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Sunday, January 11, 2026 
Baptism of Our lord 

Introduction 
  In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. 

Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes 
the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism, we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the 
Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to 
proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude  “Children of the Heavenly Father and  
                                            Baptized and Set Free”              arr. Anne Krentz Organ 
 
GATHERING   
 
Greeting   Matt. 3:17 
 P: Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 

I am well pleased." 
 All:  Alleluia. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 All: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty 
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, 
our God.  Amen.  
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 P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness 
of Christ and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you 
strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. 

 All: Amen. 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 
Gathering Hymn  “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” ELW # 304 
    All verses – Large print words found on page 22 
 

 
 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 All: And also with you.  
 

Please be seated 
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KYRIE 
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Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day 

 P: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into 
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower 
us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 42:1-9 Assisting Minister 
 
   1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He 
will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised 
reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he 
has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 
 
5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the Lord; I have 
called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I 
have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open 
the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 
the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have 
come to pass, and new things I now declare, before they spring forth, I tell 
you of them. 

 
 AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: 29    Read responsively by whole verse 

 AM: 1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 All: 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the 
beauty of holiness. 

 AM: 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the 
LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 All: 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a 
voice of splendor. 

 AM: 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars 
of Lebanon; 

 All: 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a 
young wild ox. 

 AM: 7 The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 All: 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the 
wilderness of Kadesh.  

 AM: 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests 
bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 All:  10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned 
asking forevermore. 

 AM: 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of 
peace.  

 
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43    Assisting Minister 

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who 
fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 
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people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
 AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Gospel reading 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew Chapter 3. 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord 

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for 
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the 
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 P: The gospel of the Lord, 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. 
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Sermon   Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Hymn of the Day 
 

Hymn of the Day “Baptized and Set Free” ELW# 453 
   Verses 1-4  – Large print words found on page 23 
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Apostles Creed 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 AM: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 
  Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and 

unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and 
bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, 

 All: Receive our prayer.  

 AM: Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. 
Create in us an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your 
good creation. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 

 AM: Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end 
cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and 
all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and 
peacemakers. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 

 AM: Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support 
for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and 
comfort all who are grieving or ill we pray especially for Chris Anderson, 
Marjorie Anderson, Sven Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Carolyn Brusseau, 
Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan Frankenberg, Carol Hansen, Wayne 
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Hansen, Betty Hasse, Ron Hanson, Marcia Imsdahl, Patricia James, Jim 
Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Marilyn Nelson, David 
O’Connor, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, 
Betty Swanson, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, Dorie Wiehe, Gary Winter, and 
MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name silently or out loud. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 

 AM: Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may 
serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We 
pray for travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 

 AM: Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for 
those who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your 
everlasting peace. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 

 AM: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to 
us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

 All: Amen. 

Please stand for the Sharing of the Peace.  
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

Please be seated for the Offertory Music 
 

MEAL 
 
Offering Music “I've Just Come from the Fountain” 
    African American Spiritual  (WOV 696) 
  

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Offering Song. 
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Offering Song  

 

Offertory Prayer 
 P: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared 

for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your 
mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 
 

Please be seated.  
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Great Thanksgiving 
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Pastor: 
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All: 

 
 P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
  Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness 

and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed 
are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s 
openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made 
flesh. 

  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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 P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full 
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

 All: Come, Lord Jesus. 

  
 P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May 

your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 ALL: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 P: All praise and glory are yours. Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 All: Amen. 
. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen.  
  
 P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  Come to the 

table; taste and see. 
 
 

The Pastor will invite those worshipping with us at home to share Christ’s presence 
in the bread/wine/juice that they have prepared.  

Then the congregation will sing “Lamb of God”. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
Communion 
 

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. 
 

Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 
receive it.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the communion 

assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to receive the wine.   
 If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know, and we  

will bring communion to you.  
Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.  

 
 
Communion Anthem “Baptized in Water” arr. Fred Bock 
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Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. All:  Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 P: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 

sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us 
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your 
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. All:  Amen. 

 
Sending 

Please rise, in body and/or spirit, for the Sending Hymn. 
 
Sending Hymn “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW# 551 
    Verses 1-4 - Large printed words found on page 24 
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Blessing 
 P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your 

heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  All: Amen 
 
Postlude “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” arr. John Leavitt 
 
Dismissal 

 L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress  

Liturgies Annual License #SBWA005555. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission. 
Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc. 
7414 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 560638 

International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved.  Printed, in U.S.A. 
 

Leading Worship Today  
  Pastor: Dr. Rev. Walter Still 
  Organ/Piano:  Barbara Rossow 
  Assisting Ministers: Cheryl Hollman and Jon Helgason 
  Communion Assistants: Elaine and Charles Rohrbach 
  Ushers: Wayne Hansen and David Almquist 
  Hospitality: Cheryl Hollman and Judy and Michelle Hangii 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic or Jim Persoon or Ryan Henk 
 
Flowers on the Altar today are in loving memory of Anita Galvin and Gerald, 
Carol, Gary, Kevin and Linda Brockway. Given by Tom and Dan Brockway.  

 
 
Annual Meeting – February 8, 2026 following the  
9:30 a.m. Worship Service approximately 10:45 a.m.   
In-person in the Reception Room on Zoom (link to be sent in 
an email.) Committee Reports due to the church office by 
January 15th.  
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Reports for the Annual Meeting, (from the Pastor, President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Alley Shoppe, Tanzania and Committees, are due to the Church Office by  
January 15th at the latest.  Thank you! 
 
January Birthdays: 

Amy Adams-Westin January 26 
Julie Ann Anderson January 28 
 
Upcoming Events 

January 11 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.   
January 12 Alley Shoppe Volunteers  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. - noon 
January 13 Alley Shoppe Devotions  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Clients  9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Donations 10:00 a.m. - noon 
January 14 Finance, Property and Administration meeting – 5:00 p.m. 
 
January 18 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.   
January 19 Alley Shoppe Volunteers  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. – noon 
 Executive Committee Meeting 10:30 a.m. 
 
January 20 Alley Shoppe Devotions  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Clients  9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Donations 10:00 a.m. - noon 
 Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 
January 25 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. 
 Member Forum following worship 
  
January 26 Alley Shoppe Volunteers  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. – noon 
 Executive Committee Meeting 10:30 a.m. 
 
February 1 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. 
February 8 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.  
 Annual Meeting following the service.  
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PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK FOR AHLC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:   

Chris Anderson, Marjorie Anderson, Sven Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Carolyn 
Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Jan Frankenberg, Carol Hansen, Wayne 
Hansen, Betty Hasse, Ron Hanson, Marcia Imsdahl, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, 
Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Marilyn Nelson, David O’Connor, Dennis 
Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Betty Swanson, Ivanka Vicic, 
Ken Wagner, Dorie Wiehe, Gary Winter, and MaryAnn Wistrom.  

If you wish to have Pastor Walter visit with you, please contact Mary in the church 
office to set up a time.  

 

On Sunday, January 25 following the Worship Service, there will be a forum in the 
reception room.  At that time, the Congregation Council will present an update on 
the Sale of the Church building and “What’s Next” steps. There will be time for 
questions following the presentation.  

 

  



Page - 22 
 

Gathering Hymn 
Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
 
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 

God's Spirit on you came, 
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as urgent as a flame, 
as urgent as a flame. 
 

2 God called you, "My beloved Son"; 
you are God's servant true, 
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, 
God's holy will to do, 
God's holy will to do. 
 

3 Straightway and steadfast until death 
you then obeyed the call 
to serve with free and willing heart, 
to give your life for all, 
to give your life for all. 
 

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 
your cross on us be signed, 
that likewise in God's service we 
may perfect freedom find, 
may perfect freedom find. 

 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt. 

Text © 1985 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hymn of the Day 
Baptized and Set Free 
 
1 We are people created, chosen by God. 
 Then we're washed, ever gently,  in mercy and love. 
 Sin has power no more.  Jesus opened the door 
 to a fountain bringing healing,  and wholeness and more. 
 
2 We are fed and we're nourished,  filled and refreshed. 
 Then our hunger returns and again we are blessed. 
 For whatever the need,  God is greater indeed: 
 endless ocean, always deeper than all of our need. 
 
3 We are nourished by water, all living things, 
 and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 
 As we journey toward home, may your presence be known: 
 precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home. 
 
4 Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song. 
 All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 
 Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be 
 one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free! 
 
Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956 
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Sending Hymn 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
 
1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 
 we go in Jesus' name 
 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
 God's favor to proclaim. 
 
2 We go to comfort those who mourn 
 and set the burdened free; 
 where hope is dim, to share a dream 
 and help the blind to see. 
 
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, 
 to scatter joy like seed 
 and, all our days, to cherish life, 
 to do the loving deed. 
 
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, 
 the gospel to proclaim. 
 God's Spirit has empowered us; 
 we go in Jesus' name. 
 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
 


