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Grace to you and peace from God Almighty and our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ.

| bring you greetings this morning from Decorah Lutheran Church,
where | serve as senior pastor. | also greet you as one of many
children of this congregation who are now Lutheran pastors around
the country. In fact, next Sunday when you are worshipping with the
East Side Congregations, another child of this Arlington Hills, Pastor
Dana Nelson, will be preaching. | stand with my colleagues in
ministry this morning, and am so pleased to be back home today.

Thank you for your warm welcome.

Today’s gospelis full of details, starting with the travels of Jesus and
his compassion for the crowds. It includes the names of the twelve

disciples and his commissioning them to go out and do the work of

Jesus. And it is shockingly honest about what followers of Jesus

might face. In short, it’s a gospel about being the church.



So, what can we learn about being the church this morning? First,
today’s gospel teaches us is that the mission of the church is not
done in solitude. We get the names of the twelve disciples today,
and if you think about that group, they were a mixed bunch. One of
them was often misspeaking. One doubted. One was a tax collector
and another was a revolutionary zealot. And of course, one betrayed
Jesus. Yet they are all listed as Jesus’ twelve disciples. The church is
full of all sorts of people. Just look around the room this morning. Or
recall some of the people you’ve known in this church and others

over the years. Quite a mixed bunch!

And these disciples are listed in pairs. Simon Peter and his brother
Andrew; brothers James and John, Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew; another James and Thaddaeus; another Simon and
Judas. When it comes to the church, we are never alone, nor should
we be. Each congregation may have its own identity and special area
of mission, but no single congregation is the entirety of Christianity.
The same is true for each of us believers. | am a called and ordained
minister in the Church of Christ, but that doesn’t mean that | am the
sum-total of what it means to be a Christian. We need all types of
people to make the church. “The church” exists within all its

members and only as each one goes out to do the work of Jesus.



In fact, going out to do the work of Jesus is a major pointin
Matthew’s gospel for today. Listen to this subtle shift in language in
the gospel. Matthew starts this passage by saying that Jesus
summoned his twelve disciples. Then he says, “these are the names
of the twelve apostles.” Did you catch that the first time through?
Disciple then apostle? Friends, discipleship alone is not the end of
being a Christian. A disciple is a follower, a learner, one who studies
under a master. And as followers of Jesus, we are all disciples. But
apostle is another thing. An apostle is one who is sent out. Like the
postal worker who delivers a letter to your house, the apostles of
Jesus are ones who deliver the message, tell what they have learned
to someone else. Like the twelve named in the Bible, you and | and
everyone in the church must be both disciple and apostle, receiver

and deliverer, a learner and a teacher.

Yes, you and | and all who gather under Jesus’ name are sent to
teach and the help our neighbors near and far. Jesus traveled from
town to town and village to village, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God and healing their ills. The church must do the same
— not reserve the riches of the gospel for itself but instead to share
them with others. It is our commission from Jesus, and he gives us

the authority to do these things.



But again, the church is made up of many disciples, many apostles.
There are many sheep in the flock. Which means the good news of
the kingdom can mean different things at different times and to
different hearers. Maybe for some it’s good news that there is
forgiveness to be found in the church. Maybe the good news is the
possibility of new life. Good news often looks like health and healing
—things that are possible because of our God-given talents and
skills. Good news looks like the lost sheep being found, the lost coin
returned to the piggybank, the prodigal son welcomed home. Good
news is good because it is for us, even if undeserved. And you and |
believe that God’s goodness is more than enough for us and our
family and friends, and the entire world. The church must never

settle for itself only, but must always be going out.

This is not to say that being the church is easy, or comes without
cost. The instruction that the apostles take no gold, silver, or copper,
no bag or extra clothing or shoes is downright startling. None of us
would start out on a journey without preparing. But Jesus goes on
and tells his apostles how they will be provided for. When you get to
your place of ministry, there will be people who welcome you and
your message —these people will take care of you. If you think about
it, Jesus is saying that God is already ahead of us all, in the places

where we are going, and what we need will be there when we get
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there. This is very freeing when it comes to ministry. So often our
congregations won’t do some sort of ministry because they think
that either they don’t have the money to do it, or the don’t have the
training. Again, Jesus says to not worry about what you are to say, for
the Spirit of God will give you the needed words at that time. In
essence, Jesus sends his followers out on a mission of faithfulness,

not preparedness.

There will be trials and tribulations — there always are when it comes
to the gospel. The powers of evil do their worst to reject the gracious
love of God. More often than not, it is through the hardship of the
church that the devil is at work. Divisions in families, power
struggles in church leadership, authoritarian governments - all of
these are from the evil one and the purpose is to reject the gospel.
But, as Jesus says, do not be afraid. The gospel message cannot be
stopped, though it may not always be received. When itis not, shake
off the dust and move on. There is a time and a season for
everything. If the gospel message doesn’t take hold in one place, it
surely will in another. As the church, we just keep telling the world of
God’s love made known in the life and death and resurrection of
Jesus. That’s our mission even in the face of struggles and rejection

and persecution.



People of God here at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, this place
has formed countless disciples and apostles over the years.
Sometimes that has been like a celebration. Other times it has been
quite a challenge. But make no mistake, God has worked through
this place and these people to share the gospel. And although the
next steps may be uncertain, or even causing some fear, what is
done in Jesus’ name, for the sake of the gospel, is blessed work.
Through it all, remember and have faith that Jesus is our guide and
example, and he is the one who sends us into the world. And Jesus

always provides.

Let us pray. Lord God, you teach your disciples about your undying
love for the world, and then send them out as apostles to share that
message. Continue to teach and send us out in your name so that
the world may know your love. Guide our steps and calm our hearts.
Grant this, and whatever you see fit, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



