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Sunday, September 13, 2026 
16th  Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
  In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since 

we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, 
and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s 
boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “God's Work, Our Hands  (Earth and All Stars)”  arr. John Helgen 
 
GATHERING  
 P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 All: Amen. 
  
 P: Most merciful God, 
 All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 

Gathering Hymn  “God’s Work, Our Hands” ACS #1000 
Verses 1, 2, 3, and 4  -  Large print words found on page 22 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 
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KYRIE 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  

 All: Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
First Reading Genesis 50:15-21 Assisting Minister 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, 
fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 103:1-13 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister 
 
 AM: 1 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy 

name. 
 All: 2 Bless the LORD,  O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 
 AM: 3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 
 All: 4 who redeems your life | from the grave and crowns you with steadfast | 

love and mercy;   
 AM: 5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed 

like an eagle’s. 
 All: 6 O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
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 AM: 7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of 
Israel. 

 ALL: 8 LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love;  

 
 AM: 9 you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 ALL: 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us 

according to our iniquities. 
 

 AM: 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love 
for those who fear you. 

 ALL: 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our 
transgressions from us. 
  

AM: 13 As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for 
those who fear you, O LORD. 

 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
 
  1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those 
who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has 
welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 
  

   5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days 
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who 
observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord 
and give thanks to God. 
   

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 0 Why do you 
pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
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11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then, each one of us will be held 
accountable. 

   
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 

  21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he 
could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave 
fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by 
the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and 
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pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  

 

  32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
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Hymn the Day “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW# 608 
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 23 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

 
Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

  Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising 
others. Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear 
us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those 

who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your 
creation. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Raise up leaders to bring peace and justice to our communities and our 

churches. Today we pray especially for Reverend Justin Grimm as he is 
installed as Bishop for the St. Paul Area Synod.  Be with him and his staff, 
guide them to do your work.  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
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 AM: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. 
We pray for all at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe, Open Door, 
House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, the East Side Collaborative 
Churches, our mission partners in Tanzania and for Remnant Christian 
Network.  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the 

lives of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in 
need. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, 
Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry 
Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson, Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie 
Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela 
Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, 
Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka Vicic, 
Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. (pause)  
Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as 

we remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
 All: Amen. 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
 
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “Change My Heart, O God” arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
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Offering Song  

 
 
  
Offering Prayer 

 P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always.  

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour 
out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and 
tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

All:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought 
but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in 
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy 
people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  
  To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. 
 All: Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

 
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen.   
 
Invitation to Communion 

 P: Christ invites you to this table. 
 

Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. Please form a 
single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen” 

after you receive each element if you wish. 
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Lamb of God  

 
 
Communion Anthem              “I Am the Bread of Life”          arr. Lynette Maynard 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way 
of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

 All: Amen. 
 
SENDING  
    Please stand for the sending hymn. 
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Sending Hymn  “Go My Children, with My Blessing” ELW# 543 
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 24 

 

Blessing  

 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude 
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Postlude  “ Festive Trumpet Tune” David German   
   

Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still   
  Music: Barbara Rossow  
  Assisting Ministers: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Communion Assistants: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers: Wayne Hansen and David Almquist 
  Hospitality: Sally Keller and Cindy Schreiber 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe – will reopen on September 15th 

Please, No Donations this fall.  
Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 

 
September 13  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
September 14 – Alley Shoppe Volunteers 
September 15 – Alley Shoppe Clients 
September 20 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary – Forum Following Service 
September 27 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Congregation Meeting following Worship Service in the Reception Room – Vote on 
Intent to Close.  
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Gathering Hymn: God's Work, Our Hands 
1 God's work, our hands: working together, 
 building a future, repairing the world, 
 raising up homes, planting new gardens, 
 feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold. 
 Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
2 God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, 
 following Jesus to places unknown, 
 walking as friends, marching for freedom, 
 running the race with God's future the goal. 
 Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
 
3 God's work, our voice: singing together, 
 praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 
 praying for peace, shouting for justice, 
 claiming God's love for the lost and the least. 
 Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
4 God is at work in and around us: 
 seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise! 
 Washed and set free, humbled and honored, 
 gifted by grace, we respond in God's love. 
 Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, 
 sharing the good news of your gospel. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg 
FortressDuplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting 
usage under valid license.  



Page - 23 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 
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Sending Hymn: Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
 

 


