
 
 

 
 
 

The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Arlington Hills Lutheran Church 
September 20, 2026 
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church 

1115 Greenbrier Street 
St. Paul, MN 55106 

  



Page - 2 
 

 
  



Page - 3 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 
17th  Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
  Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says 

that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the 
same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God 
changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is 
angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In 
baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin 
Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “Lord of All Hopefulness” arr.  Larry Shackley 
 
GATHERING  
 P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 All: Amen. 
  
 P: Most merciful God, 
 All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 

Gathering Hymn  “Rise Up, O Saints of God” ELW# 669 
Verses 1, 2, 3, and  4  -  Large print words found on page 22 

 
 

 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 
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KYRIE 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 

servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 All: Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
First Reading Jonah 3:10-4:11 Assisting Minister 
 

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
 
4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed 
to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my 
own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that 
you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast 
love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life 
from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it 
right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down 
east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the 
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  

   6 The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very 
happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It 
is better for me to die than to live.” 
 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And 
he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the LORD said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I 
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
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than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 
hand from their left and also many animals?” 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 145:1-8 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister 
 
 AM: 1 I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
 All: 2 Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

  
 AM: 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your 

greatness. 
 All: 4 One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare 

your power. 
 
 AM: 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous 

works. 
 All: 6 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount 

your greatness. 
 
 AM: 7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall 

sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 All:8  The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in | steadfast love.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
 
  21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 

means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I 
am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you 
for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, 
your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
   

  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. 
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For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this 
is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of 
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the 
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
   

 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel Acclamation  

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 20th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 20:1-16 

  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 
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a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received 
it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 

 
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
 

 
  
  

You 
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Hymn the Day “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” ELW# 818 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 23 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
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Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

  Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good 
news and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to 
be witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis 

so that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great 
goodness. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. 

Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with 
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity..  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. 

We pray for all at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe, Open Door, 
House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, the East Side Collaborative 
Churches, our mission partners in Tanzania and for Remnant Christian 
Network.  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth 

that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those 
who are injured, ill, and for all in any need We pray especially for Marjorie 
Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, 
Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson, 
Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, 
Sarah Jansen, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, 
Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, 
Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave Thomas, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, 
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MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in our hearts. (pause)  Hear us, O 
God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of 

others in the community. We pray especially for Alley Shoppe leaders, 
volunteers and their clients.  Inspire all in this congregation to support 
community endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our 

loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. 
 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
 All: Amen. 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
 
Sharing of the Peace  
 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”     arr. Mark Schweizer 

Sunday Morning Choir 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
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Offering Song  

 
 
  
Offering Prayer 

 P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always.  

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour 
out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and 
tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

All:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 

great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 
eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
 All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 

death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought 
but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in 
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy 
people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  
  To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. 
 All: Amen 
 
  



Page - 17 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

 
  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever.  Amen.   
 
Invitation to Communion 

 P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. Please form a 
single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen” 

after you receive each element if you wish. 
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Lamb of God  

 
 
Communion Anthem              “Sweet Hour of Prayer” arr. Martha Mier 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way 
of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

 All: Amen. 
 
SENDING  
    Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Sending Hymn. 
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Sending Hymn  “Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW# 765 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 - Large print words found on page 24 

 

Blessing  

 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 All: Amen. 
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Please be seated for the Postlude 

 
Postlude  “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” arr.  Ronald A. Nelson  
   

Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still   
  Music: Barbara Rossow  
  Assisting Ministers: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Communion Assistants: Barb Schmidt and Jim Persoon 
  Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers: Florence Rasmusson and David Almquist 
  Hospitality: Valerie and Orval Osmundson 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

There will be a Special Meeting of the Congregation next Sunday, September 27th 
following the Worship Service to vote on the following resolution: 

“Be it resolved that:  We, the voting members of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, 
after prayerful discernment and consultation with the Saint Paul Area Synod Bishop, 
declare our intention to discontinue ministry and dissolve the congregation. We 
direct the Council, in partnership with the Bishop, to develop the Plan of Dissolution, 
provide member care, manage assets per legacy directives, transfer records to the 
Synod, and plan final worship. This is intent only; final action requires a two-thirds 
confirming vote at a second meeting.” 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Mondays – Alley Shoppe Volunteers 

9:00 a.m. - noon 
Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe – Volunteers 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Alley Shoppe Clients 

9:30 a.m. – 1:30 
Please, No Donations this fall.  

Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 
 

September 20 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary – Forum Following Service 
September 27 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary –  

Amy and Adams will provide the music for the worship service.  
Congregation Meeting following Worship Service in the Reception Room – Vote on 
Intent to Close. 

October 4  –  Visit other Churches Sunday – Pastor Walter and Barb Rossow will be 
out of town this Sunday so we will take this opportunity to have our members visit 
other congregations.  

October 11 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

October 18 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

October 25 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary followed by a Forum 

November 1 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary followed by a Congregation 
Meeting to vote on the second resolution 

November 8 – Worship at 9:30 a.m.  in the Sanctuary 

November 15 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary – Reception thanking Pastor 
Walter for being our interim. 

Saturday – November 21 – Holy Closure Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.  
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Gathering Hymn: Rise Up, O Saints of God! 
 
1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 
 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth's frame; 
 as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
 the word of hope proclaim. 
 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 The kingdom's task embrace; 
 redress sin's cruel consequence; 
 give justice larger place. 
 
4 Give heed, O saints of God! 
 Creation cries in pain; 
 stretch forth your hand of healing now, 
 with love the weak sustain. 
 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Hymn of the Day:  O Master, Let Me Walk with You 
 
1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 
2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 
3 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 
4 In hope that sends a shining ray 
 far down the future's broad'ning way, 
 in peace that only you can give; 
 with you, O Master, let me live. 
 
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. 
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Sending Hymn:  Lord of All Hopefulness 

 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
 be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  

 


