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From Pastor Walter Still - March 2026

How time flies! It seems that just yesterday the church was being beautifully decorated
for Christmas, and now a large cross dominates the sanctuary. Time just keeps on
moving, but as with our connection to the work of God in Jesus, that time is filled with
hope and meaning. In Lent | frequently return to 1 Corinthians 1.18 “For the message of
the cross...is the power of God.” That power is essential to appreciating the cross as a
gift that was transformed by God from tragedy into salvation. God’s love and
forgiveness triumphed. We live in the light of God’s victory. It helps us move forward

with the faith of Jesus lighting the path!

This poem by Andreas Kevington helps me to appreciate the gift of the cross:
We don’t know what we do,
from the careless word that

starts a fire of anger,
to the careless killing
of a butterfly -
who knows what
wide effects,
what winds and rains,
begin and end with just one death?
We walk in darkness, so often,
and so often, we close our eyes,
we do not wish to know.
And Jesus, seeing this,
that his life would end
with angry shouts,
with fearful washing of hands,
with indifferent playing of dice,
Knowing all this, even so, he bore
our lawful unthinking violence,
our blundering disregard for consequences.
Another would pay for our actions.

Yet as the ripple of our acts flows out,
through the world, who knows where,
so too, now, flows forgiveness,
following on, spreading and transforming,
watering dry ground, lifting burdens

and carrying them away.
https://andreaskevington.com/2020/04/01/poems-seven-sentences-from-the-cross/

May God bless you in our pilgrimage to the cross and resurrection.
In Christ, Pr. Walter



Back Row: Silvester Vicic, Janine Almquist , Paul Kowitz, Kathy Brackey, Barb Schmidt an Pastor Walter Still
Front Row: Ryan Henk, Wayne Hansen, Tom Brockway, Cheryl Hollman and Pam Wiehe

Congratulations to our new Congregation Council Members, Janine Almquist, Barb
Schmidt and Pam Wiehe who were elected at our Annual Meeting on February 8th.

At the February 17th Congregation meeting the following members were elected as the
Executive Committee.

Executive Committee:

Paul Kowitz, President Ryan Henk, Vice President
Kathy Brackey, Secretary Wayne Hansen, Treasurer
Also on Exeuctive

Pastor Walter, Ex Officio Mary Kowitz, Ex Officio

Councill Members:

Janine Almquist Tom Brockway
Cheryl Hollman Barb Schmidt
Pam Wiehe Silvester Vicic

Council meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
in the Reception Room.



'CONGREGATION FORUMS

At this time the Church Council and Pastor Still have hosted two forums for our members
to be updated on the sale of the building and to consider “A Path of Discernment”. The
next forum will be held on Sunday, March 22nd. At that forum we hope to have a
representative from the St. Paul Area Synod with us.

The first forum held on February 1st and we were asked two questions and | have
included the responses below.

What is God saying to Arlington Hills Lutheran Church?

Our time as a physical congregation is done, sadly.

Our work is not yet done, however.

God is blessed by your hearts and passion for the people of this neighborhood and all others!
Change is inevitable.

We cannot continue as is; we have to be open to all possibilities.

We need to meet the needs of all his/her people wherever they are and hopefully as a community
together.

Even though we’re small in number, we can still be a presence and make a difference in our
community and beyond.

Start a ministry regarding housing and Dept. of Corrections reform with Alley Shoppe or HOP.

If the sale of our building closes as planned, we will have new opportunities to better serve our
neighbors.

“Be not afraid.”

Proclaim the Gospel (be that “light on a hill”).

Listen to the neighbors!

Do justice.

Pray and discuss among ourselves the criteria for decision making going forward.

Pray and inventory our congregation’s gifts and challenges (and how best to leverage the Ogren
Fund toward a legacy.

Pray and establish a taskforce to meet with First Lutheran to identify “common ground” and to
compare notes on gifts and challenges.

Pray and establish a dialog with the Synod office to help ensure a mutually beneficial outcome to
our decision making.

Hope: “For where two or three are gathered in my name.” It seems God has given us hope and
possibilities for our time shared with First Lutheran.

Reality: How long can we afford to stay together money-wise a few people do the majority of the
work.

What path do you feel we should walk as a congregation?

| think we could merge with 1%t Lutheran.
Find new ways and entities to support with our resources.
As we disappear, our legacy should not.

Continued on next page




- CONGREGATION FORUMS CONTINUED

Continued from previous page

Perhaps a special fund could be created through the synod, to be administered as an annual

award to the East Side.
Today God placed in my heart the vision that Arlington Hills use a portion of its assets to support
a visitation pastor to shepherd the many homebound/others from AHLC and a church we might

merge/connect with.
We had such a great experience with 15t Lutheran; we should consider joining them as a

congregation.
We stay together as long as our money holds out and we have a meeting space. Then each of us
must make our own decision, whether we merge as a congregation with another church or we

each go our own individual way.

We should continue forward, enrich our relationships with other congregations, and when the
time is right to join up with another group because AHLC must close, there will be comfortable,
joyful options.

Merge with 13 Lutheran.

| feel we should continue serving our neighbor’s needs through Alley Shoppe and other (new?)
ways. We should deepen our relationship with HOP in order to work together more

collaboratively.
We should stay together for now if we can financially. (Don’t know what income and expenses

will be.) I think we need more time for a better transition for our home-bounds and our
relationship with Alley Shoppe and Open Door school.

| hope that you might find comfort that other members are experiencing the same
feelings or having the same thoughts that you might be having.

Our second forum was held on Sunday, February 22, 2026. At that forum President
Paul Kowitz did the following introduction for members present:

We are meeting today to further “Our Pilgrimage Together of Discernment”. Pastor will present
some questions, which will include time for your input. But before that | want to give you an update
on the sale and some “What’s Next Steps”

Update:

The sale is still in process with House of Praise. Their bank is asking for an updated appraisal and
that will be concluded by March 10™". We are optimistic about a closing date during the week of

March 16™.

The Congregational Council is meeting with Bishop Patrica Lull on Tuesday evening for Synod input
and to discuss what resources might be available. They have gone through this process before. We
are also using the ELCA guidelines.



As mentioned before, we will be hosting monthly forums for your input. Allyour concerns, opinions
and questions will be listened to and are appreciated. We are starting a list of these items in the
Church Office and want you to be assured that we will work through them. Inthe end, a decision
will be made by this congregation.

We will be presenting a few models in the “What’s Next Steps?” for us to talk about. The council
has been reviewing these for several months. In each of these models we want to affirm to you that
our goals are

To ensure worship and pastoral care to all our members.

To celebrate our Legacy as a congregation

To make decision as a congregation as to which model to be implemented

To decide as a congregation the financial legacy plan

To work with Alley Shoppe as a mission of this congregation and how it will continue to serve
this neighborhood with HOP’s ministry mission.

We will need to adopt and approve a new budget after the sale.

As part of the work of the Congregation Council, we are putting together a group of sub-
committees that will work on designate portions of the sale and after sale tasks. The Executive
Committee will oversee these committees. Each council member will be assigned to serve on one
or more of the sub-committees and we ask you to participate either on a subcommittee, in these
forums, or through prayer.

Pastor Still presented us with a worksheet “Our Pilmgrimage Together in
Discernment” which we discussed at the meeting and was distributed for members

to take home.

This worksheet asked two questions again:

1.

2.

Where is God today in the discussion regarding Arlington Hills Lutheran Church?

Since the September 17, 2024 Congregational Meeting to sell the building to House
of Praise or the open market, several “models” have been discussed. How do you see
their strengths, challenges or other concerns?

We discussed the meaning of each model, here is a brief overview:

Option 1: Close the Church - Designate a closing date, work within that timeframe, distribute financial
funds to designated recipients’ our archive materials would go to the St Paul Area Synod and we would
cease to exist. Alley Shoppe might need to become their own 501 3 C organization to remain open.

Option 2: Merge with another church - Designate a merging/closing date. - Our financial assets,
archives would go to the church we would merge with.



Option 3: Nesting - we could remain at our location but fall under another church (2 point parish) we
could worship at another church in a chapel or space and maintain current financial responsibilities
of staff, administration, expenses.

Option 4: Continue until we deplete our funds and then close.

Option 5: Other

Our Pilgrimage Together of Discernment February 22, 2026

Where is God today in the discussion regarding Arlington Hills Lutheran Church?

Since the September 17, 2024 Congregational Meeting to sell the building to House of
Praise or the open market, several “models” have been discussed. How do you see

their strengths, challenges or other concerns?

Option Blessings Challenges Questions
Close the church with-
in a set timeframe and
designate funds

Close the congrega-
tion by merging with
another church with
financial assets and
members transferred
there (or to church
desired)

“Nesting” with anoth-
er congregation for up
to one year

Remain open at this
location utilizing as-
sets until diminished

Other:




Open Door

Saint Paul
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This winter has brought significant changes to Open Door and our classes. With the
ongoing surge of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in the Twin Cities area,
we have had to adapt to ensure our students' safety. Some of our students have not
left their homes since the surge of agents began, while others have felt safe enough to
attend school. To accommodate those who feel unsafe, two of our teachers have
transitioned to online instruction, while two others, along with our preschool, continue
to offer in-person classes. Additionally, we have enlisted extra volunteers to monitor
the area outside the building and the parking lots during the time students are coming
and leaving, ensuring that ICE agents are not present and providing a comforting,
welcoming presence for students attending in person.

We have also been holding bi-weekly All-School meetings on Zoom, using interpreters,
to share information and news, check in on families' needs, and allow students to
connect with each other and our Open Door staff, helping to maintain our sense of
community even when we can't all gather in person. These meetings have provided
students with a time to discuss their experiences within their own communities, share
their feelings and concerns, and ask questions about what they have heard happening.
We have heard many stories from students about family members or friends who were
detained by ICE, only to be released days later. Among our student community, four
students, all refugees, were detained. One was released while still in Minnesota, while
three others were transferred to Texas, spending over a week in detention before being
released, ultimately having to find their own way back to Minnesota.

Beyond teaching, our team of navigators has been diligently checking in with every
student who is or was enrolled in our program over the past few months to ensure they
have what they need. Some students and their families have not left their homes since
December and have needed help getting supplies like food, diapers, and other
essential household items. We have successfully connected students with various
agencies for support and have delivered groceries, diapers, and supplies to those we
have been unable to connect with other groups. The newest challenge facing families
is the ability to pay rent, particularly for those unable to work due to safety concerns or
reduced hours caused by ICE activities. Our navigators are actively working to connect
students with organizations that provide rent assistance or helping them apply for
support.

Continued on next page



Continued from previous page

If you would like to support our school and students, one way would be to contribute to
our fundraising campaign for our Navigation team, who have been providing much-
needed mutual aid to families and will continue to do so when they return to school. This
aspect of our work is challenging to fund but incredibly important; when families are
worried about securing food or paying rent, their education becomes secondary. Having
this team allows our teachers to focus on teaching, while the navigation team focuses on

the rest of the needs of our students.

https://www.givemn.org/story/ljg8xe




Carol Hansen March 3 Cheryl Hollman
Nancy Swanson March 6 Carol Baldwin
Chris Anderson March 6 Myrl Vietor
Nancy Seagren March 6 Linda Mclnerney
Ethan Peterson March 12 Justin Hanson
Thomas Dolen March 19

March Anniversaries

Nancy and David Seagren March 24

March 21
March 21
March 25
March 25
March 28

Dear Church,

Thank you for taking us in and giving us hope in a world
that can feel full of despair. Our family truly found a
home at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church and we are
deeply grateful for your love and support.

We continue to pray for you and look forward with hope
to connecting again.

With deep love and gratitude,

Pastor Stanley Ayashim’s Family

MARCH 17TH - ST. PATRICK’S DAY

MARCH 20TH - FIRST DAY OF SPRING §

SPRING EQUINOX
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We pray for the families of:
Virginia lverson who passed on February 4, 2026
Thomas Watters who passed on February 10, 2026
Russell Boogren who passed on February 20, 2026

Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort,
graciously tend those who mourn,
that, casting all their sorrow on you,
they may know the consolation of your love;

Kathy Brackey

March 1 Mary Kowitz Janine Almquist David Almquist
Dana Nelson Dana Nelson Tom Brackey Mary Kowitz
March 8 Diane Allmendinger Elaine & David Almquist Jon & Karen Helgason
Cheryl Hollman Charles Rohrbach Wayne Hansen Florence Rasmusson
March15 Barb Schmidt Jim Persoon Florence R Valerie & Orval
Jim Persoon Barb Schmidt David Almquist Osmundson
March 22 Valerie and Janine Almquist Elaine & Charles | Judy & Michelle Hanggi

Orv Osmundson Florence Rasmusson Rohrbach
David Almquist

Florence Rasmusson Elaine & Charles Sally Keller

March 29 Jon Helgason
Kathy Brackey Rohrbach and Cindy Schreiber




Your generosity of spirit and money makes all that we are as a church and a community
possible. Please consider making an online donation by filling in the form found on our
website. Your contribution will be processed by our secure payment center.

You may also mail your donation by cash or check, payable to:
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
1115 Greenbrier Street - St. Paul, MN 55106.
Thank you for your support!!

Financial Report Card

2026 2025
Revenue Current YTD Current YTD
January $8,146.70 $8,146.70 $19,686.51 $ 19,686.51
Expenses Current YTD Current YTD
January $17,530.92 $17,530.92 $40,025.12 $40,025.12
Surplus/
(Deficit) $(9,384.22) $(9,384.22) $ (20,338.61) $ (20,338.61)

We have Scrip cards available in the office . Stop by and see Mary or Chris to pick up
cards that you might need for Birthday Celebrations for this month or for Valentine’s Day.
We also have an order form in the office for those cards that we might not have in stock
right now. They usually arrive here within a week.



Sunday Worship Services are at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Alley Shoppe Volunteers, Mondays and Tuesdays 9:00 a.m.
Alley Shoppe Clients - Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. - 1:00p.m.
Alley Shoppe Donations - Mondays and Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. - noon
Romeo Breakfast - Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. Perkins County Road D & WB Avenue

March 1 Worship Service
March 3 Worship Music & the Arts Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. - Pastor’s office
Building User Meeting - 2:00 p.m. - Reception Room/Zoom
March 4 Soup and Scriptures - 11:30 Soup 12:00 Scriptures
March 6-15 Mary Kowitz on Vacation
March 8 Worship Service
March 11 FPA Board Meeting - 5:00 p.m. Reception Room
March 15 Worship Service
March 17 Congregation Council Meeting - 6:30 p.m. - Reception Room
St. Patrick’s Day
March 18 Soup and Scriptures - 11:30 Soup 12:00 Scriptures
March 22 Worship Service
Forum in Reception Room following service
March 25 Soup and Scriptures - 11:30 Soup; 12:00 Scriptures
Holy Week
March 29 Palm Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
April 2 Maundy Thursday - Noon in the Sanctuary
April 3 Good Friday - 7:00 p.m. at First Lutheran Church
April 5 Easter Service - 9:30 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
sPalm MAUNDY

Sunday THURSDAY
v o




If you would like to contribute to the Easter Memorial Garden this year,
please complete this form and return to the church office with payment by
Wednesday, March 25th for your information to be included in the Easter

Sunday bulletin.

Please Print:

Name of Donor

Amount $ Envelope #

Check # Cash

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Plants may be picked up after the service on Easter Morning
or in the Office the following Monday or Tuesday.

This form can be mailed to church at:
1115 Greenbrier Street St. Paul, MN 55106
or emailed to the church office at: office@ahlc-stp.org

Your donation will help to defray the cost of the flowers,
any funds remaining will go to the General Fund.



GENERAL INFORMATION
1115 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106
651-771-5501
www.ahlc-stp.org

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
9:30 a.m.
In person and streaming at
www.ahlc-stp.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Thursday - 9:00 a.m. - Noon
Friday - Closed

Alley Shoppe

Since 1970

ALLEY SHOPPE
Pam Wiehe, Director
Cell - 651-216-9074
Church Office - 651-771-5501
Email: alleyshoppe@ahlc-stp.org

STAFF
Reverend Dr. Walter Still
Senior Pastor
651-771-5501 x 102
Email: pastor@ahlc-stp.org
Barbara Rossow
Organist/Choir Director
651-771-5501
Email: pianobr@aol.com
Mary Kowitz
Business Administrator
651-771-5501 x 101
Email: office@ahlc-stp.org
Chris Vos
Financial Administrative Assistant
651-771-5501 ext. 106
Email: finance@ahlc-stp.org

Alley Shoppe Hours

Mondays
9:00 a.m. - Noon
For Volunteers

Tuesdays
9:00 a.m. Devotions for Volunteers
9:30 - 1:00 p.m. for Clients

Donations Accepted
Mondays and Tuesdays



Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
1115 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106

OUR VISION

| “Arlington Hills Lutheran Church |
Community, A Beacon for the Kingdom |
of Jesus Christ.” :

OUR MISSION

“To Spread the Good News of

Jesus Christ to all in word and deed.”




