
Artington Hitts Lutheran Church - worship 813012026

Good morning, it is an honor for me to be asked to wal'k with you today as

this church remembers its deep roots and faces an uncertain future' This

is my third time in this wondedul' buitding and to acknowl'edges deep

ministries for over 130 years. I tookforward to conversations with you

foLl,owing worshiP.

Whether a recent visitor or member' or a friend or famity member of

someone forwhom this is their church home' and for each of us in this

space, take a moment to took above and around you'

Now, may I askyou to turn to your neighbors, look around' near and far

and give a smile.a upturned thumb, a greeting"'a silent greeting'

Robert Veninga, now a retired professor emeritus in the School of Public

Heal,th at the University of Minnesota wrote earlier in a wondefful book of

hope: those who get through a tragedy a rough patch in their lives' or deep

adversity often report that what got them through was at [east one person

who gave them hoPe.

BibLicaL schotar Sara Mites asked "what is the most important word in the

Bible?" Then, she answered her own question: the word is WITH

Noah watked WITH God, God said, lwil'L be WITH You, John baptized WITH

water and WITH the Holy Spirit. God is WITH us



THE VERY ACT of storytelling,

of arranging memory and invention

according to the structure of the narrative,

is by definition holY.

We tell stories because

we love to entertain and hope to edify.

We tell stories because
They fill the silence death imposes.

\ile tell stories because
they save us.

James Carroll, author, in Notre Dame Magazine (Autumn 2001)
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Remembering With Gratitude

You can shed tears that Artington Hitts Lutheran Church has

been sold

AND you can smiLe because ArLington HiLts Lutheran Church

tived for over 100 years in this part of Saint Pau[

You can c[ose your eyes and even pray NO, stop

Or you can open your eyes and see al'L that ArLington Hitt

Lutheran Churrch has given to you and to this

community...this church has I'eft a mark on this community

You can turn your back on tomorrow and I'ive yesterday,

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday


