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Sunday, April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter

Introduction

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them
the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the
resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our
everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter.
Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the
new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Welcome and Announcements
(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” arr. by Bryan Barlow
Agape Quintet

GATHERING

Greeting: John 20:29
P: Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
All: Alleluia
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism

P: Alleluia! Christisrisen.
All: Christisrisenindeed. Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
All: Amen.
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Al:

All:

All:

All:
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Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You
lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We
praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us
a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn




Gathering Hymn “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW# 384
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 Large print words found on page 22
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Text: Latin hymn, Sth cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

Please be seated.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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This is the Feast
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Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive
the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.
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WORD

First Reading Acts 10:34-43 Assisting Minister

42 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: * “Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that
God did through him among you, as you yourselves know ** this man,
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. ** But
God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it
was impossible for him to be held in its power. *° For David says concerning
him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will
not be shaken; “° therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope. ?’ For you will not abandon my soul to
Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. “° You have made known
to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

* “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *° Since he
was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he
would put one of his descendants on his throne. °' Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to
Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’

% “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

AM: Thisis the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16 Assisting Minister

AM: ' Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the LORD, “You are
my Lord, my good above all other.”

All: ?All my delightis in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are
noble among the people.

AM: °Butthose who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
All: “lwill not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names

upon my lips.
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AM:
All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

°0O LoRb, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have arich
inheritance.

"I will bless the LoRD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after
night.

“1 have set the LorD always before me; because God is at my right hand,
| shall not be shaken.

?My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest
in hope.
'“For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the

pit.

""You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

© AM:
All:
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead “ and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, > who are being protected
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. ° In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to
suffer various trials, ’ so that the genuineness of your faith—being more
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

¢ Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and
glorious joy, ?for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation



Gospel Acclamation

All:
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The holy gospel according to John 20th chapter
Glory toyou, O Lord.

Gospel: John 20:19-31
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"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. ?' Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so | send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. *° If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

¢ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. *° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, |
will not believe.”

> Aweek later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and putitin my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” * Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

*? Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”



“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are
not written in this book. *' But these are written so that you may continue to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.

P: Thisisthe gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise toyou, O Christ

Please be seated.
Sermon Pastor Walter Still
Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day

Hymn the Day “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” WOV# 675
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 23
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, f1. 1816
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Apostles’ Creed

All:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister

AM:

Al:

AM:

Al:

AM:

Al:
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Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do
not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by
day. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to
the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of
subatomic particles. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and
openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to
work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



AM: Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in
any way. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion
Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt
Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia
James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla
Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn
Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. Reveal to them your presence
and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful
God,

All: receive our prayer.

AM: Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your
forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

AM: Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and
have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us
with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God,

All: receive our prayer.

AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
All: Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also, with you.
Please be seated.

MEAL

Offering Anthem “l Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
arr. by CK Linderkamp
Agape Quintet

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song
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Offering Song

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offering Prayer

P:

Al:

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the
name of Jesus,

Amen.

Please be seated.
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Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

—

All: 9
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Words of Institution

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens
and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your
Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Revealyourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with
justice, peace, and love.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.

P:  With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and
holy Trinity, now and forever.

All: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion
As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward.
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to
receive the wafer. Once you receive the bread, you may go to the
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher
know, and we will bring communion to you.
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Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.
feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.

Communion Anthem
“All Creatures of Our God and King”  arr. by Bradley Sowash
Agape Quintet

Table Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
All: Amen.

Prayer After Communion
P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of

Jesus,
All: Amen.
SENDING

Please be seated for the sending hymn.
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Sending Hymn “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” ELW# 535
Verses 1 and 2 - Large words are printed on page 24

Refrain— sung twice each time
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1 Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
2 Now he sends us all out, strong in  faith, free of doubt,

Repeat stanza, then sing refrain
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I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hun - ger.

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Blessing

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn

of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, I bless you now and
forever.
All: Amen.

Postlude “Do Lord” arranged by Paul Clark
Agape Quintet

Dismissal

P:  Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

After dismissal and pictures - flowers may be removed from the altar.

Leading Worship Today
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still
Music: Agape Quintet: Mike Johander-bass guitar, Ben Anderson-
percussion, Dave Miller-keys, John Egnell-trumpet and flugelhorn, Chuck
Linderkamp-guitar, handpan, percussion
Special thanks to Barb Rossow for leading the singing!
Assisting Ministers: Diane Allmendinger and Cheryl Hollman
Communion Assistants: Elaine and Charles Rohrbach
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk
Ushers: Wayne Hansen and David Almquist.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. Allrights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Allrights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to
Facebook. From sundaysandseasons.com.

Please pray for: Marjorie Anderson, Sven and Marian Anderson, Sharon Anderson,
Brenda Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge,
Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela
Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn
Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, lvanka Vicic,
Ken Wagner, and MaryAnn Wistrom. If you wish to have Pastor Walter visit with you,
please contact Mary in the church office to set up a time.
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Happy Easter to Arlington Hills from Agape! We are so blessed to be asked

to play this morning-thank you for having us as a part of worship!

The Agape Quintet:

Mike Johander-bass guitar, Ben Anderson-percussion, Dave Miller-keys,
John Egnell-trumpet and flugelhorn, Chuck Linderkamp-guitar, handpan,
percussion

Special thanks to Barb Rossow for leading the singing!

Upcoming Events

April 12
April 13

April 14

April 19
April 20

April 21

April 25

April 26
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Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.
Alley Shoppe Volunteers 9:00 a.m.
Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. —nhoon

Alley Shoppe Devotions 9:00 a.m.
Alley Shoppe Clients 9:30a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Alley Shoppe Donations 10:00 a.m. - noon

Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.
Alley Shoppe Volunteers 9:00 a.m.
Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. - noon

Executive Committee Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Alley Shoppe Devotions 9:00 a.m.

Alley Shoppe Clients 9:30a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Alley Shoppe Donations 10:00 a.m. - noon

Congregational Council Meeting  6:00 p.m.
House of Praise —Women’s Event 8:00 a.m. — Reception Room

Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.
Member Forum following worship



Gathering Hymn
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

1

That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
th'apostles saw their risen Lord!

O Jesus, king of gentleness,

with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise

the tribute of our grateful praise.

O Christ, you are the Lord of all

in this our Easter festival,

for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.

All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Spirit, now we raise!

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
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Hymn of the Day
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

1 We walk by faith and not by sight;
with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none €’er spoke:
“My peace be with you here.”

2 We may not touch your hands and side,
nor follow where you trod;
but in your promise we rejoice,
and cry, “My Lord and God!”

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
and may our faith abound
to call on you when you are near
and seek where you are found:

4 That, when our life of faith is done,
in realms of clearer light
we may behold you as you are,
with full and endless sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
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Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona

ORIGINAL
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona,
Di thabile kaofela.
Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona,
Di thabile kaofela.

ENGLISH
Refrain
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,
all our hearts are filled with gladness. Repeat

1 Christ the Lord to us said:
| am wine, | am bread,
| am wine, | am bread,
give to all who thirst and hunger.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

2 Now he sends us all out,
strong in faith, free of doubt,
strong in faith, free of doubt.
Tell to all the joyful gospel.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 o

English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.isteistiDuplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.
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