WHEN JESUS RETURNED TO THE TEMPLE
COURTE AND BEGAN TO TEACH, THE CHIEF
PRIESTS AND ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE CAME

UP TO HIM. “BY WHAT AUTHORITY ARE YOU

DOING THESE THINGS?” THEY ASKED. “AND
WHO GAVE YOU THIS AUTHORITY?"
= MATTHEW 21:23
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Sunday, September 27, 2026
18™ Sunday after Pentecost

Introduction

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises
in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of
the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us
to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above
our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives
for the sake of our needy world.

Welcome and Anhouncements
(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar
candles.... If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and
something to drink, ready for communion)

Prelude “Be with Us” Amy Adams-Westin

GATHERING
P:  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
All: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
All: Amen.

P:  Most merciful God,

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
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P: Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn

Gathering Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW #742
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 21
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ry - thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.

Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ‘ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Please be seated.

P: Inpeace, let us prayto the Lord.
All: Lord, have mercy.

P: Forthe peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, have mercy.

P: Forthe peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, have mercy.

P: Forthis holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
All: Amen.

-

GLORY BE TO GOD IN
HEAVEN; PEACE;

GOODW[LL TO ALL THE
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Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
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3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

B

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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G ¢ - s e =

we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day

P: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide
us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

WORD
First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4; 25-32 Assisting Minister

'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? ° As | live, says the Lord Gob, this
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “ Know that all lives are mine;
the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: itis only the
person who sins who shall die.
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**Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? *° When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for
the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. ?” Again, when the
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is
lawful and right, they shall save their life. *° Because they considered and
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. * Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair?

“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *' Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? ** For | have
no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

AM: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-9 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister

AM:  'Toyou, O LoRD, | lift up my soul.

All: “My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me.

AM: “Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame
'who are treacherous.

All: “Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.

AM: °Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in
you have | trusted all the day long.

All: °Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from
everlasting.

AM: ’Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me
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All:

AM:

®You are gracious and upright, O Lorbp; therefore you teach sinners in
your way.

?You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

AM:
All:
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'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, “ make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord
and of one mind. ® Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. “ Let each of you look not
to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus, °who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, ' but emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a human, ® he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

?Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is
above every other name, '° so that at the name given to Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ' and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

?Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation
with fear and trembling, '* for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation



Gospel Acclamation
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ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal Tife. Al-le-lTu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter

All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
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“*When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” * Jesus said to them,
“l will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also
tell you by what authority | do these things. ?° Did the baptism of John come
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another,
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ ?° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all
regard John as a prophet.” ? So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing
these things.

¢ “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” *” He answered, ‘| will not,” but later
he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the second and said the
same, and he answered, ‘| go, sir,” but he did not go. *' Which of the two did
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. *” For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him,
and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”



P: The gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise toyou, O Christ

Please be seated.
Sermon Pastor Walter Still

Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day

" children
of light.

EPHESIANS 5:8
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Hymn the Day “] Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW# 815
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words found on page 22
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 I want to see.. . the bright-ness of God. I want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. I  want to
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shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Apostles’ Creed

All:

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

Prayers of Intercession Assisting Minister

AM:

Al:

AM:

Al:

AM:

Al:
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Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us
listen to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and
dare to name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better
world through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their
call to use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the
gift of humility. Hear us, O God.Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

AM:

All:

Guiding father, continue to be with us on our journey, we pray for the
leadership and members of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe,
Open Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, the East Side
Collaborative Churches, our mission partners in Tanzania and for Remnant
Christian Network. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled
hearts with your forgiveness. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson,
Sven & Marion Anderson, Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey,
Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson, Judy Hanggi,
Charles and Laurie Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Sarah Jansen,
Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela Koegh, Velta Krauze, Chuck Linderkamp,
Maria Lopez, Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler,
Dave Thomas, lvanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we
name in our hearts. (pause) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of
others in the community. We pray especially for Alley Shoppe leaders,
volunteers and their clients. Inspire allin this congregation to support
community endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are
at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks.
Hear us, O God.Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace.

Sharing of the Peace

P:
All:
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The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also, with you.
Please be seated.



MEAL

Offering Anthem

“Open My Eyes, That | May See” Clara Scott

(1895 public domain)

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song

Offering Song
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Cre-ate In me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, and take
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not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
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your sal - va - tion,

and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offering Prayer

P:

Al:
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God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts,
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

Amen.



Please be seated.

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you
All: And also withyou
P: Liftup your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Letusgive thanksto the Lord our God.
All: Itisrightto give our thanks and praise.

P: ltisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour
out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and
tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

All:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

All:

All:

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have
eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought
but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy
people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

P:

All:
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: Christinvites youto this table. Allwho are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Communion

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. Please form a
single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to
receive the wafer. Once you receive the bread, you may go to the
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to
receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen”
after you receive each element if you wish.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the  sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  On us, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us, Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world: grant us peace.
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Communion Hymn

“Gather Us In”

WOV# 718

Verses 1, 2, 3and 4 - Large print words found on page 23
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys -try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the -earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er wus in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

Page - 17



Table Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. All: Amen.

Prayer After Communion
P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way
of Jesus, in whose name we pray. All: Amen.

SENDING
Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Sending Hymn.

Sending Hymn “This Little Light of Mine” ELW# 677
Verses 1, 2, and 3 - Large print words on page ds found on page 24
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, ’ goin’ -a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I’m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, ’ goin’ -a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where 1 go, ’m goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
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Blessing

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
All: Amen.
Please be seated for the Postlude

Postlude “One by One” Mark Adams-Westin

Dismissal

P:  Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Leading Worship Today
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still
Music: Barbara Rossow
Assisting Ministers: Dana Nelson and Tom Brockway
Communion Assistants: Elaine and Charles Rohrbach
Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch
Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk
Ushers: Elaine & Charles Rorhbach and David Almquist
Hospitality: Florence Rasmusson and Jon & Karen Helgason

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.”
Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg
Fortress. Allrights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT.
Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to
Facebook. From sundaysandseasons.com.

There will be a Special Meeting of the Congregation TODAY, September 27"
following the Worship Service to vote on the following resolution:

“Be it resolved that: We, the voting members of Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, after
prayerful discernment and consultation with the Saint Paul Area Synod Bishop, declare our
intention to discontinue ministry and dissolve the congregation. We direct the Council, in
partnership with the Bishop, to develop the Plan of Dissolution, provide member care,
manage assets per legacy directives, transfer records to the Synod, and plan final worship.
This is intent only; final action requires a two-thirds confirming vote at a second meeting.”
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Upcoming Events

Sunday Services - 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Mondays - Alley Shoppe Volunteers
9:00 a.m. - noon
Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe - Volunteers

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Alley Shoppe Clients
9:30a.m.-1:30

Please, No Donations this fall.
Wednesday - ROMEO’s Breakfast - 7:30 a.m. Perkins

September 27 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary -
Amy and Adams will provide the music for the worship service.
Congregation Meeting following Worship Service in the Reception Room - Vote on
Intent to Close.

October 4 - Visit other Churches Sunday - Pastor Walter and Barb Rossow will be
out of town this Sunday so we will take this opportunity to have our members visit
other congregations.

October 11 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

October 18 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

October 25 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary followed by a Forum
November 1 -Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

November 8 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

November 15 - Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary — Reception thanking Pastor
Walter for being our interim.

Saturday - November 21 — Holy Closure Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.
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Gathering Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1 What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations?

Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

3  Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
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Hymn of the Day: | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

1 | want to walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 lwantto see the brightness of God.
| want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'mlooking for the coming of Christ.
| want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.
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Communion Hymn: Gather Us In

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,

we are the old who yearn for your face;

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;

give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage to enter the song.

3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4  Notinthe dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
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now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,

gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Sending Hymn: This Little Light of Mine

1

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere | go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
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