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Sunday, April 19, 2026 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction 
  Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome 

with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was 
crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with 
them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday 
our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ 
appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus 
becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
 
Prelude   “Day of Arising” arr. James Biery 
  
GATHERING  
 
Greeting:   Luke 24:32 
 P: Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. 
 All: Alleluia 
     
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism 
 

 P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
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 P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 
lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning 
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 

 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 

journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We 
praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us 

a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
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Gathering Hymn  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” ELW#  377 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5 Large print words found on page 22 
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Please be seated. 
 

KYRIE 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 

bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 All: Amen. 
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WORD 
 
First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Assisting Minister 

  14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so 
that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 
 AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 116:1-4; 12-19        Assisting Minister 

 AM: 1 I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
 All: 2 for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 

  
 AM: 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I 

came to grief and sorrow. 
 All: 4 Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my 

life.” 
 
 AM: 12 How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? 
 All: 13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name | of the LORD. 

  
 AM: 14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. 
 ALL: 15 Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants. 
 

 AM: 16 O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your 
handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
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 ALL: 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of 
the LORD.  

 AM: 18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, 

 All: 19 in the courts of  the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
Hallelujah!  

 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy 
he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected 
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more 
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 

 
` AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 P: The holy gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 
  13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you 
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests 
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides 
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, 
some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself 
in all the scriptures. 
 

   28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 
as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to 
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had 
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happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

 
 P: This is the gospel of the Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
 
Hymn the Day  “Day of Arising” ELW# 374 

Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 23 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

 
Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

  Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, 
accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we 
recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that 

are being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil 
may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to 

repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is 
violence, sow peace. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
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 AM: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those 
who are sick . We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion 
Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt 
Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia 
James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck 
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla 
Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn 
Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. Reveal to them your presence 
and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful 
God, 

 

 AM: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite 
us in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. 
Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in 

ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious 
presence. Merciful God, 

 AM: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
  
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated. 
 

MEAL  
 

Offering Anthem ““Come, Let Us Eat” arr. John Helgen  
Sunday Morning Choir 

     
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
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Offering Song Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 

have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 All:  
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Words of Institution 
 
 P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 

faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens 
and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you 
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and 
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your 
Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
 P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 

 All: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
  P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 
justice, peace, and love. 

 All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 
holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen.   
 

Invitation to Communion  

 P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. 
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen” 

after you receive each element if you wish, feel free to say “Amen” after you 
receive each element if you wish.  
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Lamb of God 

 
Communion Anthem      “Open Our Eyes/Be Thou My Vision” arr. Mark Hayes 

 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, 

 All: Amen. 
 
SENDING  
 
    Please be seated for the sending hymn. 
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Sending Hymn  “We Know That Christ Is Raised”  ELW# 449 
    Verses 1, 2, 3  and 4  - Large words are printed on page 24 

 

Blessing  
 
 P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn 

of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 
forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 
Postlude   Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” arr. David Cherwien 
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Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 

After dismissal and pictures - flowers may be removed from the altar. 
 
Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still 
  Music: Barbara Rossow 
  Assisting Ministers: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Communion Assistants: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers:  Florence Rasmusson and David Almquist. 
  Hospitality: Jon & Karen Helgason and Florence Rasmusson 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Please pray for: Marjorie Anderson, Sven and Marian Anderson, Sharon Anderson, 
Brenda Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge,  
Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela 
Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn 
Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Ivanka Vicic, 
Ken Wagner, and MaryAnn Wistrom. If you wish to have Pastor Walter visit with you, 
please contact Mary in the church office to set up a time.  

 
 
Luther College – Cathedral Choir will present a concert at 

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 
on Friday, April 24th at 7:00 p.m.   

1669 Arcade Street, St. Paul   
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Mondays - Alley Shoppe – Volunteers 9:00 a.m. – noon 

Tuesdays – Alley Shoppe – Devotions 9:00 a.m.  
Tuesdays – Alley Shoppe Clients – 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 
 

April 19 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.   
April 20 Alley Shoppe Volunteers  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shopped donations accepted between 10:00 a.m. – noon 
 Executive Committee Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 
April 21 Alley Shoppe Devotions  9:00 a.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Clients  9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 Alley Shoppe Donations 10:00 a.m. - noon 
 Congregational Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
April 25 House of Praise – Women’s Event 8:00 a.m. – Reception Room 
 
April 26 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. 
 Member Forum following worship 
 
May 3 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. 
May 4 Monday – Bible Study  1:00 p.m. – Reception Room 
May 5 Tuesday – WMA Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. – Pastor’s Office 
May 6 Wednesday – MIF Board Meeting – noon – Reception Room 
 
May 10th Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.  
   Mother’s Day 
May 13  Wednesday – FPA Meeting 
May 15-16  Synod Assembly – St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
 
May 17  Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 a.m. 
   We welcome Pastor Brian Mortenson today.  
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Gathering Hymn - Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
 
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hymn of the Day - Day of Arising 
 
1 Day of arising, 
 Christ on the roadway, 
 unknown companion walks with his own. 
 When they invite him, 
 as fades the first day, 
 and bread is broken, Christ is made known. 
 
2 When we are walking, 
 doubtful and dreading, 
 blinded by sadness, slowness of heart, 
 yet Christ walks with us, 
 ever awaiting 
 our invitation: Stay, do not part. 
 
3 Lo, I am with you, 
 Jesus has spoken. 
 This is Christ's promise, this is Christ's sign: 
 when the church gathers, 
 when bread is broken, 
 there Christ is with us in bread and wine. 
 
4 Christ, our companion, 
 hope for the journey,  
 bread of compassion, open our eyes. 
 Grant us your vision, 
 set all hearts burning 
 that all creation with you may rise. 
 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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Sending Hymn - We Know That Christ Is Raised 
 
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
 Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
 and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
2 We share by water in his saving death. 
 Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 
 as living members of our Savior Christ. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
 The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 
 Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
 Hallelujah! 
 
4 A new creation comes to life and grows 
 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
 The universe restored and whole will sing: 
 Hallelujah! 
 

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 
Text © John B. Geyer 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 


