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Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025

WELCOME

(Please note that the announcements will be near the end of the service.

Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and

P:

something to drink, ready for communion)

Now let us quiet our hearts and minds as we prepare for worship and listen
to the prelude.

PRELUDE “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” arr. Anne Krentz Organ

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Third Candle - Joy

ONE:

All:

Third Candle Poem - JOY

We light candle three, and today it’s all joy!

We explode this good news of this baby, this boy,
Who will grow to become the light for each one.
He will speak a new word of love under the sun!

And all those who hear it will now come to know,

That what’s hurt and what’s broken will no longer grow.
Instead, there’ll be singing, let’s join in the dance,

Put on clothes of joy, wear bright colored pants.

Like Mary with child, as Elizabeth’s babe leaps,

And in Mary’s heart always this treasure she keeps.
So, let God’s face shine on us, too, from the start,
God’s love will transform every cold, hopeless heart.

We pray...

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you
made us: you created us for joy - filled hearts and lives. Show us the
creative power of hope. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be
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ONE:

contained, but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed,
that we may walk in the joyful light of a baby born. Amen.

We light three candle of peace as we sing together...

SONG OF REFLECTION “0O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

(verse 1,2 & 3)
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Confessions and Forgiveness Liturgy

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

ONE:

ALL:
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Today, we acknowledge our separation from God and each other...

God of all grace, you invite us to imagine a better world, but instead we
are sometimes afraid, because if we know the truth, then we have work
to do. So, instead, more often than not, we allow things to stay the
same.



One:

welcomed. Thanks be to God!

We don’t speak out. We don’t value creation. We don’t dream of a world
without racism, poverty, gender inequality, war, or shame. Forgive us.
Show us the way. Help us see the abundance all around us and seek
ways to change. Amen.

Family of faith, we who feel scattered are held together. We who have lost
our way are forgiven and found. And we who are lonely are brought into this
circle of hope and are told, “There’s room for you here.” From generation to
generation, this is the good news! We are held, forgiven, found and
ALL: Amen!

Make the sign of the cross on your forehead to remember you are beloved.

GATHERING HYMN

“Comfort, comfort Now My People”
Verses 1, 2 and 3 - Large print words found on page 16

ELW 256
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war
Val - leys, rise
and

v
is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
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GREETING
One: The amazing grace of Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, and the
intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also, with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Assisting minister
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

One: Letus praytogether, the Prayer of the Day.

All:  Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our
faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated for the Ugly Christmas Sweater Pageant
found in a separate document
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You are cordially invited to

* TANUGLY  *

Sunday, Pecember 14 2025 9:30am
'Y Arlington Hills Lutheran Church »

Besides breaking out your so-ugly-it's-beautiful Christmas
sweaters, this very interactive Christmas Program will engage
a few folks dressed as "Nativity” characters! Everyone who
comes will receive a "Pageant Kit” to participate!
P % So come join in the fun! A

Following worship, there will be a “Welcome In” time of food
and community in the Reception Room! Just come ready to join in!
And take some fun pics at our Selife-Station!

* » * » L g
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Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Hymn of the Day

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come* ELW # 263

Verses 1, 2, 3 and 6 - Large print words found on page 17
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Sav - ior of the na - tions,come; vir-gin’s son, make here your home.

2 Not by hu-man flesh and blood, but the mys - tic Breath of God,
3 Won-drous birth—oh, won-drous child— from his throne, a  vir - gin mild!
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Mar-vel now, O heav’'n and earth: God has cho-sen such a birth.
was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of wom - an, blos - som fresh.
Ver - y God, and Mar -y’s son, ea - ger now his race to run!

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. hymnal version
Music: NUN komMm, DER HEIDEN HEILAND, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

One:
All:
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Let us boldly proclaim our faith in the Apostle’s Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of the People

PRAYERS OF PEOPLE

ONE:

ONE:

Al:

Loving Creator, There are days when the world feels like it’s on fire. There
are days when we are inundated with bad news, days when we are up to our
eyes in grief, days when we have reached the end of our rope. On those
days, loving God, we reach for you. On those days, we return to the
sanctuary. On those days, we light candles. On those days, we sing. On
those days, we fight tooth and nail to hold onto hope. So in an effort to
release the fears that trap us, we name them aloud and give them to you.
God, hear our prayers...(pause for prayers lifted up out loud)

For wars that cannot find an end, for children who cannot find food, for
teenagers who cannot find peace, for elders who cannot find joy, for those
who live in fear of being deported—Holy God, draw near. For people who are
lonely, for people spending their holidays in the hospital, for the tender
challenge of every new beginning. Loving God, draw near

...(pause for prayers lifted up in silence)

And as you draw near, remind us that we too can make a difference. When
the weight of the world overwhelms us, remind us that faith looks like giving
your second coat away. Infuse us with hope. Swat away our insecurities.
Drown out our doubts. Silence the fears that cage us and remind us that
change always comes from “small acts of great love. Help us look for the joy
you bring in each moment even when it seems like there’s nothing to be
joyful about. So, with hope in our hearts, we roll up our sleeves. With joy in
our hearts, be with us as we strive to do the good that is ours to do.

Amen.

Please stand for the Offering Hymn
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OFFERTORY HYMN
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

ONE: Letus praytogether...

All: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen

COMMUNION
One: Hearthese words Jesus spoke to his disciples so long ago and speaks to us
NOw...
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WORDS OF INSITUTION

In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you.
Do this to remember me”.

And again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me”.

THE LORDS PRAYER

One:

All:

Let us pray together...

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

Please form two lines to receive the bread and wine (red) or juice (white). Gluten free
wafers are also available. You will hear the words for you, “The body of Christ, given for you
and the blood of Christ, shed for you.” Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive
each element if you wish. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know,
and we will bring communion to you. Small children may also receive the elements. Those
participating online, may speak these same words as you eat the bread and drink from the

cup.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

One:

Come just as you are. All Are Welcome. No exceptions.

Page | 11



LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN “All Earth is Hopeful” ELW# 266
Verses 1-4 Large print words found on page 18
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To - da la tie - rra es - pe -raal Sal - va - dor
1 All earth is hope - ful, the Sav - 1or comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun- tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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yel sur - co_a-bier - to, la ob - ra del Se - fior; es el
Fur - rows lie o - pen for God’s cre - a - tive task: this, the
“A vir - gin moth - er will bear Em-man - u - el”; she con -
new high-ways o-pened, new pro - to-cols de-clared. Al-most
This same Lord Je - sus to - day has come to live in our
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la. - bor of peo-ple who strug - gle to  see how
ceived him, “God with us,” our broth - er, whose birth re -
here! God is near - ing, in beau - ty and grace! All
world; he is  pres - ent, in  neigh - bors we see our
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cla - ma jus-ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - 'ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev - ’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!

Je - sus 1s with us, and ev-er sets us free.

TABLE BLESSING

One: And now may this bread of life and this cup of freedom strengthen us and
keep us in the love and grace of Jesus forever.
All: Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us

forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in

the name of Jesus.
All: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Sending Hymn.
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SENDING HYMN

“People, Look East”
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 Large print words found on page 19

ELWi# 248
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed 18
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing  be - yond the frost - weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - Dble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with the word, the Lord 18 com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BENEDICTION
As you leave this place, in all of your living, and breathing, and being, may
you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit, and may it change
your life. In the name of the - three in one - + bless us now and bring us to
All: Amen.

One:
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new life.

Please be seated for the Postlude.



POSTLUDE “People, Look East” arr. Roberta Rowland-Raybold

DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE

One: Goinpeace to love and serve the Lord.
All: We will! Thanks be to God.

One: The peace of God is with you always!
All: And also with you.

One: Share God’s peace with one another.

Sharing of the Peace — we encourage full participation.
Extend the hand of radical hospitality by leaving your seat and greeting
even those you may not know.
Please join us for coffee, treats and more fellowship in the Reception Room!

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SBWA005555.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.
Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7414 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 560638
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Printed, in U.S.A.
© 2025 Church Anew
With the purchase of these materials, you have gained access to use and adapt these resources in one church location
for non-commercial purposes. Please use the following attribution: "© Church Anew. Used with
Permission." Please do not share or distribute these resources beyond your congregation.

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY:

Preaching and Presiding: Pastor Walter Still, Pastor Chris Olson Bingea and
Pastor Stanley Ayashim

Music: Barbara Rossow and John Petraborg

Assisting Ministers: Lessons: Program Prayers: First Lutheran

Sacristans: Larry Jennie and Steve Lewis

Communion Assistants: Elaine Rohrbach and First Lutheran

Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Pastor Chris Bingea, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch

Ushers: David Almquist, Wayne Hansen and First Lutheran

Hospitality: Mary Kowitz and Kathy Brackey

Bible Translation: The Inclusive Bible

Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon or Ryan Henk
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Combined Staffing Information
Pastor Walter Still, Interim Pastor
Chris Olson Bingea, Pastor and Stanley Ayashim, Pastor
Brenda Olson Bingea, Development Director, First Lutheran
John Petraborg/Ellen Hacker, Organists, First Lutheran
Barbara Rossow, Organ/Piano/Choir Director, Arlington Hills Lutheran
Kristin Wolla, Business Administrator and Handbell Director, First Lutheran
Mary Kowitz, Business Administrator, Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
Chris Vos, Finance Administrative Assistant, Arlington Hills Lutheran Church.

Some Upcoming Events

December 14" Third Sunday of Advent- An Ugly Sweater Christmas Pageant
AHLC - Christmas Memorial Garden forms/payment due Dec. 15"
First Lutheran - Poinsettia Garden forms/payment due December 21°'.

December 21t Fourth Sunday of Advent - Lessons and Carols - Worship
Service

December 24" Christmas Eve Services
AHLC - Worship Service -4:00 p.m. only
Sunday morning choir will sing at the 4:00p.m. service.
Rehearsal at 3:15 p.m.

First Lutheran at First Lutheran - 3:45 Prelude Music
Worship Service at 4:00 p.m.

December 25" Christmas Day - Service Pre-recorded.
December 28" Worship Service - Amy and Adams will be providing the music.
AHLC Church Office will be closed from December 25" - January 3.

If you need to reach someone during that time, please contact
Mary Kowitz at 651-242-0538 or Pastor Walter Still at 239-910-0194.
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GATHERING HYMN

Comfort, Comfort Now My People

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sitin darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.

2 Forthe herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Savior of the Nations, Come

1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:
God has chosen such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
but the mystic Breath of God,
was the Word of God made flesh,
fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin's son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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SENDING HYMN

People, Look East

1 People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

3 Stars, keep the watch. When nightis dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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Announcements for the Week of December 14-20
All are welcome to participate in any of the gatherings.

P Arlington Hill Lutheran
Church

Calendar:
Monday —
*Alley Shoppe Volunteers 8:00 a.m.
Donations 10:00 a.m. —nhoon
*Executive Committee 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday —
*Alley Shoppe Closed until Jan. 5" & 6th
*Staff Meeting-11:00a.m.
*Church Council-6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
*Romeo’s Breakfast — 7:30a Perkins on
County Road D/White Bear Ave.

Please pray this week for:
Chris Anderson, Marjorie Anderson, Sven
Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Carolyn
Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan
Frankenberg, Carol Hansen, Wayne
Hansen, Betty Hasse, Ron Hansopn,
Marcia Imsdahl, Patricia James, Jim
Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh,
Velta Krauze, Marilyn Nelson, David
O’Connor, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose,
Bev Stickler, Betty Swanson, Ivanka Vicic,
Ken Wagner, Dorie Wiehe, Gary Winter,
and MaryAnn Wistrom. Please let us know
if there are any updates to this Prayer List.
Email the office at office@ahlc-stp.org.
Thanks.
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Calendar:
Tuesday
*Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. - AHLC -
Reception Room
Wednesday
*Movers and Makers 9-11 a.m.
Friday
*Zoom Bible Study-7:00 p.m.
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/7174668

9744#success

First Lutheran Church

Please pray this week for:
Bob Anderson, Janis Behrens,
Dwaine Berg, Charlotte Coan, Jack
Dunkley, Dan Germain, Don
Haslach, Laura Haslach, Sharon
and Tom Hochstein, Candice
Danielson Johnson, Delores Pulju,
along with her two daughters Sandra
and Diane, Harold Sellie, Ed Selnes,
and Joan Selnes. Please let us know
of any updates to this Prayer List.
Text to Pastor Chris Olson Bingea at
651-247-8926. Thanks
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