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Sunday, December 28, 2025
First Sunday of Christmas

Introduction

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with
the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not
remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with
all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In
our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and

carry us as in days of old.

Welcome and Ahnouncements
( Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “ILEst Ne “ French Carol
GATHERING
Greeting Col. 3:15, 16

P: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of
Christ dwellin you richly.
All: Alleluia.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
Savior, Price of Peace.
All: Amen.

Page - 3



All:

All:
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Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for
your love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we
have not always embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary
with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our
failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in
violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to
embody your good news.

Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your
salvation. Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you.  Christ’s presence redeems the
whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
Amen.

Please stand for the Gathering Hymn




Gathering Hymn “The Bells of Christmas ELW# 298
Verses 1 - 4 Large print words found on page 21
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 18231883, alt.
Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855
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Prayer of the Day

P: O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers.
As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from
harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Hymn of Praise “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ELW# 276
All Verses - Large print words found on page
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

Please be seated for the Readings

Page -6



First Reading: Isaiah 63: 7-9 Assisting Minister

AM:
All:

Psalm

AM:
All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:
All:

AM:
All:
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| will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the
LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to
the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they
are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their
savior in all their distress.

It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love
and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them
all the days of old.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.

Psalm148 Read responsively by whole verse

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the

heavens.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,who commanded, and they were

created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that

shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;

mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.



AM:

All:

Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose
splendor is over earth and heaven.

The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all
faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.

Hallelujah!

Second Reading Hebrews 2:10-18

AM:
All:
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It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call
them brothers and sisters, saying,

“l will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the
congregation | will praise you.” And again, “l will put my trustin him.”
And again, “Here am | and the children whom God has given me.”

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not
come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Gospel reading



Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” ELW page 179
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P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 2" Chapter.
All: Glorytoyou, Olord

Gospel Matthew 2:13-22

Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Josephina
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,
and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child,
to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This
was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out
of Egypt | have called my son.”

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated,
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the
magi. Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled:
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All:

Sermon
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“Avoice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream,
he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

The gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Pastor Walter Still

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Hymn of the Day



Hymn of the Day
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“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
All verses - Large Print words found on page
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Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and

the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession

AM:

Al:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:
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Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church,

creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but
according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to
go into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing
of your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a
healing balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice,
you suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the
faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



AM:

All:

AM:

All:

All:

AM:

All:

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings.
Pour out your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect
them in the palm of your hand. We pray especially for Chris Anderson,
Marjorie Anderson, Sven Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry
Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan Frankenberg, Carol Hansen, Wayne Hansen, Betty
Hasse, Ron Hanson, Marcia Imsdahl, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene
Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Marilyn Nelson, David O’Connot, Priscilla
Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Betty Swanson, lvanka Vicic, Ken Wagner,
Dorie Wiehe, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you
sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger.
As you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones this year.
Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us,
trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you,
O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Sharing of the Peace

Sharing of the Peace

P:
All:
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The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please be seated.



Offering “More Precious Than Silver” Lynn DeShazo
This is from the JOY service songbook,
Songs for Praise and Worship
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Offerto
P:

All:

ry Prayer

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings
you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all
the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our
Savior.

Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P:

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come. Receive the gift of
Jesus.

Great Thanksgiving

P:
All:

P:
All:

All:

Al:
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Words of Institution

P:

Al:

All:

All:

All:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for
the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the
prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May
your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All:

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

P: Godis now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

Lamb of God
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Communion

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward.
Please form a single line to receive the bread by holding out your palms. Once you
receive the bread, you may go to the communion assistant on the side closest to
where you were seated to receive the wine.

If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know,
and we will bring communion to you.

Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.

Communion Hymn “What Feast of Love” ELW#487
All Verses — Large print words found on page
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3 What wineof love is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

-

This, this is Christ the King, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dutner, 0ss, b. 1939
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Table Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
All: Amen

Prayer after Communion
P: Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy.
All: Amen.
Sending
Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Sending Hymn.
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” ELWi# 290
All verses — Large print words found on page 23

Sending Hymn
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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ho - ly light.

that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.



Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.
All: Amen.

Please be seated for the Postlude.

Postlude “This Day is the Start of a Happy New Year”
Amy Adams-Westin

Dismissal
P: Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SBWA005555.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission. Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc.
7414 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 560638
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Printed, in U.S.A.

Leading Worship Today
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still
Music: Amy and Adams
Assisting Ministers: Orval Osmundson and Mary Kowitz
Communion Assistants: Jon Helgason and Dennis Rasmusson
Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch
Ushers: David Almquist and Elaine and Charles Rorhbach
Hospitality: Florence Rasmusson and Jon Helgason
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic or Jim Persoon

PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK FOR AHLC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:

Chris Anderson, Marjorie Anderson, Sven Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Carolyn Brusseau,
Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan Frankenberg, Carol Hansen, Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse,
Ron Hanson, Marcia Imsdahl, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh,
Velta Krauze, Marilyn Nelson, David O’Connor, Priscilta Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler,
Betty Swanson, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, Dorie Wiehe, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn
Wistrom.

Page - 20



Please note that the office will be closed on December 25 until January 5th for the
Holiday. If you need assistance, please contact Mary Kowitz at 651-242-0538 (cell)
or Pastor Walter Still at 239-910-0194.

Gathering Hymn ELW#298 Verses1,2,3and4
The Bells of Christmas

ENGLISH

1 The bells of Christmas chime once more;
the heav'nly guest is at the door.
He comes to earthly dwellings still
with new year gifts of peace, good will.

2 This world, though wide and far outspread,
could scarcely find for you a bed.
Your cradle was a manger stall,
no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall.

3 Now let us go with quiet mind,
the swaddled babe with shepherds find,
to gaze on him who gladdens them,
the loveliest flow'r of Jesse's stem.

4 Oh, join with me, in gladness sing,
to keep our Christmas with our king,
until our song, from loving souls,
like rushing mighty water rolls!

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.
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Carol ELW# 276 Verses 1 and 2
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

1 Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing,
bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new
saw the glory, heard the story,
tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
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Carol
1

Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look
At the Savior, And life more abundant and free.

Refrain
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Turn your eyes upon Jesus: Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.

Thro’ death into life everlasting

He passed, and we follow Him there.
Over us sin no more hath dominion,

For more than conquerors we are! Refrain

His word shall not fail you, He promised;
Believe Him, and all will be well.

Then go to a world that is dying.

His perfect salvation to tell! Refrain



More Precious Than Silver Lynn Deshazo

Lord, You are more precious than silver,
Lord, You are more costly than gold.
Lord, You are more beautiful than diamonds,
And nothing | desire compares with You.
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Communion Hymn ELW#487 All Verses
What Feat of Love

1 What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?

This, this is Christ the king,

the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!

How sweet the manna given!

2 What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sun come down from heaven.
Oh, see and hear and sing!

The Word of God is given!

3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.

Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Sending Hymn
Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christis born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3 Downin a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
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Thank you to all who donated to our
Christmas Memorial Garden.
You may take your poinsettia home today
at the end of the service.

Notice:

The Annual Congregation Meeting will be
held on Sunday, February 8th at 10:45 in
the Reception Room following the
worship service. You may also join by
Zoom - the link will be sent out closer to
the meeting date.

Mark your calendars now!

L Y

L 12 e

#

=

#

¥

%

#

& 3

g

n

#.

& 1

4

s




Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
1115 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106

. . ™. ~
.- e
- . . i 3
M 4
~ i
3 .
| 1
.
.
- T
y

TNEWYE
« A |
- l"-’ .;

* N

Page - 28



