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Sixth Sunday after

Pentecost

USA - 250" Birthday




July 4th (Independence Day) is the national holiday commemorating the birth of the
United States as an independent nation. It marks the historic day in 1776 when the
Continental Congress officially adopted the Declaration of Independence, severing
the American colonies' political ties to Great Britain.

The photos on the cover of this Sunday’s bulletin are taken from a scrapbook in the
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church’s archives. These are only a sampling of the many
pages in the scrapbook about the men and women who served so that we have our
freedom today. There are also lists of the soldiers, letters or postcard that they wrote
to our church and how articles that said we prayed for them each week during our
services.

We not only honor these but to all of you who have either served, had family
members who served, or are serving now. Thank you and God Bless America!

A Prayer for the Nation from the ELW page 77

"Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in
your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations with many languages, a
united people that delights in our many different gifts. Defend our liberties, and give
those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, that there might
be justice and peace in our land. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our sovereign
and our Savior. Amen.
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Sunday, July 5, 2026
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
US Semiquincentennial

Introduction

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and
intelligent. The prophet describes an everlasting realm that contrasts with
earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus
associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we
struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s
mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by Christ’s
invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our
souls and hope for life in beloved community.

Welcome and Announcements
(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “This Is My Song” arr. Robert A. Hobby

GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Greeting: (Matt. 11:25)
P: Alleluia. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed these
things to infants.
All: Alleluia

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Inthe name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest
for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
All: Amen.
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P: Letusbring every burden to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of all mercy,

All: we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within
ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war
with the evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive.
We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and
courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

P:  All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace
of - Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is
good.
All: Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn

ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE,

WHOSE ARM HATH BOUND THE RESTLESS WAVE,
WHO BIDD'ST THE MIGHTY OCEAN DEEP
ITS OWN APPOINTED LIMITS KEEP:
O HEAR US WHEN WE CRY TO THEE
. FORTHOSE.IN.PERIL ON THE SEA.
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Gathering Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” ELW#756
Verses 1, 2,3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 20
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1 E - ter - nal Fa - ther, strong to save, whose arm has bound the
2 O Sav - ior, whose al - might - y word the winds and waves sub -
3 O Ho - ly Spir-it, who didst brood up - on the cha - os
4 O Trin - 1 -ty of love and pow’, all trav-’lers guard in

0)
)74 ) y
(- I ] | / D ) |
s -z
rest - less wave, who bade the might - y o - cean deep its
mis - sive heard, who  walked wup - on the foam - ing deep, and
dark and rude, and bid its an - gry tu - mult cease, and
dan - ger’s hour from rock and tem - pest, fire and foe, pro -
0)
y } 1 }
y 4N | | |
T
own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
tect them where-so - e’er they go; thus ev - er-more shall
n 1
I{ I
) o Ji :
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those 1in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Please be seated.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise

0 & i | K
& l — . —

)

1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
—9—# — i i i i
G —=— e e .
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

P
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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Prayer of the Day

P:  You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may
believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

P: Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice
and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and
harmony, but above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring
glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

WORD

First Reading Zechariah 9:9-12 Assisting Minister
°Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See,
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. '® He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.

" As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, | will set
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. '? Return to your stronghold, O
prisoners of hope; today | declare that | will restore to you double.

AM: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:8-14 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister
AM: ®The LoRrD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding

in steadfast love.

All: °LoRp, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
1
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AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

° All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless
you.
""They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,

“that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom.

"“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
throughout all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving
in all your works.

“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed
down.

Second Reading: Romans: 7:15-25a

AM:
All:
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“1do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do
the very thing | hate. '* Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is
good. '/ Butin factitis no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within

me. '® For | know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh.
For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. "“ For |1 do
not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. *° Now if | do
what | do not want, itis no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me.

*'So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close
at hand. ?* For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, *’ but | see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to
the law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched person that | am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death? *°® Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation



Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 11™" Chapter
All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '° “To what will | compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one
another, '/ ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed,
and you did not mourn.” '* “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, ‘He has a demon’; "’ the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

> At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; “° yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. ?” All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. ?° “Come to me, all
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you

rest. ?“ Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”
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P: The gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise toyou, O Christ

Please be seated.

Sermon Pastor Walter Still

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day

Hymn the Day “Build a Longer Table” ACS 1062
Verses 1, 2, 3, and 4 - large print words found on page 21
ILQ L;,l i F i 1
, ———r
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long-er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - Iiles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
n | pr— 1
&% ‘ —] —
> e s
5  S—
feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
0 | :
Y D | | |
e : — ]
J
Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
IQ LIDI o i ' !
' — —— 2
J X e
Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Apostles’ Creed

All:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister

AM:

Al:

AM:

All:
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Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and
all of creation.
A brief silence.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from
every nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have
caused. Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the public square when
your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity
and courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the
Atlantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its
peoples over many centuries. As we take our partin creation’s praise, revive
our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its
health for future generations. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

Al:
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Gracious God, we give thanks for the Spirit leading our congregation in this
time of discernment. Touch our hearts with love and confidence on this
path. We pray for everyone at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe,
Remnant Christian Network, Open Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de
Gloria, Spirit of Liberation, the East Side Collaborative Churches and
mission partners in Tanzania. Guide the sale of our facility and that all serve
to God's glory. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired,
who live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free.
Embrace people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or
disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. Give healing
and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially these we name
before you now, Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon
Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug,
Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson, Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie
Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Sarah Jansen, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene
Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn
Nelson, Cindie Peterson, Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Rhoda Spang,
Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom
and those we name in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in
your own divine life. We come from many nations with many languages;
make us a united people that delights in our many different gifts. As the
United States of America marks its declaration of independence, give those
whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every
abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and
peace may flourish. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: those
who have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed
services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with
those who have gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe
and nation, into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



AM: Intoyour mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
All: Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also, with you.
Please be seated.

MEAL

Offering Anthem “God Bless America” Irving Berlin
Linda Strohkiirch, solo
Congregation sings along on the repeat

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song
Offering Song
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spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a - way from your
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pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me. Re -
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store un - to me the joy of your sal - va - tion,
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
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Offering Prayer

P: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and
winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itisrightto give our thanks and praise.

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P G T T 1 : —1
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly L;Ei, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

All:

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and
wellin your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

P:

All:

Page - 15

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion
First pastor communions with our on-line people.
As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward.
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to
receive the wafer. Once you receive the bread, you may go to the
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher
know, and we will bring communion to you.
Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element.

Lamb of God
- e — i — -
& 7t e
J & < & '
1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
n 1 i 1
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Communion Anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” arr. John Carter

Table Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
All: Amen.
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Prayer After Communion

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

All: Amen.
SENDING

Please stand for the sending hymn.
Sending Hymn “0O Beautiful for Spacious Skys” ELW # 888
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large words are printed on page 22

i
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa- cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for pur- ple moun-tain maj - es -ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
0| — :
o — - | |
GO ) — . i
A - mer - 1-cal A - mer - i-cal God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God mend thine ev - ry flaw,
0 |
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing  sea.
till  all suc-cess be no - ble-ness, and ev-ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848—-1903
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Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
All: Amen.

Please be seated for the Postlude

Postlude Postlude on "America The Beautiful" arr.John S. Dixon

Dismissal

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Leading Worship Today

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still

Music: Barbara Rossow

Special Music: Linda Strohkirch

Assisting Ministers: Dennis Rasmusson and Mary Kowitz
Communion Assistants: Janine Almquist and Kathy Brackey

Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk
Ushers: Tom Brackey and David Almquist

Hospitality: Mary Kowitz and Kathy Brackey

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. Allrights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Allrights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to
Facebook. From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Please pray for: Marjorie Anderson, Sven and Marian Anderson, Sharon Anderson,
Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad,
Richard Edge, Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia
James, Sarah Jansen, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck
Linderkamp, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Cindie Peterson,
Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Rhoda Spang, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ilvanka
Vicic, Ken Wagner, and MaryAnn Wistrom. If you wish to have Pastor Walter visit with
you, please contact Mary in the church office to set up atime.

Thank you to all the volunteers and members who
worked and shared fun and fellowship at our Culver’s
Fundraiser last Tuesday.

Upcoming Events

Sunday Services - 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe - Closed for the Summer
Wednesday - ROMEO’s Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. Perkins

July 4" Happy Birthday USA
July 5 Happy 250" USA Birthday Celebration Worship Service

July 7 Building User Meeting — 2:00 p.m. — Reception Room
July 8 FPA Meeting — 5:00 p.m. — Reception Room
July 9 Closing on the Sale of the AHLC Church Campus

July 12 Sunday Morning Worship —9:30 a.m.
July 19 Sunday Morning Worship —9:30 a.m.
July 21 Congregation Council Meeting — 6:00 p.m. — Reception Room
July 26 Visit Another Church Sunday - more information to come.

On the last two pages of this Sunday’s bulletin is an activity page for the
week. We have a subscription to Home Touch Ministry which provides us a
weekly activity that we share to about 16 members who have requested to
be on our Sunday Bulletin mailing list. | thought you might enjoy them as
well.
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Gathering Hymn - Eternal Father, Strong to Save

1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

2 O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood
upon the chaos dark and rude,
and bid its angry tumult cease,
and give, for wild confusion, peace:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r,
all trav'lers guard in danger's hour
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
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Hymn of the Day - Build a Longer Table

1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall,
feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;
where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.

3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.
Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

4 When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or
reporting usage under valid license.
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Sending Hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies

1 O beautiful for spacious skies,
for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties
above the fruited plain:
America! Americal!
God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood
from sea to shining sea.

2 O beautiful for heroes proved
in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved,
and mercy more than life:
America! Americal!
May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness,
and ev'ry gain divine.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream
that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam,
undimmed by human tears:
America! America!

God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control,
thy liberty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
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ﬁ"ﬁHOMETOUCH'

Sunday, July 5, 2026

Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired
of doing the hard work you already did. —Newt Gingrich

L 9

find that the older I get, the tireder I am. I know that elderly folks often sutfer from chronic
pain, sometimes feel socially isolated and fret about a creeping loss of independence.

For me, though, I just don’t have the energy 1 used to have. I'll go out in the yard to mow,
pull some weeds, perhaps chop some wood, and after a mere two hours, I'm done ... like I was
born tired and been suffering a relapse ever since.

And the world seems so tired and grumpy these days, as though it’s forgotten how to be
gentle. Everyone seems loud, hurried and impossible to please — just like the crowds Jesus
describes in today’s gospel reading. He compares them to children who can’t be satisfied no
matter the tune being played. It’s a picture of a restless people looking for peace in all the
wrong places.

Then Jesus turns from the noisy crowds and offers one of the most tender invitations in all of
Scripture: “Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest” (v. 28).

Even now, across the centuries, those words land softly. Jesus knows the weight you carry —
aging bodies, old griefs, changing circumstances and memories that warm and ache at the same
time. He doesn’t demand that you be strong. He doesn’t ask you to pretend. Instead, he opens
his arms to the tired and says, “Come to me.”

Jesus describes his heart as “gentle and humble™ (v. 29), and that’s good news for anyone
who feels worn thin. In a world that often expects more than we can give, Jesus asks only that
we let him carry what we can’t. His “yoke™ is not another chore or burden. It’s the steadying
presence of someone who walks beside us, matching his pace to ours.

This is good news, because now we know that real rest isn’t found in all the wrong places we
assume will help us, but rather in a relationship with Jesus. No matter what this season of life
looks like for you, he’s still inviting you to “find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light™ (vv. 29-30). —Timathy heerrd

Prayer: Gentle Savior, you know the heaviness we carry and the weariness that settles deep in
our souls. Teach us to come to vou with honesty and trust. Let vour quiet strength hold us
through each day and draw us close to your gentle, humble heart. Amen.

HomeTouch® | Visit us at: HomeTouchMimstry. com | £ 2026 CRIL, PO Box 92490, Canton, OH 44711
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ﬁ% HOMEIOUCH" Activity Page

Week of July 5, 2026

L o
Daily Bible Readings July 2026
Sunday: Acts 3-5 SE M T W T F S
Monday: Isaiah 40-42 1 2 3 4
Tuesday: Isaiah 43-45 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 12 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 2B 29 30 31

Wednesday: Isaiah 46-48
Thursday: Isaiah 49-51
Friday: |saiah 52-54
Saturday: Psalms 73-75

HOW MANY
TRIANGLES?

This is a simple test. All you need to do
is count all the triangles in the image
to the left. Answer next week.
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