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Sunday, August 2, 2026, 2026 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
  In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive 

food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals 
the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are 
hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent 
forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “Bread of Life from Heaven”  arr. Edwin T. Childs 

 
GATHERING  
 P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
  
 P: Most merciful God, 
 All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 

Gathering Hymn  “Praise the One Who Break the Darkness” ELW# 843 
Verses 1, 2, and 3  -  Large print words found on page 20 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

KYRIE 

 
 
 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 

cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that 
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 All: Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading Isaiah 55:1-5 Assisting Minister 

1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, 
and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Now you 
shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you 
shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he 
has glorified you. 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister 
 
 AM: 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love. 
 All: 9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.  
 

 AM: 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed 
down. 

 All: 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in 
due season. 

 
 AM: 16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 All: 17 You are righteous in all your ways and loving in | all your works. 
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 AM: 18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 All: 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save 

them. 
 
 AM: 20 You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall 

destroy. 
 All: 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God’s 

holy name forever and ever.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
  1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it 

by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 
sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are 
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 
over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 
` AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
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 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 13th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 14-12-21 

  13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went 
ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This 
is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to 
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and 
blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they 
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
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 Hymn the Day “Break Now the Bread of Life” ELW# 515 
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 21 

 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
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Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM:  With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

  For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your 
word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and 
writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 

creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, 
those who fish, and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. 
Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in 

harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts 
instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy 

of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may 
become blessings for this community. We give thanks for the Spirit leading 
our congregation in this time of discernment. Touch our hearts with love and 
confidence on this path. We pray for everyone at Arlington Hills Lutheran 
Church, Alley Shoppe, Open Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de 
Gloria, Spirit of Liberation, the East Side Collaborative Churches and 
mission partners in Tanzania.  Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are 

comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all 
who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit we pray especially for Marjorie 
Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, 
Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, 
Marie Erickson,  Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, 
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Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, 
Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, 
Priscilla Reeve, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka Vicic, Ken 
Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in our hearts.  Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 

witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your 
promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 

 All: receive our prayer. 
 
 AM: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 All: Amen. 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
  
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “We Come to the Hungry Feast” arr. Carol Wahl 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
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Offering Song  

 

  
Offering Prayer 

 P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with 
us now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
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 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 All:   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of 

your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and 
well in your praise. 

 
  When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 

form us again into one. 
 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his 

victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will 
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

 
  Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside 

become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the 
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 
  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
 All: Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen.   
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Invitation to Communion 

 P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. 
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. 

Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish. 
 
Lamb of God  

 
Communion Anthem              “I Come with Joy”   arr. Curt Oliver 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 

 P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 
 
 
SENDING  
    Please stand for the sending hymn. 
              

 
        
Sending Hymn  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” ELW# 461 
    Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large words are printed on page 22 
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Blessing  

 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude 
 
Postlude  “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” arr. Philip M. Young  
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Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still 
  Music: Barbara Rossow  
  Assisting Ministers: Dennis Rasmusson and Mary Kowitz 
  Communion Assistants: Janine Almquist and Dana Nelson   
  Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers: David Almquist and Tom Brackey 
  Hospitality: Orval and Valerie Osmundson 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Please pray for our members listed in the Prayers of Intercession this week. 
 
Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future  – Forum TODAY following the worship service 
in the Reception Room 
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 Upcoming Events 

Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe – Closed for the Summer 

Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 
 

August 2 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary – Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future  
   Forum following worship in the Reception Room 
August 4  WMA Board Meeting – 10:00 a.m. – Reception Room 
 
August 9 ESCo Worship at Keller Regional Park – Shelters 5 & 6 10:00 a.m.  
   No worship service at AHLC 
    
August 12 FPA Meeting – 5:00 p.m.  
 
August 16 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
August 23 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
August 30 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 



Page - 20 
 

Gathering Hymn:  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 
 from this well comes living water 
 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  
 praise the One who makes us one. 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 

Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hymn of the Day:  Break Now the Bread of Life 
 
1 Break now the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 
 Beyond the sacred page 
 I seek you, Lord; 
 my spirit waits for you, 
 O living Word. 
 
2 Bless your own word of truth, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 
 Then shall all bondage cease, 

all fetters fall; 
 and I shall find my peace, 
 my All-in-All! 
 
3 You are the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 your holy word the truth that rescues me. 
 Give me to eat and live 
 with you above; 
 teach me to love your truth, 
 for you are love. 
 
Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt. 
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Sending Hymn:  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
 
1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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