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Sunday, June 28, 2026 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
  The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us 

free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that 
the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ 
himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the 
little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “All Are Welcome” arr. David Maxwell 
  
GATHERING  
 P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Greeting:   (1 Peter 2:9) 
 P: Alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, in order 

that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.   

 All: Alleluia 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
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 P: Most merciful God, 
 All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 

Gathering Hymn  “All Are Welcome” ELW#641  
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5 -  Large print words found on page 20 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

 P: O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word 
and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
 

WORD 
   
First Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9 Assisting Minister 

5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of 
the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD, 
6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD 
fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to this place from 
Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD and all the exiles. 7 But listen 
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the 
people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times 
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 
kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the 
prophet.” 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister 
 
 AM: 1 Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will 

proclaim your faithfulness. 
 All: 2 For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; you 

have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 AM: 3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to 

David my servant: 
 ALL: 4 ‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all 

generations.’ 
 AM: 15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! They walk, O LORD, in the 

light of your presence. 
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 All: 16 They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your 
righteousness. 

 AM: 17 For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is 
exalted. 

 All: 18 Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; our king to the Holy One of 
Israel.  

 
 
Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23 
  12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 

13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. 
 
15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
By no means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone 
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted 18 and 
that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to 
righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. 
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and 
lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification. 
   

  20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21 So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are 
ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been 
freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to 
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Acclamation  
 

 
 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 10th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 10:40-42 

  Jesus said to the twelve: 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever 
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
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Hymn the Day  “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW# 522 
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - large print words found on page 21 

 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
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  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

 
Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 
needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

  Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your 
peace. Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and 

pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God 
of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division throughout this country and 

our world. Sustain the work of prophets in our time, and work through world 
leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and 

spiritually. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion 
Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn 
Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson,  Judy 
Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Sarah 
Jansen, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck 
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Cindie Peterson, Dennis 
Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Rhoda Spang, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka 
Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in our hearts.  God 
of grace, 
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 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, 

renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our 
neighbors. We give thanks for the Spirit leading our congregation in this time 
of discernment. Touch our hearts with love and confidence on this path. We 
pray for everyone at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe, Open 
Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, Spirit of Liberation, the 
East Side Collaborative Churches and mission partners in Tanzania. Guide 
the sale of our facility and that all serve to God's glory. God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of 

the wider church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and 
places. Today we give thanks for the life of Rose Anne Ruele, mother of 
Linda Granlund who died this past week. We prayer for Linda and her family. 
God of grace, 

 All: hear our prayer. 
 
 AM: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
 All: Amen. 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
  
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “Just As I Am, without One Plea” arr. John Carter 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
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Offering Song  
 

  
Offering Prayer 

 P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with 
us now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
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 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
All: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of 

your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and 
well in your praise. 

 
  When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 

form us again into one. 
 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his 

victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will 
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

 
  Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside 

become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the 
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 
  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
 All: Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen.   

 

Invitation to Communion 

 P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
Communion  

First pastor communions with our on-line people. 
As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. 

Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 
receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 

communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 

know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen” 
after you receive each element. 
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Lamb of God  

 
Communion Anthem  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  
     arr. Nancy M. Raabe 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
 P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 
SENDING  
    Please stand for the sending hymn. 
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Sending Hymn  “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” ELW# 676 
    Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large words are printed on page 22 

 
 
Blessing  
 
 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude 
 
Postlude  “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” 
     arr. Harold Stover 
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Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still 
  Music: Barbara Rossow 
  Assisting Ministers: Dana Nelson and Tom Brockway 
  Communion Assistants: Dana Nelson and Florence Rasmusson 
  Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers:  Charles and Elaine Rohrbach 
  Hospitality: Dana Nelson 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
 
Please pray for: Marjorie Anderson, Sven and Marian Anderson, Sharon Anderson, 
Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey,  Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, 
Richard Edge,  Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia 
James, Sarah Jansen, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck 
Linderkamp, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Cindie Peterson, 
Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Rhoda Spang, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka 
Vicic, Ken Wagner, and MaryAnn Wistrom. If you wish to have Pastor Walter visit with 
you, please contact Mary in the church office to set up a time.  

We also pray for Linda Granlund and her family on the loss their mother Rose Anne 
Reule who passed this week.  

 
Official Notice – Today there will be a Special Congregation Meeting on 
following the worship service to vote on the sale of the church 
building.   
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This Tuesday….June 30th – Tuesday – FUNdraiser at 
Culver’s  Sign-up sheet is in the office if you’d like to help 
with serving or just come and enjoy the “Fun” and 
“Fellowship”. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe – Closed for the Summer 
Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 

 
June 28 Sunday Morning Worship  9:30 a.m.  
 Congregation Meeting following the Worship Service, approximately at 

10:45 in person and by zoom. More details to follow.  
June 30 Culver’s Fundraiser 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Culvers in Sunray. 
July 5th Happy 250th USA Birthday Celebration Worship Service 
July 7  Building User Meeting – 2:00 p.m. – Reception Room 
July 8  FPA Meeting – 5:00 p.m. – Reception Room 
July 12 Sunday Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m. 
July 19  Sunday Morning Worship – 9:30 a.m. 
July 21 Congregation Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – Reception Room 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



Page - 20 
 

Gathering Hymn –  All Are Welcome  
 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 
Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 
3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  Refrain 

 
Hymn continued on next page 
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5 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  

 
 
 

  

http://www.giamusic.com/
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Hymn of the Day – As We Gather at Your Table  
 
1  As we gather at your table,  
  as we listen to your word, 
  help us know, O God, your presence;  
  let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
  Nourish us with sacred story  
  till we claim it as our own; 
  teach us through this holy banquet  
  how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 
2  Turn our worship into witness 
  in the sacrament of life; 
  send us forth to love and serve you,  
  bringing peace where there is strife. 
  Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
  to forgive as you forgave; 
  may we still behold your image  
  in the world you died to save. 
 
3  Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
  other guests to share that feast 
  where triumphant Love will welcome  
  those who had been last and least. 
  There no more will envy blind us  
  nor will pride our peace destroy, 
  as we join with saints and angels  
  to repeat the sounding joy. 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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Sending Hymn Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
 
1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak 
 in living echoes of your tone; 
 as you have sought, so let us seek 
 your straying children, lost and lone. 
 
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead 
 the wand'ring and the wav'ring feet; 
 oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed 
 your hung'ring ones with manna sweet. 
 
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach 
 the precious truths which you impart; 
 and wing our words, that they may reach 
 the hidden depths of many a heart. 
 
4 Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord, 
 until our very hearts o'erflow 
 in kindling thought and glowing word, 
 your love to tell, your praise to show. 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. 
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