Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church
1115 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106



Sunday, August 16, 2026, 2026
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people
and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in
today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request
that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort,
healing, and justice for those in need.

Welcome and Announcements
(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “One Bread, One Body” arr. Mark Hayes

GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

P: Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
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of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.
Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn
Gathering Hymn “God, Whose Almighty Word” ELW# 673
Verses 1, 2,3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 18
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2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and  bless-ed three, glo-ri-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
8
y s ! Y !
\D » 2
) <
and took their flight: hear us, we hum - bly pray, and where the
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speed forth your flight; move on the wa - ter’'s face bear - ing the
Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as o - cean’s tide, roll - ing In
n } Il 1
) A | L) i i J| J
%EW' o ——— )
gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
Iu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Martiott, 1780-1825, alt.

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Please be seated.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate In us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1iut, 1n the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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Prayer of the Day
P: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion
and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

WORD

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Assisting Minister
'Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my
salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.

® And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath
and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant— ’ these | will bring to my
holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. ° Thus says the Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel: | will gather others to them besides those
already gathered.

AM: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister

AM: " May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine

upon us.
All: “Letyour way be known upon earth, your saving health among all

nations.
AM: “Letthe peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

All: “Letthe nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide all the nations on earth.
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AM:
All:

AM:

° Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has
blessed us.

’May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

AM:
All:

[Paul writes:] ' | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! |
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. ** God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

*’ For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their
disobedience, °' so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by
the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. ** For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia!

Lord, we sing

for

the good news that you bring.



All:

Gospel:

All:

Sermon

Page -7

The holy gospel according to Matthew the 15" Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 15:10-28

'Y Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and
understand:'' it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it
is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” '? Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
when they heard what you said?” '* He answered, “Every plant that my
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. '“ Let them alone; they are
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will
fall into a pit.” ' But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” "®Then
he said, “Are you also still without understanding? '’ Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the
sewer? '® But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and
this is what defiles. '° For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder,
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. *° These are what
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting,
“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a
demon.” ° But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” ** He
answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” > But
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” *° He answered, “It
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *’ She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’
table.” * Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated.

Pastor Walter Still



Hymn the Day

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day

“One Bread, One Body”

ELW# 496

Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 19

Refrain
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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through-out the ecarth, we are one bod - y in this one Lord.
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
9 Refrain
1 (an M— o O
a4 )
J 4
wom -an or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, ST and OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Apostles’ Creed

All:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister

AM:

All:

AM:

All:
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With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all
be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on
earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend.
Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness
and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.



AM:

Al

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:
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For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of
countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community,
that all may recognize the presence of Christin each new face. Draw this
community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. We give
thanks for the Spirit leading our congregation in this time of discernment.
Touch our hearts with love and confidence on this path. We pray for
everyone at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe, Open Door,
House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, Spirit of Liberation, the East Side
Collaborative Churches, our mission partners in Tanzania and for Remnant
Christian Network. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For allwho are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of
any kind. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion
Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn
Brusseau, Kurt Dyrhaug, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson, Judy
Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim
Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Roxanne Larsen, Chuck
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie
Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, lvanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn
Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. (pause) Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example
continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts
and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace.



Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also, with you.
Please be seated.
MEAL
Offering Anthem “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”  Anne Krentz Organ

Based on Hymn #617

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song

Offering Song
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739
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Offering Prayer

P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with
us now and forever.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

P: Liftup your hearts.
All: We liftthem to the Lord.

P: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
All: 0
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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All:

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of
your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and
well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

P:

Al
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nhame, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and

ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward.
Please form a single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to
receive the wafer. Once you receive the bread, you may go to the
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher
know, and we will bring communion to you.
Please feel free to say “Amen” after you receive each element if you wish.

Lamb of God
0 .
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
Communion Anthem “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” arr. Charles Callahan

Table Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
All: Amen.
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Prayer After Communion

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
All: Amen.

SENDING
Please stand for the sending hymn.
Sending Hymn “On Our Way Rejoicing”” ELW# 461
Verses 1 and 2 - Large words are printed on page 20
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2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Refrain
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hear-ken to our  prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 18111873, alt.
Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
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Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
All: Amen.

Please be seated for the Postlude

Postlude “Praeludium in F Major” J. S. Bach

Dismissal

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Leading Worship Today
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still
Music: Barbara Rossow
Assisting Ministers: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon
Communion Assistants: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon
Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk
Ushers: Florence Rasmusson and Tom Brackey
Hospitality: Cheryl Hollman and Dana Nelson

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Allrights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to
Facebook. From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Upcoming Events

Sunday Services - 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe - Closed for the Summer
No Donations are being excepted at this time
Wednesday - ROMEOQO’s Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. Perkins

August 16 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary
Executive Committee Meeting — following Worship Service
August 18 Congregation Council Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
August 23 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary
August 30 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary
Forum following Worship Service
Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future: Support for the Journey

For 118 years Arlington Hills Lutheran Church has been a steadfast withess to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ! The stories of the ministry, relationships, community and lives
touched through AHLC is incredible. We celebrate that the power of God’s love and
grace is far more abundant than we can even imagine. It has been a challenging walk
to the point where we are contemplating saying that, while we celebrate how God’s
work continues, this congregation’s role is drawing to completion. It is a time to pause,
reflect, grieve and ask the Spirit’s guidance in the next chapters of our faith pilgrimage.
There are many components of concluding the ministry of a church in Holy Closure.
The theme “Our Faith Our Family Our Future” will serve us | times as the Spirit leads
us into God’s future.

The leaders and | are most concerned about YOU! We recognize the grief that many of
you are experiencing. Your connections with AHLC are precious because your lives
and God’s story are a living vine. The theme of our path to Holy Closure is “Our Faith,
Our Family, Our Future.” We value the life and faith stories, memories, hopes and
dreams knowing that Christ the Good Shepherd is leading us to “green pastures.” We
are supported by the rich tapestry of our sibling congregations of ESCo, the St Paul
Synod and the ELCA as companions in faith.

| am pleased to share that Ted Bowman, Grief Educator, has agreed to partner with our
congregation in these times. His experience and insights into the blessings and
challenges of transitions will help us navigate our journey. He will be meeting with our
leaders soon and with the congregation on Sunday August 30, speaking during worship
and at the forum following worship. We look forward to his faith-filled presence and
discussions!
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Gathering Hymn: God, Whose Almighty Word

1 God, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2  Christ, who once came to bring, on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight; health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind; oh, now to humankind
let there be light.

3  Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight; move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace, and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

4  Holy and blessed three, glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might: boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride, through the earth, far and wide,
let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
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Hymn of the Day: One Bread, One Body
One Bread, One Body

Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more. Refrain

2 Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. Refrain

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. Refrain

Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939
Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All
rights reserved. Used with permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.
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Sending Hymn:
On Our Way Rejoicing

1 On our way rejoicing
gladly let us go.
Christ our Lord has conquered;
vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety;
Christ within, our joy;
who, if we be faithful,
can our hope destroy?

Refrain
On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

2 Unto God the Father
joyful songs we sing;
unto God the Savior
thankful hearts we bring;
unto God the Spirit
bow we and adore,
on our way rejoicing
now and evermore. Refrain

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
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