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Sunday, September 6, 2026 
15th  Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction 
  Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 

today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church 
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in 
the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace 
and reconciliation. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

(Please take some time to prepare for worship in the quiet as we light the altar 
candles…. If you are worshipping online, we invite you to have something to eat and 

something to drink, ready for communion) 
 
Prelude   “Siciliano”  J. S.  Bach 
 
GATHERING  
 P: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
  
 P: Most merciful God, 
 All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
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lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
 P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gathering Hymn 
 

Gathering Hymn  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heavens” ELW# 864 
Verses 1, 2, 3, and 4  -  Large print words found on page 18 
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 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 
KYRIE 

 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 P: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 All: Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving for Our 117 Years of Ministry 
 

 P: O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. 
We give you thanks for those who founded this community of believers at 
Arlington Hills Lutheran Church in 1909 and for the signs of your presence in 
our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make our 
fellowship an example to all believers and to all nations. We pray through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11 Assisting Minister 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I 
say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 

 
 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 119:33-40 Read Responsively by Whole Verse Assisting Minister 
 
 AM: 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
 All: 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it 

with all my heart. 
 
 AM: 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
 All: 36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
 
 AM: 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

  give me life in your way. 
 All: 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 

  
 AM: 39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
 All: 40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven 

me. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
  8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk 
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

 AM: The Word of the Lord. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Acclamation  

 
 P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 18th Chapter 
 All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20 

   [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, 
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two 
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 
one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

  
 P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Walter Still 
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Please rise, in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day 
 

 Hymn the Day “I Come with Joy” ELW# 482 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 5 - Large print words found on page 19 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 
 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.    

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

 
Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession 

 

Prayers of Intercession  Assisting Minister 
  

 AM:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
confident that God hears us. 

A brief silence. 

  Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce 
the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. 
Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of 

all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 
communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away 

from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the 
good of all who labor. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
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 AM: For this congregation gathered here to serve you, that we remain strong in 
faith and united in purpose. We give thanks to our charter members: Mrs. 
Charles Bergquist, Miss Hanna Bergstrom, Mr. & Mrs. George Binder, Mr. & 
Mrs. G. G. Carlstedt, Mr. Gust Erickson, Mr. & Mrs. N.  J. Hammargren; Mr. & 
Mrs. H. Martin Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Oscar A Kunze, Miss Hilma Mortenson, 
Miss Jessie Mortenson, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Ofelt and Mr. & Mrs. Philip Schaber 
who 117 years began this congregation trusting that God was leading them 
to a new ministry on the East Side of St. Paul. Though we know that these 
doors will be closing, we also` know that God will continue to be present 
here.  We pray for all at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church, Alley Shoppe, Open 
Door, House of Praise, Ministerio Dias de Gloria, the East Side Collaborative 
Churches, our mission partners in Tanzania and for Remnant Christian 
Network.  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore 

broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry 
with us. We pray especially for Marjorie Anderson, Sven & Marion Anderson, 
Sharon Anderson, Brenda Boogren, Tom Brackey, Carolyn Brusseau, Jerry 
Ekblad, Richard Edge, Marie Erickson,  Judy Hanggi, Charles and Laurie 
Helgason, Betty Hasse, Patricia James, Jim Jaszczak, Eugene Karls, Gisela 
Koegh, Velta Krauze, Roxanne Larsen, Chuck Linderkamp, Maria Lopez, 
Marilyn Nelson, Dennis Rasmusson, Marnie Rose, Bev Stickler, Dave 
Thomas, Ivanka Vicic, Ken Wagner, MaryAnn Wistrom and those we name in 
our hearts. (pause)  Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 

nearness of your salvation for Roger John Hallman and Tim Lundgren and all 
who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
 All: Amen. 
  

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the sharing of the peace. 
  
 
Sharing of the Peace  
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 P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 All: And also, with you.  

Please be seated.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
MEAL  
 
Offering Anthem “When We Are Living” arr. John Carter 
 

Please rise, in body or spirit, for the Offering Song 
Offering Song  

 

  
Offering Prayer 

 P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. All: Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 P: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All:  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of 

your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and 
well in your praise. 
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  When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to 
form us again into one. 

 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his 

victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will 
come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

 
  Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside 

become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the 
earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 
  Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
 All: Amen 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen.   

 
Invitation to Communion 

 P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
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Communion  

As pastor comes down to serve communion you may come forward. Please form a 
single line to receive the bread from him by holding out your palms to 

receive the wafer.  Once you receive the bread, you may go to the 
communion assistant on the side closest to where you were seated to 

receive the wine. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher 
know, and we will bring communion to you. Please feel free to say “Amen” 

after you receive each element if you wish. 
 
Lamb of God  

 
Communion Anthem              “Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether”     arr. Edwin T. Childs 
 
Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way 
of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

 All: Amen. 
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SENDING  
    Please stand for the sending hymn. 
              
 Sending Hymn  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!  ELW# 835 

Verses 1, 3, and 6 - Large print words found on page 19 
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Blessing  

 P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 All: Amen. 
 

Please be seated for the Postlude 
 
Postlude  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”    arr, Nancy Raabe 
   

Dismissal 
       P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Leading Worship Today 
  Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Still   
  Music: Barbara Rossow  
  Assisting Ministers: Dennis Rasmusson and Mary Kowitz 
  Communion Assistants: Jon Helgason and Florence Rasmusson 
  Song Leaders: Janine Almquist, Paul Kowitz or Linda Strohkirch 
  Livestream Producer: Silvester Vicic, Jim Persoon and or Ryan Henk 
  Ushers: Tom Brackey and  David Almquist 
  Hospitality: Paul and Mary Kowitz 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #72077. All rights reserved.” 

Parts of the Liturgy reprinted from EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, copyright © 2006 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #15484-LIT. 

Our service today will be live streamed if anyone would like to view our new website or be connected to 
Facebook.  From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday Services – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Mondays and Tuesdays - Alley Shoppe – Closed for the Summer 

No Donations are being accepted this fall.  
Wednesday – ROMEO’s Breakfast – 7:30 a.m. Perkins 

 
September 7 Church office will be closed for the Labor Day Holiday 
September 13  Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
 
September 14 – Alley Shoppe Volunteers 
September 15 – Alley Shoppe Clients 
September 16   FPA Meeting 
September 20 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
September 27 – Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Congregation Meeting following Worship Service in the Reception Room – Vote on 
Intent to Close. 
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Gathering Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven  
 
1 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 
 joyfully your tribute bring. 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 evermore God's praises sing. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praises everlasting ring! 
 
2 God be praised for grace and favor 
 to our forebears in distress. 
 God be praised, the same forever, 
 slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Glorious is God's faithfulness! 
 
3 Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, 
 blows the wind and it is gone; 
 but, as mortals rise and perish, 
 God endures unchanging on. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Praise the great Eternal One! 
 
4 Angels sing in adoration, 
 in God's presence, face to face. 
 Sun and moon and all creation, 
 all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise with us the God of grace! 
 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005  
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Hymn of the Day:  I Come with Joy 

 
1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 

 
2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 

 
5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 
we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Sending Hymn: All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 
 
1 All creatures, worship God most high! 

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; 
sing, sister moon and stars of night: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3 Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, 

drive far the shadows, join the throng: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Dear mother earth, so rich in care, 
praise God in colors bright and rare: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
6 O sisters, brothers, take your part, 

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All creatures, bless the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Three in One: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite 

Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright 
administrator. 


