and Mary can help you.

Church Office Holiday Hours

Christmas Eve - closing at noon. Closed December 25th through January 4th
Email will be checked during this time . Please call Mary at 651-242-0538
for any pastoral needs.
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Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
1115 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106

OUR VISION
“Arlington Hills Lutheran Church Community, A Beacon
for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.”

OUR MISSION
“To Spread the Good News of
Jesus Christ to all in word and deed.”

COMPANION CONGREGATION
Idegenda, Tanzania
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