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Sunday, August 30, 2026
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet
finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp
Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges
us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we
gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our
suffering world.

Welcome and Announcements
(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “Take My Life, That | May Be (Toma, oh Dios, me voluntad)”
(ELW 583 - Today's Sending Hymn) arr. Hiram Titus

GATHERING
P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Inthe name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

P:  Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
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of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn

Gathering Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW# 655
Verses 1,2,and 4 - Large print words found on page 18
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.

4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.

Word made flesh,whose birth a - Iflong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:

Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;

by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong,and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in  sol - emn trust will be.

grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
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P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
Please be seated.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate In us new hearts!
Canticle of Praise
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3 Ho-ly One we
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Might-y God of all

Ho - ly One
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cre - a - tion, Fa - ther
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sur - pass - ing worth:
in faith we name you, God most high, yet

near to all:
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you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise

the peace that God on high!




Prayer of the Day

P:

All:

WORD

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21 Assisting Minister

AM:
All:

>0 LoRrb, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution
for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know
that on your account | suffer insult. '° Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for | am
called by your name, O LoRD, God of hosts. '’ | did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for
you had filled me with indignation. ' Why is my pain unceasing, my wound
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

"“Therefore thus says the LoORD: If you turn back, | will take you back, and you
shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and not what is
worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not
you who will turn to them. ?° And | will make you to this people a fortified wall
of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for |
am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LoRD. *' | will deliver you
out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 26:1-8 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister

AM:

All:
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' Give judgment for me, O LoORD, for | have lived with integrity; | have trusted
in the LORD and have not faltered.
*Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.



AM:
All:

AM:

“ALL:

AM:

All:

“For your steadfast love is before my eyes; | have walked faithfully with you.
“1 have not sat with the worthless, nor do | consort with the deceitful.

°| have hated the company of evildoers; | will not sit down with the wicked.
°1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that | may go in procession
round your altar,

’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful
deeds.

“LoRb, | love the house in which you dwell and the place where your
glory abides.

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21

AM:
All:
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? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '’ love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. "' Do not
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ' Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; persevere in prayer. '° Contribute to the needs of the saints;
pursue hospitality to strangers.

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '° Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. '° Live in harmony with
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to
be wiser than you are. '’ Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. " If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. '? Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says
the Lord.” *’ Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning
coals on their heads.” ' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation



Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 16™ Chapter
All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
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* From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be
killed and on the third day be raised. * And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”
2> But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

“*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *° For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
S For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life? ?” “For the Son of Man is to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for
what has been done. * Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”



P: The gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise toyou, O Christ

Please be seated.
Sermon Pastor Walter Still
Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day

Hymn the Day “Blest Be the Tie That Binds Us” ELW# 656
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 19

n [l [l
> — —] 1
/ R N \*
1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
9
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind 18 like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Négeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

Apostles’ Creed
All: |believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

Al:
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With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the
love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our
cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth
may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms,
and other disasters. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and
allwho work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this congregation gathered here to serve you, that we remain strong in
faith and united in purpose. We pray for all at Arlington Hills Lutheran
Church, Alley Shoppe, Open Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de
Gloria, the East Side Collaborative Churches, our mission partners in
Tanzania and for Remnant Christian Network. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

Al:

For all those in need that they are satisfied. Ensure all your children have
safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all
who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit. We pray especially for Marjorie
Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren,
Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson,
Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim
Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Roxanne Larsen, Chuck
Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Tim Lundgren, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis
Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, lvanka Vicic, Ken
Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. (pause)
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their withess continues to strengthen and
guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to
come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace.

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also, with you.
Please be seated.
MEAL
Offering Anthem “Day by Day” arr. Rachel Trelstad Porter
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Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song



Offering Song
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

Offering Prayer
P:

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with

us now and forever.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

All:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of

your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and
well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal ourills and to
form us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside
become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
All: Amen

Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Communion

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. Please form a
single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to
receive the wafer. Once you receive the bread, you may go to the
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen”
after you receive each element if you wish.
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Lamb of God
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1 O Lamb of God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

free

peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

you set us from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal

“Break Bread Together” arr. Anne Krentz Organ

Communion Anthem

Table Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
All: Amen.

Prayer After Communion

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

All: Amen.

SENDING
Please stand for the sending hymn.
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Sending Hymn “Take My Life, That | May Be” (Toma Mi Voluntad)
Verses 1, 3 and 4 - Large words are printed on page 20

Refrain/Estribillo

ELW#
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Take my life, that 1 may be con - se -crat - ed, Lord,
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1 Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - ver and my gold,
3 Take my voice and et me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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not a mite would I with - hold;
al - ways, on - ly for my King;
it  shall be no lon - ger mine;
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que_.a mis ma - nos  pue - da guiar el im -
take my feet and let them be swift and
take my i - tel - lect and use ev - ry
take my lips and let them be filled with
take my heart, it is thine own; it  shall
Ny # Refrain/Estribillo
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pul - so de tu_a - mor.
beau - ti - ful for thee.
pow’r as thou shalt choose.
mes - sag - es from thee.
be thy roy - al throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836—1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: ToMA M1 VOLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
All: Amen.

Please be seated for the Postlude

Postlude “Allegro Vivace in F Major” P. Branchina

Dismissal

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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Leading Worship Today
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still
Music: Barbara Rossow
Assisting Ministers: Orv Osmundson and Tom Brockway
Communion Assistants: Orv and Valerie Osmundson
Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk
Ushers: Elaine and Charles Rorhbach, David Almquist
Hospitality: Florence Rasmusson and Jon & Karen Helgason

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg

Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to

Facebook. From sundaysandseasons.com.

Upcoming Events

Sunday Services - 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe - Closed for the Summer
No Donations are being excepted at this time
Wednesday - ROMEO’s Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. Perkins

August 30 Worship at 9:30 in the Sanctuary
Forum following Worship Service
Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future: Support for the Journey

Pastor Ted Bowman, Grief counselor will be here for the service and forum.
September 1 WMA Board Meeting - 10:00 a.m. -
September 6 Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
September 7 Church office will be closed for the Labor Day Holiday
September 13 Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
September 14 - Alley Shoppe Volunteers
Septmber 15 - Alley Shoppe Clients
September 16 FPA Meeting
September 20 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
September 27 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Congregation Meeting following Worship Service in the Reception Room
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Gathering Hymn: Son of God, Eternal Savior

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead:
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2 Asyou, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing
that your people should be one,
grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
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Hymn of the Day: Blest Be the Tie That Binds

1 Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind
is like to that above.

2  Before our Father's throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3  We share our mutual woes,
our mutual burdens bear,
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
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Sending Hymn: Take My Life, That | May Be
Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad

ENGLISH

Refrain
Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

1 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee. Refrain

3 Take myvoice and let me sing
always, only for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee. Refrain

4  Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne. Refrain
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