
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Worshipping together, 9:30 a.m. 
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church and First Lutheran Church  

at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, 1115 Greenbrier St., St. Paul, MN 55106 
 

 

December 7, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

John the Baptist 

Said “Yes” 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

December 7, 2025 

WELCOME 

(Please note that the announcements will be near the end of the service.  
Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 

candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 
something to drink, ready for communion) 

 P: Now let us quiet our hearts and minds as we prepare for worship and listen 
to the prelude. 

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” arr. Edwin T. Childs  
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  Second Candle - Peace 
 
 ONE: Now, not just one candle, now we light two, 
  Today, we light two candles, that’s what we do! 
  We welcome each one to sit down and to eat, 
  In deep conversation, our eyes and hearts meet. 
 
  With the breaking of bread, and the cup here for raising, 
  What seems to be common, becomes so amazing! 
  Things that were broken, have now become whole, And peace for all people 

is now our new goal. 
 
  So, when Herod comes, and all those who would try,  
  to prevent love from coming, 
  there’s just one reply… 
  “There’s no way to stop Jesus, 
  Who will lead in love, humble and gentle, a strength from above.” 
 

Make the sign of the cross on your forehead to remember you are beloved. 
 
  We pray… 
 ALL: Loving God, in this time of getting ready, we thank you for the hope and 

peace you give us. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the 
peace that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be transformed, 
that we may walk in the peaceful light of a baby born. Amen. 
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 ONE: We light two candle of peace as we sing together... 
 
SONG OF REFLECTION  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”    

(verse 1 & 2) 

 
Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Confessions and Forgiveness Liturgy 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 ONE:  Today, we acknowledge our separation from God and each other... 
 
 ALL:  God of all grace, you invite us to imagine a better world, but instead we 

are sometimes afraid, because if we know the truth, then we have work 
to do. So, instead, more often than not, we allow things to stay the 
same.   

 
  We don’t speak out. We don’t value creation. We don’t dream of a world 

without racism, poverty, gender inequality, war, or shame. Forgive us. 
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Show us the way. Help us see the abundance all around us and seek 
ways to change. Amen. 

 
One:   Family of faith, we who feel scattered are held together. We who have lost 

our way are forgiven and found. And we who are lonely are brought into this 
circle of hope and are told, “There’s room for you here.” From generation to 
generation, this is the good news! We are held, forgiven, found and 
welcomed. Thanks be to God!   

 ALL:  Amen! 
 

Make the sign of the cross on your forehead to remember you are beloved. 

GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 254 
Verses 1 and 2 – Large print words found on page 17 
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GREETING 
 One: The amazing grace of Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, and the 

intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 All:  And also, with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 One: Let us pray together, the Prayer of the Day. 
 All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Please be seated 

 
FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-3, 6-10 Assisting Minister 
 
 One: Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from Jesse’s roots, a 

branch will blossom a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge 
and reverence for God. You will delight in obeying God, and you won’t judge 
by appearances, or make decisions by hearsay. 

 
  Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the 

young goat; the calf and the lion cub will graze together, and a little child will 
lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear; their young will lie down 
together. The lion will eat hay like the ox. The baby will play next to the den 
of the cobra, and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest. There will be 
no harm, no destruction anywhere in my holy mountain; for as water fills the 
sea, so the land will be filled with knowledge of God.  

 

  On that Day, the Root of Jesse will serve as a symbol to the peoples of the 
world—nations will flock to you, and your home will be a place of honor. 

 
 One: Holy Wisdom! Holy Word! 
 All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Gospel reading 
 

Special Music “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” arr. John Helgen  
   Sunday Morning Choir 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 P: The gospel according to Matthew the 3rd Chapter. 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12 
   
ONE:  At this time John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea, proclaiming, 

“Change your hearts and minds, for the reign of heaven is about to break in 
upon you!”  

 
  It was John that the prophet Isaiah described when he said, “A herald’s 

voice cries in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of our God, make straight the 
paths of God!’”  John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a 
leather belt around his waist. Grasshoppers and wild honey were his food. 
At that time, Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole region around the Jordan 
were going out to him. John baptized them in the Jordan River as they 
confessed their sins.  

 
  When he saw that many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were coming to be 

baptized, John said to them, “You pack of snakes! Who told you to flee from 
the coming wrath?  Give some evidence that you mean to reform!  And don’t 
pride yourselves on the claim, ‘Sarah and Abraham are our parents.’ I tell 
you, God can raise children for Sarah and Abraham from these very stones!  
“Even now the ax is laid to the root of the tree. Every tree that is not fruitful 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.   
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  I will baptize you in water if you have a change of heart, but the One who will 
follow me is more powerful than I. I’m not fit even to untie the sandals of the 
Coming One! That One will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire,  whose 
winnowing-fan will clear the threshing floor. The grain will be gathered into 
the barn, but the chaff will be burned in unquenchable fire.”  

 
 P: The gospel of the Lord, 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

MESSAGE        Pastor Stanley Ayashim 
 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Hymn of the Day 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry “ ELW # 249 

Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5 - Large print words found on page 18 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

  One: Let us boldly proclaim our faith in the Apostle’s Creed: 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the Prayers of the People 

 
PRAYERS OF PEOPLE  

 ONE: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 
  With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite 

hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity 
among peoples. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 ONE: With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the 

day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways 
humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 ONE: With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony 

with one another. We pray for international student and teacher 
exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of 

Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
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 ONE: With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost 

hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease we pray for all we know 
who need our prayers this day, those listed in our bulletin and those we now 
name out loud or silently now…(pause). God in your grace, Renew the 

spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of 

grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 ONE: With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to 

overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and 
reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 ONE: With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith, we pray 

especially for the family of Joan Peterson. Fill us with the hope of the Holy 

Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 ONE: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
 All: Amen. 
 

Please stand for the Offering Hymn  
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OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 ONE:  Let us pray together... 
 All:  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the 

desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may 
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen 

 
COMMUNION 
 One: Hear these words Jesus spoke to his disciples so long ago and speaks to us 

now… 
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EUCHARIST PRAYER:  
 
 ONE: For the power of love in human life and history, we give thanks and 

praise.  Long ago our ancestors knew love’s power and they became the 
tellers of love’s tale. Love bound them in covenant, teaching them to live in 
community with compassion and concern for the poorest among them. 

 

  Yet centuries of domination and violence shaped a different kind of 
community based on selfishness and inequality. In the struggle against 
oppression, Jesus became the face of love, showing us the way to abundant 
life. In word and deed, he announced love’s new reign of justice, 
reconciliation, and peace. Filled with the courage and passion of love’s 
spirit, he gave his life to challenge the unjust systems of this world. 

 
  Hear these words Jesus spoke to his disciples so long ago and speaks to us 

now… 
 
WORDS OF INSITUTION  

   In the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you. 
Do this to remember me”. 

 
  And again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all  people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me”. 

 

THE LORDS PRAYER 
 One: Let us pray together… 
  
 All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 One: Come just as you are. All Are Welcome. No exceptions.  

Please be seated. 
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COMMUNION 

Please form two lines to receive the bread and wine (red) or juice (white).  Gluten free 
wafers are also available. You will hear the words for you, “The body of Christ, given for you 
and the blood of Christ, shed for you.”  Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive 
each element if you wish. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know, 
and we will bring communion to you. Small children may also receive the elements. Those 
participating online, may speak these same words as you eat the bread and drink from the 
cup.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
COMMUNION ANTHEM       “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older”  
   arr. Mark Sedio 
 
TABLE BLESSING 

 One: And now may this bread of life and this cup of freedom strengthen us and 
keep us in the love and grace of Jesus forever. 

 All: Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us 

forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in 
the name of Jesus. 

 All: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Sending Hymn. 
 

SENDING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW#264  
Verses 1, 2, and 4 - Large print words found on page 19 
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BENEDICTION 
 
 One:  As you leave this place, in all of your living, and breathing, and being, may 

you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit, and may it change 
your life. In the name of the - three in one -  + bless us now and bring us to 
new life. 

 All: Amen. 

Please be seated for the Postlude. 

 
POSTLUDE “Prepare the Royal Highway” arr. Robert J. Powell 
 
DISMISSAL AND SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 One:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
  All:  We will! Thanks be to God. 
 
 One: The peace of God is with you always! 
 All: And also with you. 
 
 One: Share God’s peace with one another.  
 

Sharing of the Peace – we encourage full participation.  
Extend the hand of radical hospitality by leaving your seat and greeting  

even those you may not know.  
Please join us for coffee, treats and more fellowship in the Reception Room! 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress  
Liturgies Annual License #SBWA005555. 
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the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission. 

Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7414 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 560638 
International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved.  Printed, in U.S.A. 
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With the purchase of these materials, you have gained access to use and adapt these resources in one church location 

for non-commercial purposes. Please use the following attribution: "© Church Anew. Used with 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY: 

Preaching and Presiding:  Pastor Stanley Ayashim Pastor Walter Still and  
 Pastor Chris Olson Bingea 
Music:  Barbara Rossow 
Assisting Ministers: Lessons: Cheryl Hollman  Prayers: First Lutheran 
Sacristans: Larry Jennie and Steve Lewis  
Communion Assistants: Elaine Rorhbach and First Lutheran 
Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Pastor Chris Bingea, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
Ushers: David Almquist, Tom Brackey and First Lutheran 
Hospitality: First Lutheran 
Bible Translation: The Inclusive Bible 
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon or Ryan Henk 
 
Combined Staffing Information 
Pastor Walter Still, Interim, Pastor Chris Olson Bingea and Pastor Stanley Ayashim 
Brenda Olson Bingea, Development Director, First Lutheran 
John Petraborg/Ellen Hacker, Organists, First Lutheran 
Barbara Rossow, Organ/Piano/Choir Director, Arlington Hills Lutheran 
Kristin Wolla, Business Administrator and Handbell Director, First Lutheran 
Mary Kowitz, Business Administrator, Arlington Hills Lutheran Church 
Chris Vos, Finance Administrative Assistant, Arlington Hills Lutheran Church. 
 
The flowers on the altar today are in honor of Gary Ostrand’s 86th 
birthday. Happy Birthday Gary! 
 
Some Upcoming Events 
December 9  Bible Study Cancelled   Dec. 13 Craft Day Cancelled 
December 14th  Third Sunday of Advent- An Ugly Sweater Christmas Pageant  
 AHLC – Christmas Memorial Garden forms/payment due Dec. 15th 
 First Lutheran – Poinsettia Garden forms/payment due December 21st. 
December 21st  Fourth Sunday of Advent - Lessons and Carols 
December 24th  Christmas Eve Services 

AHLC – Worship Service – 4:00 p.m. only 
   First Lutheran at First Lutheran – 3:45 Prelude Music 

Worship Service at 4:00 p.m. 
December 25th  Christmas Day Service – Pre-recorded available December 25 

on AHLC website.  
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GATHERING HYMN 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art, 
 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 
 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 
2 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child, and yet a king; 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry 
 
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within, 
 and let us all our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 
 our refuge and our great reward; 
 without your grace we waste away 
 like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 
5 All praise to you, eternal Son, 
 whose advent has our freedom won, 
 whom with the Father we adore, 
 and Holy Spirit, evermore. 
 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 
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SENDING HYMN  
Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Announcements for the Week of December 7-December 13 

All are welcome to participate in any of the gatherings. 
Senior Worship and Christmas Party – Saturday December 6th  

At 11:00 a.m. 
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

 
Arlington Hill Lutheran 
Church 
 

Calendar: 
Monday – 
 *Alley Shoppe Volunteers 8:00 a.m. 

Donations 10:00 a.m. – noon 
Monday – Alley Shoppe Set Up for Toy 

Giveaway 
Tuesday – 
 *Alley Shoppe Toy Give Away 
  *Bible Study – 10:00 a.m. Pastor’s 

Office 
Wednesday 
 *Romeo’s Breakfast – 7:30a Perkins on 

County Road D/White Bear Ave. 
Saturday  
    Barb Rossow Student Piano Recital 
      Sanctuary/Reception Room 2:00 p.m. 
Please pray this week for:  
 Marjorie Anderson, Sven Anderson, 

Sharon Anderson, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry 
Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan Frankenberg, 
Carol Hansen, Wayne Hansen, Betty 
Hasse, Ron Hansopn, Marcia Imsdahl, 
Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene 
Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Marilyn 
Nelson, David O’Connor, Priscilla Reeve, 
Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Betty Swanson, 
Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, Dorie Wiehe, 
Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom. 
Please let us know if there are any updates 
to this Prayer List. Email the office at 
office@ahlc-stp.org. Thanks. 

 
First Lutheran Church 
 
 
 

Calendar: 
Tuesday 
 *Bible Study – 10:00 a.m. – AHLC - 

Reception Room  
Wednesday 
 *Movers and Makers  9-11 a.m.  
Friday  

 *Zoom Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.  
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/7174668
974#success 

Saturday – Senior Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Sanctuary and Luncheon  

 
Please pray this week for: 
 Bob Anderson, Janis Behrens, 

Dwaine Berg, Charlotte Coan, Jack 
Dunkley, Dan Germain, Don 
Haslach, Laura Haslach, Tom 
Hochstein, Candice Danielson 
Johnson, Delores Pulju, along with 
her two daughters Sandra and 
Diane, Harold Sellie, Ed Selnes, and 
Joan Selnes. Please let us know of 
any updates to this Prayer List. Text 
to Pastor Chris Olson Bingea at   

 651-247-8926. Thanks.

mailto:office@ahlc-stp.org
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/7174668974#success
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/7174668974#success


 


