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• 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. . 4 And you 

know the way to the place  

• where I am going.”  
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Sunday, May 3, 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction 
  As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes 

Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his 
Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the 
world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the 
one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear 
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “ O Jesus, I Have Promised” arr. Paul W. Hofreiter 
  
GATHERING  
 
Greeting:   John 14:6 
 P: Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.  
 All: Alleluia 
     
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism 
 

 P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
 All: Amen. 
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 P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
  Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 

lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning 
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 

 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 

journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We 
praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
 All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us 

a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
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Gathering Hymn  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW# 367 
Verses 1, 2, and 4 Large print words found on page 22 

 

 



Page - 5 

 

 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
KYRIE 
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This is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
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WORD 
 
First Reading Acts 7:55-60 Assisting Minister 
 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

 
 AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16       Assisting Minister 
 AM: 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver 

me in your righteousness. 
 All: 2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
 
 AM: 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my 

stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 All: 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly  set for me, for you are my 

tower of strength.  
 

 AM: 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, 
God of truth. 

 All: 15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
  

 AM: 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”  
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
  2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  4 Come 
to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame. 7 This honor, then, is 
for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  

   9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. 

 
 AM: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 P: The holy gospel according to John the 14th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel: John 14:1-14 
  Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.” 
   

  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 
not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the 
works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
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Hymn the Day   
“O Jesus, I Have Promised”        ELW# 810 
Verses 1, 2, and 4 - Large print words found 

on page 23 

 
 

 
  



Page - 12 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 
  God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire 

lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your 
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: Almighty God, we celebrate the legacy of our congregation and the Spirit's 

guidance as you invite us to shape our future. Bless everyone of Arlington 
Hills Lutheran Church, our mission partners in Tanzania, and those who 
serve and are blessed by Alley Shoppe, Open Door, House of Praise, 
Ministerio Dias de Gloria, Spirit of Liberation and the East Side Collaborative 
Churches. Guide us to bless and serve one another, to your glory! Lord, in 
your mercy. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 

instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations 
to be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek 
refuge and assistance. Merciful God,  
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 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, 

provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. We pray especially 
for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda 
Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, 
Charles and Laurie Helgason, Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, 
Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, 
Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, Marnie 
Rose, Bev Stickler, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those 
we name in our hearts. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your 
healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support 

and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among 
those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so 

that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful 
departed who witnessed your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
  
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated. 
 

MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “Lord of the Dance “  arr. Steve Pilkington 
                                 Sunday Morning Choir 
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Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
 
 
Offering Song Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 

have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger 
and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 All:   
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Words of Institution 
 
 P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 

faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens 
and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you 
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to 
you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 

  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
 P: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your 
presence. 

 All: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
  P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 

Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 
justice, peace, and love. 

 All: Come, Holy Spirit. 

 P: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and 
holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen.   
 
Invitation to Communion 
 P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. 
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. 

Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish. 
feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.  
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Lamb of God 

 

Communion Anthem  “I Need Thee Every Hour”  arr.  Dale Wood  
 

Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 P: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, 

 All: Amen. 
 
SENDING  
 
    Please stand for the sending hymn. 
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Sending Hymn  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” ELW# 380 
    Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5  - Large words are printed on page 24 
 

 
 
Blessing  
 
 P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn 

of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 
forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude 
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Postlude    “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  arr. Paul Manz 
    

Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still 
  Music: Barbara Rossow 
  Assisting Ministers: Dana Nelson and Mary Kowitz 
  Communion Assistants: Dana Nelson and Janine Almquist 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers:  Tom Brackey and David Almquist. 
  Hospitality:  Valerie and Orval Osmundson 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Please pray for: Marjorie Anderson, Sven and Marian Anderson, Sharon Anderson, 
Brenda Boogren, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge,  
Charles and Laurie Helgason, Wayne Hansen, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim 
Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, Chuck 
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Priscilla Reeve, 
Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, and MaryAnn Wistrom. If you 
wish to have Pastor Walter visit with you, please contact Mary in the church office to 
set up a time.  
 
Change in Church Office Hours 
Starting this week the Church Office Hours will change.  Mary will be working 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays  from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
The office will be closed on Thursdays and Fridays. She can be reached outside 
these hours by calling her cellphone at 651-242-0538. 
 
Tuesday, May 5th – Last day for Alley Shoppe Donations until September.   
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mondays - Alley Shoppe – Volunteers 9:00 a.m. – noon 
Tuesdays – Alley Shoppe – Devotions 9:00 a.m.  

Tuesdays – Alley Shoppe Clients – 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 

 
May 3 Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. 
May 4 Monday – Bible Study  1:00 p.m. – Reception Room 
May 5 Tuesday – WMA Board Meeting 10:00 a.m. – Pastor’s Office 
 Last Day for Alley Shoppe Donations until September 
May 6 Wednesday – MIF Board Meeting – noon – Reception Room 
 
May 10th Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.  
   Mother’s Day 
May 13  Wednesday – FPA Meeting – 5:00 p.m. Reception Room 
May 15-16  Synod Assembly – St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
 
May 17  Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 a.m. 
   We welcome Pastor Brian Mortenson today.  
   Music Sunday  
May 19  Alley Shoppe Clients - Last Day before Summer break 

Congregation Council – 6:00 p.m. Reception Room 
 
May 24  Pentecost Sunday – 9:30 a.m. – Sanctuary Wear RED 
May 25  Memorial Day – Church Office Closed 
May 26  Alley Shoppe Closed 
 
May 31  Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 a.m. 

Path of Discernment Forum – following worship in the 
Reception Room  

Today at Roseville Lutheran Church 
at 4:00 p.m. “We are Family!” 
concert presented by The Minnesota 
Chorale Family of Choirs. Former 
member Merilu Stevenson Narum is a 
member of this choir. All are welcome!  



Page - 22 

 

Gathering Hymn – Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 
1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
 “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 
© 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
 
 



Page - 23 

 

Hymn of the Day – O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 
 
4 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 
 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 
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Sending Hymn - Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 
 
1  Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 
  He is now the Living One; 
  from the gloomy halls of death 
  Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 
  bright forerunner to the skies 
  of his people, yet to rise. 
 
2  Jesus lives! Why do you weep? 
  Why that sad and mournful sigh? 
  Christ who died our brother here 
  lives our brother still on high, 
  lives forever to bestow 
  blessings on his church below. 
 
3  Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, 
  life eternal waits for you; 
  joined to Christ, your living head, 
  where he is, you shall be too; 
  with the Lord, at God's right hand, 
  as a victor you shall stand. 
 
5  Hallelujah! Angels, sing! 
  Join with us in hymns of praise. 
  Let your chorus swell the strain 
  which our feebler voices raise: 
  Glory to our God above 
  and on earth his peace and love! 
 
Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt. 


